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Ist January. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

P‘u Liang (Imperial Clansman), Vice- 
President of the Board of Revenue, is 
hereby commanded to proceed to the 
province of Shantung to superintend 
the distribution of relief funds to the 
sufferers from the Yellow River inun- 
dations. He is commanded to appear in 
audience for his final instructions on the 
3rd instant. 

2nd January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
_ (1) Bsii Chi is appointed Chancellor of 
the Supervisorate of Instruction of the 
Heir-Apparent. 

(2) Yeh Ta-chou is appointed Taotai of 

the Kao-Lien Intendancy of Kuangtung 


province. 
(3) Yi Kéng (Manchu), Junior Director 


of the Imperial Stud Court, is hereby 


appointed a Minister of the ‘T'sungli 
Yamén. 
3rd January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) A decree cashiering a number of 
incapab'e military officers in Kansu, in 
response to a memorial from Ttao Mu, 
Viceroy of the Shen-Kan provinces. 


APPOINTMENT OF @x Officio MEMBERS OF 
THE TSUNGLI YAMEN. 

(2) Tartar Generals, Viceroys and Go- 
vernors of the maritime and riverine pro- 
vinces of the Empire having under their 
jurisdiction the treaty purts, naturally have 
considerable additional work in relation to 
international intercourse, while those of 
the inland provinces are constantly appeal- 
ed to in cases regarding disputes between 
Missionaries and their converts against the 
masses. In this connection the high pro- 
vinciai authorities often seem to be inclined 
to shirk responsibility and trouble by 
sending all such cases tu the Tsungli 
Yamén to be dealt with, therehy frequent- 
ly causing much delay before any arrange- 
ment can be arrived at. To obviate this 
I, the Empress Dowager, liave now decided 


to increase the powers of all Tartar 
Generals, Viceroys and Governors of pro- 
vinces and make them ex officio members 
of the Tsungli Yamén so that they may 
decide matters without loss of time, while 
at the same, time they are also expected to 
communicate wilh the Princes and Minis. 
ters of the Tsungli Yamén thereanent. 

(3) The three posts held by P‘u Liang 
who is now to go on a missin to 
Shantung, wiz: te Junior Vice-Presidency 
of the Board of Revenue ; the Lieutenant- 
Generalship of the Manchu Borde.ed Red 
Banner organisation ; and the Commander- 
ship of the Red Banner Corps of the 
Imperial Guards, are hereby given ad 
wnterim to Txing Jui, Yi Kung, and Hsiang 
P‘u, respectively. 

4th January. 
No papers of interest. 
5th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


‘THE OLD WAY To BE OBSERVED 
ALWAYS.” 


I, the Emp es: Dowager, have read with 
surprise and indignation a memorial from 
the Censor, Hsii Shih-chia, in which he 
denounces the practice of plurality of posts 
to the single individual Minister, and asks 
that ‘‘a chinge be made in the old regula- 
tions which now are a burden on the State.” 
For over 200 years, ever since the reign of 
the Empe:or Yung Ching and the institution 
by him of the Grand Council, it has been 
the practice of this dynasty to select the 
ablest men from the Grand Secretariat and 
Six Boards to fill posts in the said Council, 
and, in consequence, this has now become 
an institut on of the dynasty. With re- 
ference to the Tsungli Yamén also, it has 
been the practice to select only men frum 
the Six Boards who have shown fitness 
for the special work required to fill the 
responsible posts therein, and so far the 
practice has always been found to work 
adinirably. Our high Ministers thus 
selected, have always been patriotic enough 
to accept extra work without extra re- 
muneration, and have ever done their duty 


———— 


to their Sovereign. How is it then that 
I vow find a Censor writing in such a 
strain? Although a Censor’s duty is to 
memorialise the Throne on all subjects he 
must yet carefully consider what such 
subjects shall be and not talk at random. 
I forgive the above-named Censor his 
misdemeanour this time, but shall expect 
in the future that, unless he has proper 
proof of what he writes upon, 10 Censor 
shall hereafter memorialise the Throne, as 
he will be held responsible for his charges. 








6th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The decree cashieving General Sung 
Ch‘ing, promulyated in 1895 for misconduct 
of his subordinates in the late war with 
Japan is hereby cancelled and he is restored 
his former rank and titles. 

(2) By extra grace of the Empress Dowa- 
ger, General Sung Ch‘ing, Provincial Com- 
mander-in-Chief of Szechuan, and General 
Yuan Shih-k‘ai, expectan' Vice-President 
of one of the Six Boards, are hereby 
granted the privilege of riding on _horse- 
tack within the Precincts of the Western 
Paluce-gates, and of using the Palace 
barges in the lakes. 


7th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Huang Shao-chi is appointed Junior 
Director of the Supervisorate of Instruction 
of the Heir-Apparent. 


AN INTERDICTION ON WHOLESALE 
EXTORTIONS. 


(2) I have received a memorial from the 
Censor, Yii Chéng-ké, complaining «f the 
recent move amongst local ofticials in 
Shantung and Szechuan provinces to en- 
force the collection of subscriptions for the 
Chao Hsin Bonds from the masses, accord- 
ing to the amount of land held by them. 
This, says the said Censor, has stirred up 
considerable discontent amongst the people 
of the two provinces above-named, and he 
therefore prays that a decree be issued 
prohibiting the pernicious practice, the 
Chao Hsin Bonds being originally intended 
as a voluntary luan to the Government. 
As LI have a suspicion that the practice 
complained of above is not confined to 
Shantung and Szechuan alone, I hereby issue 
my commands to all my Viceroys and 
Governors to stop it in their provinces 
also, and further orlin that, henceforth, 
this systein of collecting subscriptions ac- 
cording to the amount of land owned be 
interdicted not only mere y as regards the 
Chao Hsin Bonds but also in connection 
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with any call, official or unofficial, that 
ay be required of the masses. 


8th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The solemn sacrificial ceremonies to 
be held in the Imperial Ancestral Temple 
near the end of this year, namely, 28th 
day of the 12th moon (8th February) 
shall on the present occasion be superin- 
tended by Ts:i Hsiin, Prince Chuang, Ist 
()rder. 

A DISTASTEFUL INNOVATION. ; 

(2) Chiin Liang (Manchu), a sub-Chan- 
ecllor of the Grand Secretariat, thinks that 
i recent innovation of mine will lead easily 
to misunderstandings between my Minis- 
ters in Peking and the high provincial 
authorities, and therefore prophesies that 
there wili be trouble in the future instead 
of simplifying matters as I intended. 
Under these circumstances the memorialist 
prays that I recall my decree and allow 
things to go on in the old way, etc. The 
other day, in consideration of the numerous 
delays made by the Tsunyli Yamén in 
settling international trade lit gations 
an. disputes between missionaries and 
the masses, I decided that, to remedy 
matters, power should be given to 
Tartar (Generals, Viceroys, and Governors 
of provinces, as ex officio members of the 
Tsungli Yamén, to settle all such disputes 
off-hand, apprising the Tsungli Yamén 
pari passu, by telegraph, of what was 
being done, so that this department may 
have proper information of what is goi:g 
on throughout the Empire. I decided this 
way because I felt that the high provincial 
authorities being on the spot could have 
every information at first hand and so could 
decide in a much quicker manner than if, 
according to the old custom, the Tsunegli 
Yamén, many mules away, had to be first 
communicated with ; while the time taken 
to investigate and settle matters would be 
jnterminable, giving the litigants much 
preper cause for comp'‘aint. I see nothing 
undesirable in my decision and if only the 
high Mimisters and. officials do their re- 
spective duties properly and be of mutual 
help to eah other, the saving of time 
aimed at conld easily be accomplished. 
Indeed the successful accomplishment of 
my object does not depend upon the 
innovation commanded by me, but really 
upon the calibre and conscientiousness 
of the officials entrusted with these duties. 
There is, therefore, no reason why there 
should be any further discussion of the 
said sub-Chancellor’s memorial which is 
hereby refused. 
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9th January. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 
THE NEW YEAR CEREMONY OF ALLEGIANCE. 


In consideration of our ill health, we 
are now compelled to command that the 
festivities usually observed by the Im- 
perial Court at the end of the old year 
and the Court banquets held during 
the New Year celebrations, shall on 
the present occasion be suspended. But 
the solemn ceremony of offering our 
New Year allegiance on the first day of 
the month will be observed; on which 
occasion we shall head our Princes, Nobles 
and high Ministers and proceed to the 
‘*Summit of Imperial Supremacy ”’ Throne 
hall to offer our dutiful allegiance to Her 
Majesty the Empress Dowager. 


10th January. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) P‘u Hsing (Imperial Clansman) is 
hereby appointed Vice-President of the 
Court of Revision. 

(2) Liu Ju-yi is appointed Customs 
Taotai of Tientsin vice Li Ming-chéng who 
is transferred to the Grain Taotaiship of 
Kiangsi. 

THE REPLY TO VICEROY LIU'S RESIGNATION. 


(3) I have read a memorial from Liu 
K‘un-yi, Viceroy of the Liangkiang pro- 
vinces, praying to be allowed to resign 
his post. Now Liu K'‘un-yi was specially 
appointed to the Liangkiang Viceroyalty 
owing to the great importance of that post 
and the difficult conditions appertaining 
thereto. The Throne being of opinion that 
the influence and ability of the said Viceroy 
especially fittel him for such a difficult 
post has not been disappointed in the 
choice, and for years we havo found the 
said Viceroy careful and diligent in all 
his numerous duties. Although we sympa- 
thise with Liu K‘un-yi's bodily ailments, 
yet the critical condition of the Empire 
and the supreme difficulty of obtaining 
fitting officers whom the Throne can 
depend upon and confide in, compels us to 
refuse the said Viceroy’s prayer for per- 
mission to resign and retire into private 
life to attend to his maladies. The 
memorialist should remember the many 
acts of grace he has received from the 
Throne and considering the crisis under 
which the Empire is passing, he should 
have devoted his energies to being a 
support to the Throne regardless of con- 
sequences in order to prove his gratitude 
for favours received. Personal conditions 
should have no place in the high duty 
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which he owes to the dynasty in the 
present crisis. Let the said Viceroy, 
therefore, devote himself all the more to 
his duties and exercise due care in the 
employment of his subordinate oiticers. 


THE EMPRESS DOWAGER'S COMMANDS 
MUST BE OBEYED AND THE ORTHODOX WAY 
FOLLOWED. 

(4) Liu K‘un-yi, Viceroy of the Liang- 
kiang provinces, sends ine @ memorial 
asking my sanction that military Chi- 
jgén and licentiates be all compelled 
to enter modern schvols to obtain a 
literary education in order to fit them for 
the study of modern military strategy, 
military engineering, etc., This is rather 
surprising, for one cannot think that all 
military Chiujén and licentiates can fit 
themselves for the part meant by the 
memorialist, nor is it possible to conceive 
of all of them as literary men. There are so 
many difficulties in the measures proposed 
that it is unnecessary to discuss the said 
Viceroy’s memorial further, but to command 
him to tremblingly and diligently obey my 
decree of the lst of November in which I 
commanded that ‘‘all military Chijén and 
licentiates who have nvt been enrolled into 
the army shall be sent to the nearest 
Military Academy to study chemistry, 
geography, and all things relating to a 
knowledge of Infantry, Cavalry, Artillery 
tactics and Military Engineering, in 
order that they may be of use in the 
future for the profession they have se- 
lected.” As regards a postscript memorial 
by the same Viceroy asking for the aloli- 
tion of horse and foot archery and the use 
of rattan shields, etc., in the Chinese 
territorial armies (‘‘Green-turbaned ” 
regiments), and that they may be solely 
taught the manipulation of firearms and 
field guns and proficiency in marksmanship 
therein, the said Viceroy should remember 
that an ‘‘ orthodox” army does not alone 
depend upon firearms and field guns, but 
that knowledge of the various branches of 
mililary agility is also required to make the 
true and complete fighting force. Hence 
Liu K‘un-yis memorial in the above 
connection 1s also hereby refused. 


11th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Owing to the many cases of extor- 
tion complained of, arising from dishonest 
officials compelling people to subscribe to 
th: Chao Hsin Bonds we commanded that, 
with the exception of officials in the pro- 
vinces and wealthy merchants and gentry 
who had already subscribed and paid for 
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the said Bonds, no more canvassing was 
to be made among the gentry, traders and 
masses, nor. to force payment from those 
who had su'iscribed but were unable to 
meet their obligations. In fact it was our 
intention to put « stop to any further sale 
of the Chao Hsin Bonds, and we trust that 
Viceroys and Governors of provinces have 
obeyed us in this respect. Now we again 
issue this command to all and further 
order that, with the exception of such 
provincial officials and salt monopolists 
i: Hsiichou and Huaian prefectures, in 
Kiangsu, who are still willing to subscribe 
to these Bonds, permission being hereby 
given them to do so, no other sales of 
std Bonds amongst the masses shall be 
permitted from henceforth. Viceroys, Tar- 
tar Generals, and Governors are hereby 
enjoined to investigate carefully whether 
thee are any more such extortions within 
their several jurisdictions so that the guilty 
officials shall be punished and the masses 
relieved from oppression. 

(2) Yii Pao is appointed Inspector of the 
affairs of the Mongol Bordered Red Banner 
organisation for the ensuing term. 


12th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Li Chao-wei is appointed Reader, 
and Yiin Yii-ting Recorder, respectively, of 
the Hanlin Academy. 

(2) Chi Té, Superintendent of Customs 
at Shahuk‘ou, Great Wall, reports that he 
has succeeded in collecting Tls. 9,185 over 
and above the limit required by law to be 
handed over to the Board of Revenue, and 
the said Board now asks whether, accord- 
ing to old custom, this surplus should not 
be bestowed upon the said Superintendent 
by extra grace of the Throne as a reward 
for his energy and ability. In consideration 
of the financial pressure on the govern- 
ment the extra amount thus collected shall 
be handed over to the Treasurer of the 
Privy Purse, there being no necessity of 
rewarding the said Ch‘i Té. 

(3) P‘u Ku (Imperial Clansman) is here- 
by appointed Junior Vice-President of the 
Board of Rites, and Sha Lien is transferred 
to Moukden as Vice-President of the 
Board of War. 

(4) P‘u Ku is also appointed Junior 
Vice-Commissioner of Octroi. 


13th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The cashiered ex-General Ch‘eng 
Yiin-ho who was received in audience this 
morning, is hereby restored to his former 
rank and titles and is commanded to report 


for duty to General Sung Ch‘ing, Com- 
mander of the Left Corps of the Grand 
Army of the North. 

(2) Jung Hui (Manchu) is appointed 
Senior Vice-President of the Board of 
Rites and P‘u Ting (Manchu) is appointed 
Senior Vice-President of the Board of 
War. 

(3) It has been reported to me that, of 
late, a number of Banks in Peking have 
been closing their doors, that the price of 
silver is daily growing lower and that food 
stuffs are rising higher in prices every 
day. Now in consideration of the bounti- 
ful harvests we have had during the past 
autumn there should be prosperity and 
this disastrous condition of things ought 
not to be. JI, the Empress Dowager, con- 
sider, therefore, that this has heen brought 
about by crafty merchants and brokers 
cornering the markets and thereby causing 
the masses to suffer and general business 
to be obstructed. It behoves therefore 
that steps be at once taken to remedy 
matters and I hereby command the Go- 
vernor of Peking, the Commandant of the 
Peking Gendarmerie, and the Censors of 
the Five Cities to make careful investiga- 
tions into the matter and report upon the 
actual condition of things in Peking. Pro- 
clamations are also to be issued warning 
crafty persons to mend their ways, and 
means taken to remove the pressure bur- 
dening honest traders and people just now. 

14th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) By extra grace of the Empres 
Dowager, Liu Shu-tang, Governor of Che- 
kiang, is hereby granted the privilege of 
riding in the Palace barges in the lakes 
within the Precincts of the Western Palace- 

ates. 

(2) Téng Ting-chung is appointed Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of the garrison at Tso- 
chiang, Kuangsi, and Shang Té-k‘uei, 
Major commanding the Liangwan battalion 
in Szechuan. 

15th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES., 

(1) Li Tiao-yang is appointed Police 
Censor of the Western City of Peking. 

(2) Appointing some fifty officials to the 
Metropolitan and Provincial Administra- 
tions. 
16th January. 


No papers of interest. 
17th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
(1) Wang Fu-hsiang is appointed Pre- 


. sident of the Court of Revision. 
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CASHIERED FOR ASKING FOR REFORM. 


(2) The other day we received a memo- 
rial from Tséng Ho (Manchu), Governor- 
designate of Hupeh, in which he asked 
that certain regulations, authorised from 
ancient times, in the Government ma- 
chinery be changed so as to meet the 
requirements of the present era of reform, 
etc. We accordingly sent the said memo- 
rial to the various Boards and Courts 
to be discussed for joint report to the 
Throne. We have now received a number of 
memorials in denunciation wz: from Yi Ké, 
(Manchu) Reader of the Haulin Academy, 
and Chang Chung-yi, Junior Director of 
the Banqueting Court. The one accuses 
Tséng Ho of audacity in proposing reforms 
already proved treasonable, while the other 
declares that the wording of the said 
Governor's memorial pointed more to 
raising confusion in the government of the 
future than any idea of true reform, while 
there was sarcasm in other parts of the 
memorial which was a clear breach of 
Court etiquette. In view of this, there- 
fore, and in consideration that Tséng Ho 
has been found guilty of aiming at the 
undermining of the foundations of the 
State, instead of proposing true reform 
which might lead to the prosperity and 
strength of the Empire, we hereby cashier 
him and dismiss him for ever from the 
government service. 

Note :—There are several points in the 
above decree which may be misleading to 
readers who are not aware of the real ‘ in- 
wardness ” of the politics of mandarindom. 
In the first place the astute Empress 
Dowager has issued the decree, which was 
really her own, in the Emperor’s name. 
This, of course, was meant to make the 
latter bear all the odium of such a decree, 
which will offend not only a powerful Man- 
chu Court Party, at the head of which is Yii 
Lu, Viceroy of Chihli—for the cashiered 
Tséng Ho is his nephew, and also nephew 
of Yii Ch‘ang, Governor of Honan, Yu 
Hsiang, Tartar General-designate of Sze- 
chuan, and Yu Kang, Imperial Vice-Re- 
sident of Tibet—but also those who still 
cling secretly to the Reform Party, who 
would hardly expect such a heavy punish- 
ment for a few suggestions as to reform. 
Another thing is that Tséng Ho is by no 
means a member of the Reform Party ; on 
the contrary, he has the name of being a 
violent ultra-Conservative. The explana- 
tion of this stranve memorial is that, being 
in far away Kansu at the time and out of 
touch with Court politics, and seeing that 
the Emperor was eager for reform, promot- 
ing all who suggested it, Tséng Ho thought 


he also might try for the plums falling so 
promiscuously around and dispatched his 
memorial on reform by overland courier on 
the very day of the coup détit! Once 
sent it was impossible to recall his memo- 
rial, which was sent with other documents 
for the Imperial eye, as the penalty for 
delaying or tampering with the Imperial 
overland courier post is death. A few 
days after, promotion for him as Governor 
of Hupeh came by wire, and also to other 
members of his clan as the Empress 
Dowager desired to buy the allegiance of 
the party, but this was because Tséng Ho 
had the reputation of being a strong Con- 
servative and his memorial had not yet 
arrived at Peking. Friends of the family 
in Peking were then wired to by Tséng 
Ho to intercept his unlucky memorial 
before it got handed into the Palace, but 
the Office of Transmission of State papers, 
etc., wis under the control of rivals of the 
powerful Yii family, and the result was 
that, after all, the paper came under the 
eye of the Empress Dowager.— Translator. 


18th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Yu Yin-lin is appointed Governor of 
Hupeh, vice Tséng Ho (Manchu) cashiered 
and dismissed for ever. Yii Yin-lin is 
further commanded to proceed to his new 
post at once and is excused from coming 
to Peking for the usual audience. 

(2) Jung Ch‘ing (Manchu) is appointe- 
Junior Director of the Oftice of Transmis 
sion of State papers, etc. 

(3) Li Hsing-jui is appointed Provincial 
Treasurer of Fukien vice Li Ching-hsi 
transferred to the Treasurership of Yun- 
nan, and Ting Yung (Manchu) is appoint- 
ed Provincial Judge of Chihli vice Chou 
Lien transferred to the Judgeship of Fu- 
kien, 

19th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Fu Chien (Manchu) is appointed 
Taotai of the Jehé Intendancy of Chihli, 
mce Héng Shou (Manchu) appointed Deputy 
Civil Governor of Moukden. 

(2) The Mongol Princes, Dukes and 
nobles (named) who have come to Peking 
from Mongolia to pay their annual cere- 
mony of allegiance during the coming 
New Year festivities, and who were re- 
ceived in audience before me, the Empress 
Dowager, this morning, are granted, by 
act of extra Imperial grace, the privilege 
of riding on horseback within the Precincts 
of the Western Palace-gates; and to use the 
Imperial barges in the lakes during their 
stay in the capital, 


(Jaw. 20—24, 





20th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Another decree granting similar 
privileges to a second batch of Mongol 
Princes, Dukes and nobles [names given]. 

(2) Ying Ch‘i (Manchu) is appointed 
prefect of Ch‘engté, Chihli province. 


21st January. 
No papers of interest. 


22nd January. 
IMPERIAL DECBEES. 
JUSTICE AND MERCY COMBINED. 


(1) We have recently repeatedly received 
reports from Liu K‘un-yi, Viceroy of the 
Liangkiang provinces, and Téng Hua-hsi, 
Governor of Anhui, concerning the insur- 
rection now going on among certain dis- 
reputable malcontents in the district of 
Kuoyang, Anhui, and now we have 
received a memorial from the Governor 
of Honan reporting another rising in 
Hsiayih, in that province. As Anhui and 
Honan meet each other on their borders, 
care should be taken to prevent the 
Kuoyang insurgents from combining with 
those from Hsiayih, thereby making it a 
formidable insurrection. While we must 
insist upon the summary punishment of 
all rebels without distinction, yet from the 
fact that Honan has been suffering from 
repeated famines and failures of the crops 
of late years, it may be that the difficulties 
of obtaining a livelihood may have forced 
many of the insurgents to resort to force 
in getting food. While the fact of their 
using force is indeed reprehensible and 
should be punished, yet the condition of 
these people is also pitiable, and we 
therefore desire to open a way by which 
hitherto well-intentioned men who have 
been forced by hunger to resort to arms 
may be given a chance to reform them- 
selves and abandon their more guilty 
associates. Further, as the prefectures of 
Féngyang and Yinchou, in Anhui, where 
the said insurrection is now proceeding, 
have also recently suffered from disastrous 
inundations, we hereby command the 
Board of Revenue to set about at once 
providing funds to relieve the sufferers 
of both provinces, and the Viceroy and 
Governors concerned should see to it that 
all those really needing aid be relieved 
and helped to return to their usual avoca- 
tions, whereby men who are really intent 
on rebellion and those who have been 
forced by hunger to carry arms can easily 
be differentiated and the indiscriminate 
slaughter of the guilty and innocent be 


avoided. Care should also be taken to 
prevent dishonest and avaricious local 
officials from enriching themselves by the 
funds of the. Government, and hence 
capable officers and men of integrity 
should be selected by the _ provincial 
authorities to distribute these relief funds 
in conjunction with the said local officials. 

(2) As the Emperor is still an invalid 
and under the medical supervision of 
physicians the usual solemn sacrifices 
during the end of the present year and 
also those to be held at the opening of the 
New Year, are hereby to be reverentially 
performed by Yi K‘uang, Prince Ch‘ing, 
Ist Order, and Po Ching, Prince Yi, 1st 
Order, on behalf of the Emperor. 

(3) Decree granting promotions to some 
fifty civil and military officials, connected 
with the Yellow River conservation works 
of Shantung, for services rendered in 
opportunely closing serious breaches at 
Yangshihtao, thereby preventing a recur- 
rence of disastrous inundations. 


23rd January. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Wan Pén-téng is appointed Censor 
of the Kiangnan Circuit and Wu Hung- 
chia is appointed Censor of the Shensi 
Circuit. 

(2) Ch‘éng Chang (Manchu) is appointed 
Vice-President of the Imperial Clan Court. 

(3) San-ko-cha-pu, Duke of the 2nd 
order of the Alachin Mongols (grandson of 
the celebrated Prince San-ko-lin-sin of 
Taku forts fame,—Translator), and So-té- 
na-mu-to-pu-chin, Prince, 3rd Order, of 
the Khalkha Mongols, are hereby granted 
the privilege of riding on horseback within 
the precincts of the Western Palace-gates, 
and also of using the Palace barges on the 
lakes. 

24th January. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


THE POWDER MAGAZINE EXPLOSION AT 
HANGCHOW. ; 

Liao Shou-féng, Governor of Chékiang, 
reports a serious gunpowder explosion in 
his provincial capital of Hangchow recent- 
ly, and asks that punishment may be 
administered to the officials concerned 
whose negligence and lack of vigilance 
occasioned the catastrophe. Liu Tao-téng, 
Colonel and military officer in charge of 
the said magazine, and Yen Hsi-lan, a civil 
oficer of the 9th grade, his assistant, are 
hereby ordered to be cashiered and dis- 
missed the service. The department 
magistrate Hsii Kuang-yung, in whose 
jurisdiction the explosion occurred, and 
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who was, therefore, in part also guilty of 
negligence, is also cashiered but allowed 
to retain his post. 


25th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Shan Hsiu-kang is appointed Bri- 
gadier-General of the MUsining military 
division of Kansu province. 


SPECIAL REWARDS TO CHINESE ABROAD. 


(2) We have received a joint memorial 
from the Grand Secretary, Li Hung-ching ; 
Liu K‘un-yi, Viceroy of the Liangkiang 
provinces ; and Chang Ju-mei, Governor 
of Shantung, acknowledging receipt of 
contributions amounting to Tls. 40,000 
subscribed by Li Tai-ts‘ing and others, 
me chants trading in the Straits Settle- 
ments, towards the famine relief funds of 
Kiangsu and Shantung, that is to say, 
Tls. 200,000 given to Kiangsu relief and 
a similar sum to Shantung. These large 
sums were transmitted through the Taotai 
Li Ching-yung who was deputed to go to 
the Straits Settlements to collect these 
subscriptions. The patriotism and _phi- 
lanthropy of the said Li Tai-tsing and his 
fellow subscribers, men working tens of 
thousands of l¢ away from their mother 
country, is indeed most commendable and 
worthy of record. We hereby command 
that extraordinary rewards in official titles 
and rank be bestowed on these worthy 
merchants in proportion to the amounts 
subscribed by each as a token of the 
Imperial recognition and commendation 
and a mark of extra Imperial bounty. But 
it must be further understood by the joint 
memorialists that these rewards are unique 
and must not be taken as a precedent for 
future subscriptions to famine relief and 
the Board concerned is ordered to take 
note thereon. 


26th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Grand Secretary K‘un Kang 
(Imperial Clansman) is hereby commanded 
to travel by Imperial Couricr post to inves- 
tigate certain charges made in connection 
with the management of the western 
Imperial mausolea. 


(2) In accordance with the memorial of 
Wén Hai, Imperial Resident at Lhassa, 
Tibet, we hereby appoint Chih-la-pa-ch'eh 
(Tibetan) to be Commandant of the Tibetan 
garrison of that city. 
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27th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
THE PREROGATIVE OF THE THRONE, 


(1) By special edict of the Empress 
Dowager Tze-hsi-tuan-yu, etc., P‘o Chin, a 
son of the Imperial Noble of the 1st class, 
Tsai Ying, is hereby appointed grandson 
and heir of Yi Hui, Prince Fuching, 2nd 
Order, and is by extra act of grace created 
a Prince of the 4th Order (Bei-lzz). 

(2) We have received the joint report of 
the Grand Council and the Board of Re- 
venue with reference to the fixing ofa 
regular tariff in revard to the value of 
tribute rice vid the Grand Canal, the idea 


being to allow the farmers in the provinces 


to send up their tribute in money instead 
of in kind and so simplify matters for them. 
It seems, however, that, owing to the 
daily enhanceinent of the exchange for 
copper cash and a corresponding cheapen- 
ing of the value of silver, the farmers who 
have to pay their tribute and taxes in 
copper cash, while they receive’ the 
value of their sales in silver, are being 
severely overburdened, while the rice 
officials on the other hand manag» to fatten 
themselves upon the ensrmous difference 
in exchange. This is indeed a thing to be 
deprecated and «gainst the original wishes 
of the Throne. In future, therefore, there 
inust be a fixed ratio between copper cash 
and silver, the scale to be used being the 
official Kuping recognised by the Govern- 
ment financial departments. All who dare 
to disobey this decree shall be punished 
with the utmost severity upon being 
denounced to the Throne. 


28th January. 
No papers of interest. 


29th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Li Hai-huan, Minister to Germany, 
is hereby appointed Chief Director of the 
Court of Sacriticial Worship. 

(2) Nai Tung (Mongol) is appointed 
Chief Director of the Ceremonial Court. 

(3) The grand ceremonial worship at the 
Altars dedicated to the Imperial dynasty 
on the 10th day of the 2nd moon, usually 
conducted by the Emperor in person, is 
hereby commanded to be delegated to 
Chin Ch‘i, Prince Kéchin, 2nd Order. 

(4) The Censor Yii Chéng-k6 states 
that if the provincial armies are to be of 
any use in times of emergency, strict 
orders should be issued commanding Tartar 
Generals, Viceroys, and Governors tv con- 
stantly inspect and review their troops in 





person and not as has been usually the case, 
depute the duty to their military subor- 
dinates. This is very true, and the high 
provincial authorities are required to bear 
this in mind. They are also expected to 
frequently temporarily transfer troops to 
the capital who are stationed far away, so 
that they may have the benefit of instruc- 
sion in mobilisation and combined drills 
with the battalions stationed in and near 
the capi als; while, also, the said high 
officials would be able by personal inspec- 
tion to dismiss from the ranks any soldiers 
whom they may consider sick, weak, or 
superannuated. Military officers who have 
been found guilty of lack of discipline and 
laziness in drilling their men are to be de- 
nounced and punished at every available 
opportunity. 
30th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Kuei Nien, Pén Kuei, Ch‘ing Mien, 
and Fu Liang (Manchus) are hereby ap- 
pointed Inspectors of Banner affairs for 
the next twelve months. 

(2) Hui Yung (Manchu) is appointed 
prefect of Kuangningfu, Kuangsi province. 

(3) We have received a memoral from 
Liu K‘un-yi, Viceroy of the Liangkiang 
provinces, in which he denounces the 
following officials:—Tsai Shih-pao, an 
expectant Taotai, and Superintendent of 
the Nanking Powder works, for laziness, 
lack of organisation, and sharp practices; 
the expectant Taotai, Tang Kuang-chao, 
Chief Commissioier of Likin at the 
Tashéng Customs, Nanking, for various 
culpable actions, thereby c.using mer- 
chants and people to unite in de- 
nouncing his name, and accuse him of 
rapidly enriching himself t the detriment 
of the provincial exchequer and pockets of 
the merchants; and the expectant district 
magistrade T‘ang Shu, for undignified con- 
duct unworthy of an official and otherwise 
shameless actions. The thr. offic rs above 
named are hereby commanded to be at once 
cashiered and dismissed from the service. 


31st January. 

IMPERIAL DECREE. 
THE END OF THE KUYANG INSURRECTION. 

We have received a joint memorial 

telegraphed by Lin K'un-yi, Viceroy of 
the Liangkiang ; Tény Hua-hsi, Governor 
of Anhui; and Yu Chang, Governor of 
Honan, reporing the end of the Kuyang 
Insurrection in the northern pertion of 
Anhui province. There were fears at first 
that this insurrection might spread into the 
neighbouring provinces of Kiangsu and Ho- 
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nan, and so the Viceroy of the former and 
Governor of the latter were specially com- 
manded to join forces with the troops of 
the Governor »f Anhui and do their ut- 
most in crushing the said insurrection and 
preventing it from spreading into other 
provinces. We learn now by the ahove 
noted telegram that the Grand Chief of the 
insurrection, one Liu ‘‘ Ka-ta,” (the last ia 
a nickname denoting that the man’s face 
and neck were overspread by _ boils.— 
Translator.) has been captured alive, and as 
he ‘‘ confessed” that the bogus King of the 
rebel confederation, namely Niu Shih- 
hsiu, and the other so-called civil officers 
of the bogus State, were really under his 
command, it seeined that this prisoner was 
the greatest culprit and most important 
personage of the insurrection. In view of 
this the joint memorialist decided to sum- 
marily decapitate the prisoner, and send 
his head to the scene of insurrection to 
notify the rebels of the death of their Grand 
Chief or Generalissimo. The capture of 
Liu Ch‘éng, Chief insurgent of Wangchia- 
tsai, near Kuyang; Shao Ta-fa and Lu 
Féng-lin, two other important chiefs, 
having been effected by the combined 
troops, and the three being also decapitated 
on the spot, it seemed, broke the back of 
the insurrection and the bulk of the in- 
surgents scattering, the bogus King and his 
officers of state were compelled to flee 
for their lives and a strict search is 
being now made for them: Now as the 
insurrection is reported to be crushed 
and the disturbed distric’s pacified, 
the condition of the luckless people 
an! the inhabitants living in the region 
bordering the said districts must be 
pitiable in the extreme. We hereby order 
the said Viceroy and Governors to at once 
instruct their Provincial Treasurers to 
provide relief funds to buy rice for the 
suffering people, who have already been 
burdened by previous failures of their 
crops, and we desire herein to say that, 
should «any of the subordinate officials 
deputed to distribute relief, be found 
guilty of peculation in this respect they 
must at once be denounced to the Throne 
for the severest punishment allowable by 
law. A report upon what has been done 
in respect of relief is likewise expected by 
the Throne at an early date. 


ist February. 
No papers of interest. 
2nd February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 


The other day, owing to dissatisfaction 
among the Manchu Banner troops as to 
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the dirty and uneatable quality of the rice 
distributed to them every month by the 
authorities of the Imperial Granaries, at 
Peking, we commanded that in future the 
rice distributed shall be composed of nine- 
tenths new rice and one-tenth old; an 
order which is beyond cavil. But now 
Ch‘ang Sui, (Manchu) Superintendent of 
Imperial Granaries, and his Chinese col- 
league complain that, of late, the officers 
charged with this distribution at the said 
Granaries have recently been frequently 
hustled about and sometimes even mobbed 
by the large number of Bannermen who 
come to receive their monthly rations. 
These men, on the pretext of picking out 
bad rice, crowd into the Granaries shoving 
the clerks and officials about and refuse to 
listen to their sergeants who accompany 
them to keep order. This is not right and 
we hereby command the Captains-General 
of Banner Corps to preserve discipline and 
order amongst their men when next they 
go to receive their rice. On the other 
hand, we would impress upon the memo- 
rialists the importance of compelling their 
subordinates to carefully select none but 
eatable rice for distribution, so as to avoid 
further causes of dissatisfaction. The first 
disturbers of the peace as well.as those 
whose conduct cause such disturbances shall 
be severely punished. 
3rd February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


CANOELLATION OF SENTENCES OF 
DEGRADATION. 
I, the Empress Dowager Tze-hsi-tuan- 
yu, etc., hereby command that the sen- 


tences of degradation, whether of three | 


steps, two steps, or one step in rank, with 
retention of office, hitherto in force against 
the following named high officials of state 
be this day cancelled and their several 
ranks restored to their owners :—The 
Grand Secretary Jung Lu; Chi MUsiu, 
(Manchu) President of the Board. of Civil 
Appointments; Ch‘ung Kuang, Li Shan 
and Shih Shu, (Manchus) Comptrollers- 
General of the Imperial Household De- 
partment; and Chang Pai-hsi, Literary 
Chancellor of Kuangtung province. With 
reference to Huai Ta-pu, (Manchu) Pre- 
sident of the Court of Censors, who had 
his decoration of the Peacock’s feather 
taken away when degraded as President 
of the Board of Rites, I hereby command 
- that the same be also restored him. 

Note :—All of the officials above-named 
were degraded by the Emperor, angered 
at their lukewarmness in carrying out his 
Majesty's reform schemes, with the excep- 


tion of Chang Pai-hsi (the last but one 
named in above decree) who was degraded 
by the Empress Dowager herself but kept 
in office, owing to his having recommended 
the Reformer, Kang Yii-wel, as a man 
fitted to represent his country at the 
Courts of Foreign Powers.—Translator. 


4th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


ONE OF THE CAUSES OF THE SPREAD OF 
THE RECENT REBELLION IN KUANGSI. 


Huang Huai-sén, Governor of Kuangsi, 
states that, when the recent rebellion in 
his province first began in the city of 
Yulin, near Wuchou, many of the military 
commandants of the cities in the vicinity, 
as well as the Lieutenant-Colonel of Yiilin 
itself, displayed such hesitation and delay 
in proceeding to the scene of disturbance 
that the rebels took courage and men 
flocked to their standards in such great 
numbers that when the military officers 
actually arrived they were outmatchde 
and outnumbered at every point. These 
officers were, therefore, guilty of neglect 
and cowardice and it was partly through 
them that the rebellion was permitted to 
spread so rapidly and disastrously. The said 
Governor, therefore, prays that the follow- 
ing officers be punished, viz:—Chiang Hsi- 
kuel, Lieutenant-Colonel in charge of 
the Yiilin garrison ; Ho Yuen-féng, Colonel 
Commandant of the Lungchou battalion ; 
and Liu Té-sheng, Major commanding the 
Nanning garrison. We hereby command 
that the three officers named above be 
forthwith cashiered and dismissed the 
Service as a warning to others. 


5th February. 
No papers of interest. 
6th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


I, the Empress Dowager Tze-hsi-tuan- 
yu, ete., hereby order that the following 
high officials be restored their former 
ranks and titles which had previously been 
taken away from them :—E-k6-tang-a, Tar- 
tar General of Féngtien, to be restored 
his decorations of the Peacock’s feather 
and Fa-shang-a& title of the Batwra (1st 
class badge for bravery); Chi Lu, Tartar 
General of Hangchow; Yii Lu, Viceroy 
of Chihli; Hsiang Lin, Assistant Military 
Governor of Ch‘ahar, Mongolia; Hsi 
Liang, Provincial Judge of Shansi; 
Fén Ch‘é, Captain-General of the Manchu 
Bordered Yellow Banner organisation ; 
and Té Yiin, Lieutenant-General of -the 
Manchu Yellow Banner organisation. Ts‘ao 
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Chih-chung, who as Brigadier-General of 
the Funing Military Division of Fukien 
was formerly cashiered and dismissed, is 
aed restored to his former post and 
rank. 


7th February. 
No papers of interest. 


8th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 


Jén Hsi-fén, Taotai of the Ch‘uantung 
Intendancy of Szechuan (Chungking), is 
hereby ordered to resign his post and 
come up to Peking for an audience. 


9th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Hsia Shih is appointed Taotai of Chung- 
king (Ch‘uantung Intendancy) Szechuan, 
vice Jén Hsi-fan ordered up to Peking. 


10th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
THE INUNDATIONS IN KIANGPEH. THE 
EMPRESS DOWAGER’S SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION. 


(1) Sung Ch‘un, Director-General of the 
Grand Canal, reports that notwithstanding 
the fact that Liu K‘un-yi, Viceroy of the 
Liangkiang provinces, has had his deputies 
scattered about the prefectures of Hsiichou 
and Huaian, in North Kiangsu, distri- 
butiny relief to the sufferers from the 
recent inundations caused by the over- 
flowing of the Yellow River, the distress 
is still very widespread and unless speedy 
means of help arrive no less than 200,000 
to 300,000 lives will be lost. I feel 
much regret and sorrow at the receipt 
of this news and sympathise greatly 
with the sufferings of my poor subjects. 
I hereby command that the sum of Tls. 
50,000 be granted from the Privy Purse to 
relieve the distress and,that no time may be 
lost, the Provincial Treasurer of Kiangsu 
shall first advance the said sum which he 
shall at once distribute where the most 
good can be done. Let there be no delay 
nor peculation by dishonest petty officials 
under pain of my heaviest displeasure. 


MILITARY OFFICERS PUNISHED. 


(2) Chang Ju-mei, Governor of Shan- 
tung, denounces two military officers under 
him commanding troops, namely, Briga- 
dier-General Liu Chih-k‘uei, and a Major 
named Li Féng-sien, They are accused of 
having insufticient complements of men in 
their regiments aud of pocketing the pay 
of the troops. They are hereby cashiered 
and dismissed for ever from the service 
and as extra punishment for their crime are 


to be banished to the Amur region to 
work as convicts on the post roads. 

From the 10th to the 13th of February, 
being the first portion of the New Year 
holidays during which no Court was held 
for the transaction of affairs of State, 
there were no decrees issued. 


14th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Huang Huai-sen, Governor of Kuangsi, 
reports the prolonged illness of Yu Chih- 
k‘ai, Provincial Treasurer of said province, 
and asks on his behalf that the said Trea- 
surer may be allowed to resign his post and 
return home. The prayer is granted. 


15th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


K‘uei Yuan (Manchu), Provincial Judge 
of Kuangtung, is hereby promoted Provin- 
cial Treasurer of Kuangsi, vice Yu Chih- 
k‘ai, resigned, and Wu Ying-sun, Taotai 
of Ningpo, is promoted Provincial Judge 
of Kuangtung, vice K‘uei Yuan promoted 
as above. 


16th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Ch‘éng MUsiin, Taotai of Kiukiang 
(Kuang-Jao-Kiu-Nan Intendancy of Kiang- 
si), is hereby commanded to be transferred 
to the Ningpo Taotaiship (Ning-Shao-T‘ai 
TIntendancy of Chékiang) vacated by Wu 
Ying-sun, promoted Provincial Judge of 
Kuangtung, and Ming Chang (Manchu) is 
appointed to the post at Kiukiang vacated 
by the said Ch‘éng Hsin. 


17th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Owing to the numerous complaints we 
had received about the wearying delay liti- 
gants have had to suffer through the lazi- 
ness of judical officials in settling cases 
brought to them for decision, we issued, 
the other day, a special decree calling upon 
all yaméns, both in Peking and in the pro- 
vinces, whose duty was to try all judicial 
cases, to reform their ways, lose no time 
in settling up all old cases, and take up 
those that came in their order, settling such 
without any unnecessary delay. But from 
what we have recently had brought to our 
notice these commands have not been 
obeyed in the majority of cases and we, 
therefore, appeal once more to our judici- 
ary, especially the Board of Punishments, 
the Governor of Peking, the Gendarmerie, 
and the Police Censors of the Five Cities 
of the Capital. Let there be no more com- 
plaints in this connection, aad let there be 
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no more indiscriminate imprisonment of 
litigants, for only in this way can we ex- 
pect to lessen in part the sufferings of the 
masses. 


18th February. 


IMPERIAL DECREE, 


We have received harrowing descriptions 
about the distress of our subjects in the 
province of Chilli, and learn also that in 
the districts of Wutsing, Ch‘ichou, Pao- 
ting, and nineteen other districts and de- 
partments [named here] there are villages 
and hamlets where the farmers were unable 
last autumn to harvest more than 1/10 or 1/5 
of the crops they had sowed in the summer. 
Excluding the relief which is being already 
distributed »mongst the sufferers, we here- 
by command, as an extra act of grace, that 
the taxes due this spring on said lands be 
not collected at present, but that time be 
given to the people to pay their dues in 
the autumn of the present year, when it is 
to be hoped that they will have recovered 
somewhat, The same grace is to be 
extended to those farmers who have leased 
laud in the above-named districts from the 
various Banner organisations and Manchu 
nobles. 


19th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Wei Kuang-tao, Governor of Shensi, 
reports failure of the crops throughout a 
large portion of his province and sends us 
a list of the districts affected [twenty-one 
in all} with a prayer that time be given to 
the sufferers to pay their taxes and dues. 
We hereby grant the prayer, the sufferers 
being given until next autumn to do so, 
and in the meantime we command the said 
Governor tv» see where help is most needed 
and to make arrangements for distributing 
relief without delay. 


20th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Sonic time ago Ts‘én Hsuan-ch‘un, Vice- 
Director of the Imperial Stud Court, and 
the Censor, Feng MHsi-jén, jointly me- 
morialised us denouncing Huang Huai- 
sen, Governor of Kuangsi; Tsai Hsi-pin, 
Provincial Judge of same; Huang Jén chi, 
Taotai of the Yuchiang Intendancy of said 
province, and others, on the charge of care- 
lessness in their duties, favouritism, and 
receiving of bribes. The duty of investiga- 
ting this matter was given to Ch‘én Pao- 
chén, Governor of Hunan, but owing to the 
latter having subsequently been cashiered 
and dismissed we ordered his successor, 
Yii Lien-san, to undertake the work. Yi 


~ 


11 


Lien-san’s report is now before us, in which 
he states that the charges against Huang 
Huai-sen were entirely based on report 
and unreliable. Now having regard to the 
services rendered by the said Governor 
d::ring the recent rebellion in Kuangsi and 
the energetic way, considering the lack of 
funds at his disposal, in which he crushed 
the said rebellion, whatever may have been 
the accused Governor’s faults it would seem 
that his services outbalance the former and, 
therefore, we consider the incident as 
regards him closed ; exhorting him, how- 
ever, to be diligent in restoring order and 
peace in the disturbed districts now pass- 
ing through the crisis of reorganisation, 
and thus deserve the confidence we place 
in him. With regard to the charges against 
Tsai Hsi-pin, Provincial Judge, the report 
states that, although he has not been found 
guilty of personally receiving bribes, still 
he was found to be partial towards his 
own fellow-provincials and under the evil 
influence of his servants. In fact the 
reputation of the said Provincial Judge 
has been found to he most unsavoury and 
we, therefore,conimund that he be cashiered 
and dismissed for ever from the public 
service, The said Taotai of Yuchiang is 
hereby ordered to resign his post for 
having acted in a dilatory manner at the 
commencement of the recent rebellion and 
otherwise showiny himself an incapable 
officer. As for the other accused officials, 
such as Chang Pih-féng, prefect of Wu- 
chou; Yeh Néng-ti, expectant district 
magistrate ; and Wang Ch‘i-hung, Captain 
of the Lunglin regiment, who have been 
sound guilty of various misdemeanours 
during the said r-bellion, they are hereby 
cashiered and disinissed the service. 


21st February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Hsi Liang(Manchu), Provincial Judge 
of Shansi,is hereby transferred to a similar 
post in Hunan, and Li Ting-siao, Taotai of 
the An-Lii-Ch‘u-Ho Intendancy of Anhui, 
is hereby promoted Provincial Judge of 
Shansi. Yu Usiu (Manchu) is appointed 
to the Taotaiship vacated by the said Li 
Ting-siao as noted above. 

(2) Hsi Hsien (Manchu), is appointed 
Taotai of the Yuchiang Intendancy of 
Kuangsi, vice Huang Jén-chi compelled to 
resign on account of incapability. 

(3) Téng Hua-hsi, Governor of Anhui, 
asks that punishments may be given to 
certain officials whose incapability was 
apparent during the recent rebellion in 
Kuoyang. It is stated that when the rebel 
chief, Niu Shih-hsiu, hoisted the flag of 
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rebellion the district magistrate of Kuo- 
yang could easily have nipped it in the bud 
by showing proper energy and diligence in 
the matter; but through his incapability 
the rebels were encouraged to gather force 
and numbers, thereby spreading themselves 
through a large portion of the province. 
We hereby command that the said magis- 
trate, Ao Yang-ai, be forthwith cashiered 
and dismissed for ever from the service. 
The said Governor further recommends 
the cashiering of Ch‘én Fu-yuan, who suc- 
ceeded the above magistrate as acting 
magistrate of Kuoyang, for lack of dilig- 
ence in his police organisation and for 
suppressing facts in the case of robberies 
i his district and failing to report them to 
his superior officers, thereby encouraging 
the brigands in their bloody deeds. We 
consider that simply cashiering such an 
officer is too light a sentence and order the 
man to be cashiered and dismissed for 
ever. 


22nd February. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Wang Lien-san is appointed Brigadier- 
General of the Kaochou military division 
of Kuangtung province vice Yu Hu-en, 
resigned on account of sickness. 

(2) The unattached expectant Taotai 
Ying Ch‘ang (Manchu) who had audience 
of us this morning is hereby promoted to 
the rank of an expectant Manchu Brigadier- 
General, and his name is to be recorded 
as first on the list for such appointment. 

(3) I, the Empress Dowager Tze-hsi- 
tuan-yu, etc., hereby grant the decoration 
of the Premier button (Z’ou-pin Ting-tai) 
to the following scions of Manchu no- 
bility :—P‘u ch‘éng, son of Tsai Lien, 
Prince of the 3rd Order; P‘u Hsi, son of 
Tsai Ch‘i, Prince of Tuan, Ist Order; Yii 
Chang, son of P‘u Lun, Prince of the 4th 
Order ; and Yii Chia, son of the Imperial 
Noble, P‘u Ch‘uan. 


23rd February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ying Ch‘ang, expectant Manchu 
Brigadier-General, is appointed to serve 
on the staff of Jung Lu, Generalissimo of 
the Grand Army of the North. 

(2) Formerly, owing to the financial 
straits of the Imperial Exchequer, the 
Board of Revenue reported that there 
were a large number of Princes, nobles, 
and officials, both in Peking and the pro- 
vinces, anxious to contribute towards a 
fund for the assistance of the Exchequer, 
but who refused to take back Chao Hain 
Bonds as receipt for their contributions, 


whist also disclaiming any intention of 
receiving any reward from the Throne 
in recognition of the proposed service. 
This, however, seemed to us as taking too 
great an advantage of our subjects, and 
that such a measure was only permissible 
in a crisis of last resort. It then seemed 
best to us at the time to refuse contribu- 
tions made on such a basis. Now, however, 
Jung Lu and his colleagues have again 
reverted to the subject declaring that, as 
itis a movement of a most spontaneous 
nature, joyfully and sincerely offered 
by our Princes, nobles, and officials, it 
would be impolitic to disappoint such 
loyal and patriotic offers of assistance, 
and, therefore, the consent of the Throne 
is earnestly besought and prayed for. It, 
therefore, behoves us to grant our sanction 
to this measure and that such as are will- 
ing to contribute money to the Exchequer 
without receiving any Chao Hsin Bonds 
therefor, may do so as a mark of their 
patriotism and loyalty. But it also be- 
hoves the Throne to give some mark of 
approbation and, therefore, we command 
that Tsai Shou, son of Yi K‘uang, Prince 
Ching, Ist Order, be granted the decora- 
tion of the Premier civil button ; that P‘u 
Wei, Prince Kung, Ist Order ; Shan Chi, 
Prince Shu, 1st Order; Tsai Ch‘i, Prince 
Tuan, 2nd Order ; Tsai Lien, Prince of the 
3rd Order; and Tsai Lan, Duke of tha 
2nd Order, be handed over to the Im- 
perial Clan Court for the determination 
of adequate rewards ; and that the Board 
of Revenue be commanded to draw up 
a list of officials in the capital and in 
the provinces who have offered their 
contributions, for recommendation to the 
Boards of Civil Appointments and of War 
for adequate rewards. With reference, 
however, to the contributions previously 
offered by such cashiered and otherwise 
punished officials as the Ex-Imperial Tutor 
and Grand Secretary, Wéng Tuno-ho; 
Li Tuan-yii, ex-President of the Board 
of Rites; and Chang Yin-huan, ex-Vice 
President of the Board of Revenue, 
we hereby command that these several 
sums of money be collected from the 
donors’ respective homes and deposited 
in the local government treasuries under 
the heading of ‘'Fines and Confisca- 
tions,” there to await instructions from 
the Throne as to their future disposal. 
We note further that Lu Ch‘uan-lin, 
Governor of Kuangtung, has also sent 
up a list of wealthy and patriotic gen- 
tlemen, belonging to Tinghsinghsien, the 
native district of the said Governor, 
who have handed to him a large sum 
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of money as their contribution towards 
the Exchequer, and that he prays to be 
permitted to transmit this joint contribu- 
tion to Peking on their behalf. The 
prayer is granted, but although the donors 
refuse to receive Chao Hsin Bonds in 
exchange and decline reward for their act, 
we still persist that their names be handed 
to the Board of Civil Appointments for 
determination of adequate rewards, al- 
though they may be excused from receiving 
the said Bonds. Finally, those amongst our 
wealthy merchants, notables, and gentry 
throughout the country who are willing 
to accept Chao Hsin Bonds in return for 
sums contributed, to all such shall be grant- 
ed these Bonds and care taken for the 
prompt observance of the dates for repay- 
ment of principal and interest, in order to 
show our people that the Government is 
sincere and able to fulfil its obligations. 
(3) We have received two memorials 
reporting the great distress in Anhui 
province and appealing to the Government 
for help, the writers being the Assistant 
Grand Secretary, Sun Chia-nai, and the 
Censor, Yi Ch‘eng-ko. On a former occa- 
sion having been informed of the utter 
failure of the crops in Féngyang and other 
prefectures of Anhui, and the consequent 
distress of the inhabitants, we commanded 
the Board of Revenue to send at onco 
Tis. “0,000 to T*eng Elua-hsi, Governor 
of said province, for distribution to the 
actual sufferers. Then, when the revolt at 
Kuoyang occurred, suspecting that, among 
the insurgents, there must be many who 
had been forced to join through the dif- 
ficulty of getting food, we instructed Liu 
K‘un-yi, Viceroy of the Liangkiang pro- 
vinces, and his Governors to raise the money 
needed for distribution at Kuoyang and ad- 
jacent districts, a measure which met with 
great success. But we wish to show that the 
welfare of our subjects is always supreme 
in our thoughts, night and day, and that 
the Throne is always willing to render all 
needful help amongst the masses, and 
although the above-named menoorialists 
have only brought to mind what had 
already been done for relieving ‘he distress 
in that province, we are still inclined to 
think that there is yet acute suffering 
amongst people who have not received full 
help owing to the extent of the famine and 
the insufficiency of the funds raised for 
distribution. We, therefore, command the 
Board of Revenue to send another sum of 
Tis. 50,000 to Anhui for distribution by 
the said Governor against the help needed 
during tho spring, at the time when plant- 
ing is just begun and the farmers require 


food to tide them over until their crops 
are harvested in the summer. We also sanc- 
tion the said Assistant Grand Secretary’s 
recommendation that the Viceroys and 
Governors of other provinces be asked to 
open lists in their respective provinces 
where the philanthropic may contribute 
towards the help needed in Anhui, and, 
further, that rewards in official rank be 
offered to all who contribute towards these 
funds. Let there be no delay in setting 
forward this movement and let the Board 
take due note of the proposed rewards. 


24th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


A K’6é-tan (Manchu) is appointed Senior 
Vice-President of the Board of War, and 
P’u Ting (Imperial Clansman) Senior Vice- 
President of the Board of Punishments. 


25th February. 
No papers of interest. 


26th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The other day we received a memorial 
from Hsiang Lin (Manchu), Brigacier- 
General of T‘aining, denouncing Yii Ching 
(Manchu), Guardian of the Western Mau- 
solea, and charging him and hissubordinates 
with neglecting the usual ceremonies to be 
observed at the said Mausolea as well as 
shamelessly receiving bribes, etc. We ac- 
cordingly sent the Grand Secretary, K‘un 
Kang, by courier post service to the spot 
to investigate said charges. Fron his 
report we find that many of the charges 
preferred by the said Brigadier-General 
not only turned out to be true but that 
there seemed to be more rascality and 
fraud existent than had at first been be- 
lieved. Yet we find that the said Grand 
Secretary has recommended but. slight 
punishments for the guilty officials, which 
we find most unsatisfactory and therefore 
hereby command the said Grand Secretary 
to go over the case again and take care how 
he makes a similar mistake again. In fact, 
it seems that this habit of whitewashing 
matters by investigating officials has 
now become a sort of custom, as it were, 
and this leads us to think that when P‘u 
Liang was sent the other day to Shantung, 
to investigate certain charges of fraud and 
dishonesty, etc., in regard to the distribu- 
tion of the Yellow River Inundation 
Famine Fund, and other matters, he also, 
managed to slur over the faults of the 
guilty officials and whitewash their case. 
It, however, behoves us to warn all our 
Ministers that any further conduct of such 


(Fes..26—Mar, 2. 





a nature will bring upon them very severe 
punishment in the future. 


27th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Yiin Shéng (Manchu) is appointed 
Grain Intendant of Shensi province. 

(2) We received lately a memorial from 
the Hanlin Reader, Ch‘én Ping-ho, ac- 
cusing Chang Ju-mei, Governor of 
Shantung, of trusting his body-servants to 
an extraordinary degree; of having re- 
ceived a bribe of Tls. 30,000 from Chang 
Shang-ta, the cashiered ex-Taotai of Chi- 
nan; of allowing his secretaries to dab- 
ble with judicial cases and ‘‘ buy” 
justice for their clients; of using funds 
contributed towards relieving sufferers 
from the Yellow River inundations; of 
defective police organisation ; that when 
Li Hung-chang arrived at the borders of 
Shantung to investigate the condition of 
the Yellow River the said Governor 
curried favour by giving the said Li 
Hung-chang a most sumptuous and royal 
reception; and that for this purpose at 
least T'ls. 1,000 a day was being expended 
upon Li Hung-chang and his suite, beyond 
which money allowances were given each 
member of the said suite daily as ‘‘ ex- 
penses,” so that not a single member but 
had his utmost avarice fully gratified before 
the mission was half over. Finally such were 
the sumptuous repasts the said Governor 
gave to Li Hung-chang that it is charged that 
some of them often cust quite Tis. 10,000 
each. When we read this memorial we at 
once sent Pfu Liang to Shantunyg to in- 
vestigate the matter, but his report appears 
unsa'isfactory to us. However, as the said 
Hanlin Reader’s charg»s are most serious 
and likely to cause considerable doubt and 
suspicion amongst officials both in Peking 
as well as in the provinces, we doubt not 
but that the said Hanlin must have had in 
his posses ton material proofs for making 
his charges, and we, therefore, command 
him to pr. duce them, for we are determin- 
ed to examine the matter to the very 
bottom. 

28th February. 


No papers of interest. 


1st March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Yii Hsiin (Manchu) is appointed an 
extra Chamberlain of the Imperial Ante- 
Chamber, by extra grace of the Empress 
Dowager. 

(2) Kn T‘ao (Manchu) is appointed an 
Imperial Body Guardsman of the 1st-class. 


2nd March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The other day in issuing our rescript 
with reference to the serious charges made 
against Chang Ju-mei, Governor of Shan- 
tung, by the Hanlin Reader, Ch‘én Ping- 
ho, we stated that, in making them, the 
memorialist must have had certain proofs 
in hand to embolden him in presenting 
such charges, and we therefore, command- 
ed him to give chem to us or state his 
case more clearly. Ch‘én Ping-ho has, 
therefore, presented his reply which, how- 
ever, appears to be a very lame one and, 
under the circumstances, most reprehensi- 
ble. For instance, he states that Chang 
Ju-mei is an adept at currying favour 
with his superiors because when the said 
Governor of Shantung, while only an 
expectant Taotai in Kiangsu in charge of 
the salt tax office, he was most intimate 
and had daily intercourse with Li Shan 
(now Vice-President of the Board of Re- 
venue) who was at the time Imperial 
Commissioner of Silk-looms. Then, again, 
when the said Chang Ju-mei was Pro- 
vincial Treasurer of Shensi and acting 
Governor, he held most intimate relations 
with Jung Lu (now Grand Secretary), at 
that time holding the post of Tartar 
General of Hsian, capital of Shensi. These 
charges are in the face of them both 
foolish and unaccountable. For when 
Chang Ju-mei had charge of the salt tax 
office he was stationed in Kiangpeh (North 
Kiangsu), many hundred li from Soochow 
(South Kiangsu) where the said Li Shan 
resided as Commissioner of Silk-looms. 
How then could all this intimacy and daily 
intercourse exist? It would be a physical 
impossibility. Then as to the charge of 
intimacy and close intercourse with Jung 
Lu, while this official was Tartar General 
of Hsian. Now Jung Lu left Hsian for 
Peking in the autumn of the year 1894; 
while it was not until the early spring of 
1895 that Chang Ju-mei, as Provincial 
Judyve of Shansi, was promoted Provincial 
Treisurer of Shensi, and not until May of 
the same year that he held the acting seals 
of the Governorship of that province—long 
before which Jung Lu had already been 
appointed a Metropolitan official. These 
barefaced and baseless charges, therefore, 
fall through of themselves, for even, for 
the sake of argument, if Chang Ju-mei had 
indeed held office in the same cities and at 
the same time as the others, what proof 
could there be brought forward of undue 
intimacy and close friendship? The Han- 
lin memorialist has, therefore, been indeed 
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reprehensible and should be severely 
punished according to law, but as an act 
of extra mercy we only command that the 
said Hanlin be brought before the Grand 
Council and personally censured for his 
conduct. 


3rd March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Yii Lu, Viceroy of Chihli, accuses the 
acting district magistrate of Feihsiang of 
changing, on his own responsibility, many 
of the customs in regard to the collection 
of taxes in his jurisdiction ; changes which 
proved so distasteful tu the gentry and 
people of that district that a petition was 
presented tv the said Viceroy complaining 
of the said acting magistrate’s conduct. 
A deputy sent to make private enquiries 
as to the charges also reported them to 
be genuine and, as such is the case, 
we hereby command that the said magis- 
trate be cashiered and dismissed from the 
Service. 

4th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

We have received a memorial from the 
Court of Sacrificial Ceremony asking that 
a Director be appointed to the said Court. 
We hereby appoint Li Chao-wei to the 
said post. 


56th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Wén Chih (Manchu) is appointed Li- 
terary Chancellor of Chékiang province. 


6th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


(1) Chu Yi-fan is appointed Reader, and 
Hsu Ch‘i Recorder, respectively, of the 
Hanlin Academy. 

(2) As Wén Chih has been appointed 
Literary Chancellor in the provinces his 
post of Junior Vice-President of the Board 
of War is hereby temporarily given to 
Ching Li (Manchu). 

(3) Téng Hua-hsi, Governor of Anhui, 
denounces one Shang Chuan-hui, an ex- 
magistrate of Kuoyang, who recently pur- 
chased the higher rank of expectant sub- 
prefect of Hupeh, on the charge that, when 
magistrate of Kuoyang, that official’s in- 
capability and effete police organisation 
were the main causes which eventually led 
to the recent rebellion in that district 
and elsewhere. As this is the case, even 
although the accused official has had the 
impudence to purchase his promotion into 
another province, so as to get rid of being 
made responsible for the rebellion, he must 
not be permitted to go scatheless and 


we, therefore, cashier him and dismiss him 
from the service as a warning to others. 


7th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Chang Chiin, Provincial Commander- 
in-Chief of Kashgaria, is appointed Chief 
Wing Officer of the forces under the Gene- 
ralissimo, Jung Lu. 

(2) By extra grace of the Empress 
Dowager, the Supernumerary Chamberlains 
of the Imperial Ante-Chamber, Ch'i Yao, 
Sung Tung and Hsi Chiin, are hereby also 
given the rank of Imperial Body Guards- 
men at the Chientsing-gate of the Palace ; 
Shih Liang is appointed Imperial Body 
Guardsman of the second class at the said 
Chienssing-gate ; and the 2nd-class Board 
Secretary, Jung Ch‘uan, is promoted to be 
a First-class Secretary. 


8th March. 


A decree cashiering a number of district 
magistrates for misconduct at the recom- 
mendation of Yiti Lien-san, Governor of 
Hunan. 


9th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 


Téh Yen (Manchu) is by extra grace of 
the Empress Dowager promoted to the 
rank of a First-class Secretary of one of 
the Six Boards. 


10th March. 
No papers of interest. 


11th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Huang Huai-sen, Governor of Kuangsi, 
denounces a certain expectant sub-prefect 
of that province, named Tung Sze-yung, 
for dishonestly appropriating a large sum 
of money out of Tis. 50,000 handed to him 
for the purchase of a quantity of machinery 
for the Imperial Arsenal at Kueilin, capital 
of Kuangsi. It appeared that the accused 
official only used some Tls. 30,000, odd, 
and instead of returning the balance 
to the provincial treasury kept it dis- 
honestly to himself. The memorialist also 
hears that, with part of this fraudulently 
obtained money, the accused purchased the 
rank of a salt tax collector of Yunnan for 
his son, and prays that steps may be 
authorised for the recovery of this money 
kept back by the accused. Although it ap- 
pears now that the accused officer is dead, 
yet he must not escape punishment and 
we hereby command that he be cashiered 
and his name struck off from the official 
records. Further, we hereby command 
the Viceroy of Szechuan to examine what, 
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property the deceased officer’s family 
possess in their native province, to con- 
fiscate such to Government and send the 
proceeds to the Kuangsi treasury. If it 
should turn out that a portion of the 
defrauded money was indeed used to 
purchase official rank for the son of the 
deceased officer we hereby command that 
the young man be also cashiered and dis- 
missed the service. 


12th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

The Board of War reports that grand 
inspections of the armies and forts of the 
provinces of Chihli, Shansi, Shensi, Sze- 
chuan, and Kansu should be held during 


the current year and requests that High’ 


Commissioners be appointed to make the 
said inspections. We hereby appoint Yii 
Lu to inspect the troops and forts of Chih- 
li; Hu Pin-chih in Shansi; Wei Kuang- 
tao in Shensi; K‘uei Chun in Szechuan ; 
and T‘ao Mu in Kansu province. They 
are asked to be energetic and careful, and 
rigorously make their several inspections, 
reporting to the Throne all instances of 
laziness and incapability they may see, 
and are warned not to be influenced by 
family ties or favouritism. 


13th March. 
No papers of interest. 
14th March. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Yii Hsien, (Manchu) Provincial Trea- 
surer of Hunan, is appointed Governor of 
Shantung vice Chang Ju-mel, removed from 
office. 

(2) Chang Ju-mei, Governor of Shan- 
tung, is commanded to resign his post and 
await examination into his conduct. 


15th March. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Hsi Liang (Manchu) is appointed 
Provincial Treasurer of Hunan, vice Yii 
Hsien promoted Governor of Shantung. 

(2) Wén Kuang (Manchu), Provincial 
Judge of Szechuan, is transferred to the 
same post in Hunan, vice Hsi Liang pro- 
moted Treasurer. 

(3) Chang Tséng-yi is appointed Provin- 
cial Judge of Szechuan, vice Wén Kuang 
transferred to Hunan. 

(4) Ch‘ung Shan is appointed Tartar 
General of Kiangning (Nanking) and the 
post of Manchu Brigadier-General of Chin- 
chou (Shanhaikuan) vacated by him .is 
hereby given to Oho Ha-pu. 


(5) Ch‘i-k‘é-shén-pu is appointed Manchu 
Brigadier-General of Foochow vice Cho 
Ha-pu transferred to Chinchou as above. 
Sung Hsiu is to act as Brigadier-General 
ad interim until Ch‘i-k‘é-shén-pu arrives 
at Foochow.: 

16th March. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Recently Hsing Lien (Manchu), Imperial 
Resident at Urga, Mongolia, reported that 
a Buddhist Lama Abbot had given a very 
large sum of money towards the Imperial 
Exchequer, accepting Chao Hsin Bonds in 
return, and, in consequence, recommended 
that the Imperial approbation for this in- 
stance of loyalty to the Throne should be 
sent to the said Lama Abbot in the shape 
of a dragon-embroidered canopy of satin, 
in the Imperial yellow colours, and a set of 
dragon-embroidered Imperial yellow satin 
chair-backs and table aprons. We then 
ordered the Mongolian Superintendency to 
investigate the matter and see whether 
such a gift would be in consonance with 
precedent, to which a favourable reply is 
now given coupled with eulogistic praise of 
the said Abbot in setting an example to 
other Lama Abbots and Mongol Princes 
and nobles who had held back until he had 
sent his contribution. We, therefore, 
gladly sanction the proposed gifts and fur- 
ther command the said Imperial Resident 
to personally convey the Imperial approba- 
tion to the said Abbot, Chih-pu-tsun-tan-pa. 
Furthermore, in recognition of the contri- 
bution of the Mongolian Prince, Pa-teh- 
ma-ch’é-lin, we hereby command that he 
be given the decoration of the two-eyed 
Peacock’s feather. 


17th March. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Huang Sze-en is appointed Reader, 
and Ts‘ui Yung-an Recorder, respectively, 
of the Hanlin Academy. 

(2) The other day, owing to the un- 
satisfactory report of the Grand Secretary 
K‘un Kang concerning the misdemeanours 
of a number of officials in charge of the 
Western mausolea, he was ordered to re- 
investigate the matter and probe it to the 
bottom. The said Grand Secretary now 
reports that he has arrived at the truth of 
the matter by personal research and seeret 
investigations by confidential deputies, and 
has found guilty the following persons :— 
Prince Yui Shu, 4th Order, for neglect of 
duty in superintending the territory under 
his jurisdiction and allowing himself to be 
unduly influenced by his subordinates ; 
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and Ch‘uan Jung, Duke of the 2nd Order, 
for not keeping his retainers and house- 
hold officers in order so that they had 
unbridled license to prosecute frauds 
and extortions and pocket the Govern- 
ment revenues. We command that these 
two nobles be deposed from the posts as 
Principal Guardians of the Western mau- 
solea and that they be handed to the 
Imperial Clan Court for the determination 
of adequate penalties. As for their sub- 
ordinate officers, civil and military, (ten in 
all) who have also been found guilty of 
reprehensible conduct, they are to be de- 
posed from their posts and handed over 
to the Boards of Civil Appointments and 
of War for determination of adequate 
penalties. 


(3) A decree commanding Viceroys and 
Governors of provinces to hasten their 
work of organising reserve granaries, 
military police, and volunteer regiments 
within their several jurisdictions, ordered 
by previous decrees, as these are questions 
of vital importance to the stability of the 
Empire. 


18th March. 


No papers of interest. 


19th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Fan Tséng-hsiang, magistrate of Hui- 
panhsien, Shensi, who was granted an 
audience this morning, is promoted to the 
rank of Taotai and ordered to report tu the 
Generalissimo, Jung Lu, for service. 

Note.—This is a most unusual promotion 
for a district magistrate, or chihhsien—who 
is only a 7th grade official—to jump at one 
step five grades in rank, and looks 
suspiciously like some one ‘‘at Court” 
having had his or their pockets pretty well 
filled with this new-fledged Taotai’s Shensi 
sycee. The legal promotion for a district 
magistrate should be one step to that of a 
departmental magistrate (6th grade) or 
at most a sub-prefectureship or ofticial of 
the 6th grade. A Taotai’s rank is of the 
Ath grade, Class A.—T'runslator, 

(2) K‘8 Méng-ngeh, Manchu Captain- 
commandant of the Manchu garrison at 
Kuch‘éng, is prompted to the rank of 
Brigadier-General and is ordered to report 
to the Generalissimo, Jung Lu, for service. 


Note.—This also is a most extraordinary 
promotion—from Captain to Brigadier- 
Gencral—and was probably obtained in the 
same way as the Shensi district magistrate’s 
noted above.—Translator. 
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OFFICIAL REPORT ON THE SUPPRESSION OF 
THE ANHUI REBELLION, 


(3) We have received a joint memorial 
from Liu K‘un-yi Viceroy of the Liang- 
kiang provinces; ‘lén¢ Hua-hsi, Governor 
of Anhui; and \Yti Ch‘ang, Governor 
of Honan, reporting the complete sup- 
pression of the Anhui rebellion and 
the pacification of the disturbed dis- 
tricts. This rebellion began in December, 
1898, in the district of Kuoyang, under 
the leadership of Niu Shil-hsiu and other 
despevadoes. The insurrection soon spread 
over the province and in a short time the 
two neighbouring provinces of Kiangsu and 
Honan were also affected. In consequence 
of this the joint-memorialists combined 
their forces and after several battles and 
retaking of cities from the rebels, the rebel- 
lion has now been suppressed. As there 
seemed to have been no unnecessary delay 
in effecting this we are pleased to approve 
of the memorial of the said Viceroy and 
Governors and hereby bestow upon their 
subordinate ofticers engaged in the opera- 
tions the following rewards:—To Liu 
Ching-hsii. Brigadier-General of Hsiichou, 
North Kianssu, the decoration of the 
Premier button (military division); A 
white jade-stone peacock feather holder, a 
white jade thumb-ring, a white jade handled 
dagger, and a pair of embroidered purses 
mace for the Imperial use, to each of the 
following officers : Kuo Pao-ch ‘ang, Briga- 
dier-General of Shouchou, Anhui; and Wu 
Ch‘ao-pin, Brigadier-General of Kueité, 
Honan, Kuei Ch‘ung-ch'ing, Taotai of 
Hsiichou, and Li Kuang-chiu, Taotai of 
Féngyang, Anhui, now transferred to the 
Shanghai Taotaiship, are to be handed over 
to the Board of Civil Appointments for de- 
termination of adequate rewards. As for 
2nd Lieutenants Liu Té-ts‘ai and Wu Yii- 
sheng, and the sergeants Kao Ting-chieh, 
Li Yen-lung, Chang Té-hsing and Li Huai- 
hai who met their deaths fighting the rebels, 
we hereby command the Board of War to 
determine the amounts to be handed to 


‘their families who have now lost their several 


wage-earners. In regard to the work of 
reorganisation to be done in the pacified 
districts, those suffering from famine must 
be relieved and the Viceroy and Governors 
concerned are commanded to raise the 
funds needed. 
20th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Lo Chia-chi is appointed Grain Taotai 
of Kiangsu. 

Note.—This official was formerly Shang- 
hai Mixed Court magistrate.—Translator. 
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(2) The newly-raised 


foreign-drilled 
Corps just organised is to be named the 
Hu-shéng Brigade, and the Board of 
Rites is commanded to cast an official seal 
bearing the above characters for the Com- 
mandant of the said Corps. 

Note:—The Hu-shéng or ‘‘ Tiger Genii” 
Brigade is composed.of 10,000 Manchus 
and is specially raised as personal troops 
of the Generalissimo, Jung Lu.—Trans- 
lator. 

21st March. 


No papers of interest. 


22nd March. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) K‘uei Pin, Prince of Jui, 1st Order, is 
appointed Vice-President of the Imperial 
Clan Court. 

(2) Jung Lu is appointed a member of 
the Board of Inspectors-General of the 
Army. 

(3) The same officer is also appointed 
Captain-General of the Blue Manchu 
Banner Corps. | 

(4) Kang Yi is appointed a Grand 
Chamberlain of the Imperial Palace. 


23rd March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Kuang Chung (Manchu) is appointed 
Commandant of the Regiment of Sharp- 
shooters (Archery Corps) belonging to the 
Imperial Guards. 

(2) Prince Na Yen-tu (Mongol Prince of 
Alatsin) Ist Order, is appointed Quarter- 
master-General of the Grand Army. . 

(3) We have received a most favourable 
report from the Generalissimo, Jung Lu, 
concerning the discipline and organisation 
of the Wuyi Corps, under General Nieh 
Sze-ch‘eng, Pr.vincial Commander-in- 
Chief of Chihli, and he craves that some dis- 
tinction may be awarded the said General. 
We hereby command that the said General 
be handed to the Board of War for the 
determination of 4n extraordinary reward. 
He is further allowed to select the most 
deserving amongst his ofticers for recom- 
mendation of special rewards to the 
Throne. . 

(4) We desire this day to express our 
appreciation of the discipline and organisa- 
tion kept by General Tung Fu-hsiang over 
his Kansu Corps, since his arrival at Peking 
from the North-west provinces. Moreover 
the said General’s war record during the 
great Mahommedan rebellion in the sixties 
and again in 1893-4 was a most brilliant 
one, far ov peng the records of the other 
distinguished Generals now _ gathered 


around the Capital. By reason of this 
we, therefore, command that he take pre- 
cedence in seniority over the other Generals 
and, in addition, bestow upon him the 
Su-tiao (sable) robe, which is reserved for 
Imperial use only. 

(5) Special decree commanding that Lui 
K‘un-yi, Viceroy of the Liangkiang pro- 
vinces ; Téng Hua-hsi, Governor of Anhui; 
and Yii Ch‘ang (Manchu) Governor of 
Honan, be handed to the Board of Civil 
Appointments for determination of extraor- 
dinary rewards for their success in sup- 
pressing the late Anhui Rebellion. 


24th March. 
No papers of interest. 


25th March. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


Yii Hsien, Provincial Treasurer of Hunan 
and acting Tartar General of Kiangning 
(Nanking), reports a case of gross dishonesty 
among previous Tartar Generals of the said 
city, which by constant practice naturally 
became in after years the usual custom. 
Memorialist states that on looking over the 
provincial archives he discovered that the 
Government estate at a place called 
Pakuachou, near Nanking, the annual re- 
venue of which is over Tls.. 10,000, was 
originally designed to assist the welfare of 
the Manchu garrison of Kiangning and 
their families, but that successive Tartar 
Generals have appropriated it toward their 
own private use. There is no wonder then 
that the condition of the Manchu Banner- 
men since then has not been of the hap- 
piest. Fortunately the memorialist has 
discovered the dishonesty, and we hereby 
commend him for his conduct. If Tartar 
Generals, Viceroys, and Governors in the 
other provinces would only be as clean- 
handed and honest as Yu Hsien, there 
would be less complaints about in- 
sufficiency of funds for our armies. Asa 
matter of fact, high provincial officials have 
always seemed averse to introducing re- 
forms into their Governments ; for if they 
would only show more energy and diligence 
in their duties, there is no doubt but that 
they could easily find similar instances of 
dishonesty, which have by practice become 
custom, to the detriment of the people who 
should have received better treatment. 
Let there be more energy, more diligence, 
and more honesty and conscientious obser- 
vance of duty through every station of 
official life, and we shall not wait long to 
see the whole Empire in a better condition 
and the masses contented with their lot. 
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(2) We observed that of the members of 
the Office of ‘l'ransmission of State docu- 
ments upon whom fell the duty to intro- 
duce officials into audience this morning ; 
there were nine of them absent from duty, 
having previously entered their names in 
the Sick-list. This is absurd and must not 
be tolerated. We, therefore, issue this 
decree to warn all departments, which have 
this duty of introducing persons to Im- 
perial audience devolving upon them by 
rotation, to have a care how they apply so 
indiscriminately for leave of absence when 
they should be at Court, as such conduct 
will not in future be condoned. 

(3) Owing to the great importance of 
deciding quickly concerning the conserva- 
tion of the Yellow River in Shantung, we 
appointed the Grand Secretary, Li Hung- 
chang, to go to that province and in 
conjunction with Jén Tao-yung, Director- 
General of the Yellow River, and Chang 
Ju-mei, Governor of Shantung, to make a 
thorough investigation of the whole river, 
so that a careful and detailed report could 
be made on this question of conservation 
with the primary object of making the 
River permanently safe from further 
breaches and consequent wide-spread inun- 
dations. Li Hung-chang and his col- 
leagues have now made us a joint report 
containing recommendations and sugges- 
tions as to what should be done to per- 
manently conserve the said River, together 
with plans and surveys made during their 
tour of investigation. Ag this is a question 
affecting the welfare of the whole province 
of Shantung and, in consequence, pro- 

ortionately important and grave, we here- 
by command the Grand Council to assemble 
the Grand Secretaries, the Presidents and 
Vice-Presidents of the Six Boards and 
Nine Minor Ministries for a-grand con- 
gultation and deliberation on this matter, 
the result whereof must be reported to us. 
2Ath March, 

IMPERIAL DECREE. _ 

“TAKING IT ALL BACK,” 

The other day we issued a decree con 
cerning the death of Féng Shéng-a,. late 
Tartar General of Kiangning (Nanking), 
bestowing posthumous honours upon him ; 
a large gum of money for his funeral 
expenses; and permission to the authorities 
of the various provinces wherein. the 
deceased had served in a military capacity 
against the Taiping rebels, to build memo- 
rial temples in his honour, as a recognition 
of his long and faithful services to the 
dynasty. But now we have received a 
memorial from the Censor, P‘éng Shé, 
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accusing the deceased of having, during 
his term at Kiangning, shown great avarice, 
dishonesty and miserly qualities to the dis- 
gust of every one in Nanking and the great 
poverty and suffering of the unfortunate 
Manchu troops serving under him, whose 
allowances and rations had been curtailed 
and various perquisites taken away and 
appropriated by the deceased for himself, 
As such is the case we hereby withdraw 
our permission for the building of memorial 
temples in his honour and also the post- 
humous title bestowed upon him. 


27th March. 
No papers of interest. 


28th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We are grieved to receive the report of 
the death of E-k‘6-t‘ang-d, Tartar General of 
Féngtien (Lower Manchuria, ) at Moukden. 
The deceased was a most faithful and loyal 
servant, While quite young, during the 
fifties, he joined the army and saw much 
service fighting the Taiping rebels in 
Kiangsu, Anhui, and Hupeh provinces and 
subsequently against the Nienfei rebels in 
Honan and Shantung. When the Nienfei 
were crushed he went to Kirin (Central 
Manchuria) and was one of the principal. 
means of crushing the mounted bandits 
who had ‘previously over-run the whole of 
that territory. In recognition of the many 
signal services of the deceased we hereby 
command that he shall have the funeral of 
a Tartar General engaged in the field 
on active service; that all his black 
marks be erased from the official records ; 
that beyond the allowance granted by law 
to the family of deceased for funeral 
expenses, another special gift of Tls. 1,000 
be granted to his family by the Board of 
Revenue of Moukden; that his martial 
record becompiled into the dynastic history, 
and that, memorial temples be erected in his 
honour in the provinces where he fought 
against the Taiping and Nienfei rebels and 
mounted bandits. His son, Fu Lung-ngéh, 
who is at present a Manchu Colonel, with 
the brevet of Brigadier- General, is hereby 
promoted a full Brigadier-General with his 
name recorded in the Grand Council books 
for immediate substantive appointment. 


29th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The. Board of Punishments reported 
recently that it tried a case in, which a 


female member of the Imperial Clan who 


sie Hera a Chinese of theft was charged 
with having ordered her retainers to beat 


“ 
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the alleged thief to extort confession, but 
which resulted in the death of her victim. 
The charge was proved true and the 
accused was handed to the Imperial Clan 
Court for the determination of a sentence. 
This Court has recommended the woman 
to the mercy of the Throne and as 
an act of extra grace we hereby sentence 
the accused to banishment, with permission 
to commute the sentence by the payment 
of a large fine. But we desire it to be 
understood clearly that this sentence 1s 
one of exceptional leniency and must not 
be taken as a precedent for similar cases 
in the future. Any member of the Im- 
perial Clan who shall hereafter be found 
guilty of a like crime must be dealt with 
according to the regular law of the country 
and no more leniency shall be permitted 
henceforth. 


30th March. 


No papers of interest. 


(1) Tsai Hsiin, Prince of Chuang, Ist 
Order, is appointed Superintendent of the 
Yungho Palace. 

(2) P‘ang Hung-wén is appointed Vice- 
Director of the Office of Transmission of 
State Documents. 

(3) Chin Ch‘i, Prince of K‘éching, 2nd 
Order, is appointed Superintendent of the 
Wuying Throne-hall. 

(4) Ts‘ao Hung-hsiin is appointed Taotai 
of the Yentung Intendancy of Yunnan 
province. 


1st April. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


As the post of prefect of Yunnanfu, 
capital of Yunnan (senior prefect of the 
province) is a very important and diflicult 
one, we hereby command the Viceroy and 
Governor thereof to jointly select amongst 
the substantive prefects under them the 
man they think best fitted for the post, and 
let Chang Kéng-yi be appointed to the 
prefecture vacated by the officer of the 
said Viceroy and Governor's choice. 


2nd April. 
No papers of interest. 


3rd April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


As Tsai Usiin, Prince of Chuang, Ist 
Order, has been appointed Superintendent 
of the Yungho Palace, whenever his duties 
require him to issue papers requiring an 
official seal thereon, we hereby authorise 
him to use the seal of the Wuying 
Throne hall for that purpose. 


4th April. 
No papers of interest. 
Sth April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
Tséng Ch‘ung (Manchu) is appointed 


‘Imperial Commissioner of Silk-looms at 


Nanking. 
Gth April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Ming Shun, Manchu Brigadier-General 
of Kinchou, Liaotung Peninsula, is hereby 


' ordered to report to the Generalissimo, 


Jung Lu, for service. 
7th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Huang Chun-lung is appointed Police 
Censor of the Middle city of Peking, and 
Chéng Sze-chan of the Eastern city. 

(2) Yuan Ch‘ang (Chinese Bannerman) 
is appointed Director of the Banqueting 
Court, in addition to his membership as 
Minister in the Tsungli Yamén. 

Note :—This official was two years ago 
only Taotar of Wuhu.—Translator. 


8th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The other day the Censor, Yii Chéng-ké, 
denounced P‘ing K‘ang (Manchu), sub- 
prefect of Ch‘uchou, Anhui province, for 
certain serious misdemeanours, and we, 
therefore, ordered Téng Hua-hsi, Governor 
of said province, to make secret enquiries 
as to the truth of the charges. The said 
Governor now reports that the accused has 
not been found guilty either of extorting 
and forcing the payment of taxes from his 
people or of creating dissatisfaction by 
compelling the inhabitants under his juris- 
diction to form militia companies and 
trained bands; nor had the accused re- 


ceived bribes from people anxious of buy- 


ing themselves off from service in said 
militia. The only matter in which accused 
could be called reprehensible was his inabi- 
lity to effect the arrest of bandits concern- 
ed in robbing people living within his 
jurisdiction, and not reporting the actual 
facts to his superior oflicers. As this isa 
serious misdemeanour we command that 


_ the said P‘ing K‘ang be heteby cashiered 


and dismissed from office. 
9th April. 
No papers of interest. 
10th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Decree cashiering the district magistrate 
of. Lingpihsien, Anhui, and the Captain- 
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commandant of that city, charged by the 
Governor of that province of having con- 
spired with certain dishonest gentry and 
commoners of the district to keep back 
for their own benefit a large quantity of 
rice and corn confided to their care for 
distribution amongst the famine sufferers 
there, thereby causing greater distress 
among those requiring aid. The cashiered 
otticers are to be placed under arrest to 
take their stind with the other accomplices 
at the trial and it is commanded that the 
first trial be held under the Provincial 
Judge, and then under the Governor so 
that due punishinent inay be administered 
to the vuilty men. There mast be no 
leniency shown. 
1ith April. 
No papers of interest. 


12th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Hua Chin-shou is appointed a sub- 
Chancellor of the Grand Secretariat with 
the brevet rank of a Vice-President of the 
Board of Rites. 

(2) Yang Chieh-san is appointed Groom 
of the Imperial Library. 

13th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

T'ao Mu, Viceroy of the Shen-Kan pro- 
vinces, denounces Yii Tung-kao, Colonel, 
commanding the middle battalion of the 
Hsuenwei Brigade of Kansu, on the charge 
vf lack of discipline and organisation. 
When Chang -Chun, Provincial Com- 
mander-in-Chief of Kansu, inspected the 
battalion he found that not ouly were the 
men ill-drilled but most of the members of 
that corps were in a state either of physical 
disability or tuo antiquated tu be of any 
use in times of emergency. The said 
General, at the time, brought the matter to 
the notice of the accused Colonel who, 
instead of being ashamed and setting at 
once to work to remedy matters, ignored 
his instructions and kept on as usual. 
This kind of conduct should be punished 
and we command that the said Colonel 
shall not only be cashiered and dismissed 
the service, but that he be also made to 
undergo the public degradation of having 
his peacock feather decoration plucked 
from his official hat before the troops. 
Another official is also culpable of having 
neglected his iluty in not compelling 
the accused Colonel to restore discipline 
and organisation when the matter was 
brought to his notice by the inspecting 
General, that is to say, Wang Chin-an, 


Commander of the Hsuenwei Brigade. | 





We, therefore, command that he be hand- 
ed over to the Board of War for the 
determination of an adequate penalty. 


14th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Ch'‘ien Ying-p‘u, President of the Board 
of Works, reports that, although his sick 
leave is about tu exp're, his illness is still 
as severe as ever and he therefore prays to 
be allowed to resign and retire into private 
life. There is no necessity jor the said 
memorialist to resign at present and we 
hereby grant him another month’s sick 
leave from his duties. 


15th April, 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Liu Hsi-shou is appointed First-class 
Secretary of the Kiangsi departinent of 
the Board of Revenue. 

(2) The services of the Shantung ex- 
pectant Taotai Yang Ch‘uan-shu are ac- 
cepted. 

(3) Hsiang Wan-yung, cashier. d ex-Salt 
Taotai of Kuangsi, who has this day con- 
tributed «a large sum to the Imperial 
Exchequer, is granted the rank of a prefect 
in recognition of this service. 

Note:—This official is now a Commis- 
sioner of the new Port of Woosung.— 
Translator. 

16th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) The other day we conmanded the 
Grand Council to summon the Grand 
Secretaries and members of the Six Boards 
and Nine Minis'ries toa grand deliberation 
over the report of Li Hung-chang and his 
colleagues concerning the permanent, as well 
ag temporary conservation of the Yellow 
River. The report of this.combined Counczl 
is now before us, headed by the Prince of Li 
as President of the Grand Council, and they 
say that, so far as they know, the pro- 
positions advocated by Li Hung-chang and 
his colleagues seem to be _ practicable 
and reasonable, and the combined Council 
of Ministers therefore recommend that 
steps be taken to inaugurate both schemes 
and that the Board of Revenue be in- 
structed to furnish the funds needed for 
the purpose. Now the scheme of Li 
Hung-chang and his colleagues is divided 
under two chief heads, namely, what 
should be done in the case of securing the 
permanent conservation of the Yellow 
River, and in the second, what must be 
done now to obtain a temporary conserva- 
tion of the same, in order to prepare 
the way for the permanent works. As 


the safety and welfare of the entire 
province of Shantung depend upon 
the speedy conservation of this River we 
recognise the importance of raising the 
funds needed for the accomplishment of 
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the first portion or temporary works. 


recommended, and hereby command the 
said Board to set to work at once to 
inform the various Viceroys and Governors 
what portions of their revenue annually 
sent to Peking should he diverted to the 
fund for the conservation of the Yellow 
River, and to warn such about the 
responsibility they will incur in case of 
dilatoriness in dispatching the funds re- 
quired. In regard to the other recom- 
mendation of the said combined Council 
of Ministers that a High Commissioner be 
appointed to personally superintend the 
proposed work in Shantung, this matter 
will have to wait until the Board of 
Revenue has decided as to the manner of 
raising the money. 

(2) In the meinorial received this morn- 
ing from Jén Tao-jung, Director-General 
of the Yellow River, praying for leave of 
absence, there were several breaches of 
etiquette with regard to the non raising 
of characters above the usual lines [to 
denote respect.—Translator]: We hereby 
command that the memorialist be handed 
to the Board of Rites for the determina- 
tion of an adequate penalty. 


17th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Yeh Chu-kuei, formerly a cashiered 
Post Captain of the Peiyang fleet, who was 
received in audience this morning is 
restored his former title, and promoted to 
Admiral’s rank. Sha Chen-pin, also a 
cashiered Post Captain of said fleet, is 
hereby promoted to the rank of Commodore. 

Note:—These two officers, who are natives 
of Foochow, aren w, the one, Admiral of 
the newly built Veiyang fleet of thirteen 
vessels, large aid small, and the other 
second in command. They were pupils of 
Captain (now Admiral) Richard Tracy, 
R.N., and after graduation at the Foochow 
Naval school, studied a _ post-graduate 
course at Greenwich. After leaving Green- 
wich they were allowed, by courtesy of the 
British Admiralty, to serve two years in 
the British Mediterranean squadron as sub- 
lieutenants. —Translator. 

(2) Hsiang Wan-yung (former Com- 
missioner of the Port of Woosung—Trans- 
lator) is ordered to report to Viceroy Liu 
K‘un-yi, for duty, and ‘the said Viceroy 
is to appoint him to the first vacancy of 
prefect that may occur in Kiangsu province. 


. insulted the magistrate. 


[APRIL 16—2]. 
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18th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Board of Civil Appointments this 
morning handed in a memorial concerning 
the prefect of Ch‘angchunfu, Kirin (Cen- 
tral Manchuria) asking that the amount of 
his salary be determined after he has 
arrived at his post and entered upon his 
duties: which is hereby sanctioned. But 
we remember that this same subject was 
ordered to be consulted and reported upon 
by the said Board more than two months 
ago, and we are surprised at the delay. 
This is most reprehensible and must not 
occur again, and is meant for a warning 
to all the Boards which have measures to 
report upon. Let all take this to heart. 


19th April. 
No papers of interest. 
20th’ April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Yu Lu, Viceroy of Chihli, complains 
about the conduct of a certain notable of 
Nanp‘ihsien, named Chang Hsin-t‘ien, hold- 
ing the rank of an expectant Lieutenant- 
Colonel of Shantung. This notable is 
accused of having headed a band of 
retainers to carry off a young girl by 
force, and that when the district magistrate 
of Nanp‘ihsie:: summoned the said notable 
before his Court to investigate the matter, 
the accused treated the yamén runners with 
great contempt and refused to appear. 
When at last he did appear, instead of 
showing due deference to the chief authority 
of his native district he made a row and 
Conduct like this 
must not be permitted and we hereby 
command the said Chang Hsin-t‘ien to be 
cashiered and reduced to a commoner so 
that he may take his place in the case to be 
tried. 

Note:—Nanp‘thsien in Chihli province, 
is the birth place of the famous Viceroy 
Chang Chih-tung and his cousin, the late 
Grand Secretary Chang Chih-wan, and the 
above-named notable is very likely a clans- 
man. This, perhaps, accounted much for 
his haughty way of treating the district 
magistrate of his native town.—Translator, 


21st April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Generalissimo Jung Lu _ reports 
that the time for the triennial promotions 
in respect of the Corps under Sung Ch‘ing, 
Commander of the Wuyi army, has arrived, 
and prays that, in consideration of the 
perfect discipline and organisation of the 
said Corps, the Imperial sanction be given 
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for the drawing up of a list of deserving 
officers and men to be recommended for 
promotion. The prayer is granted, and 
General Sung Ch‘ing is further command- 
ed, to select his men with care and only 
reconimend deserving members of his staff, 
and officers and men who actually serve 
under him, «nd to avoid entering names of 
outsiders and undeserving men who by in- 
fluence or otherwise seek to get their 
names recommended for the promotion 
‘they do not de-erve. 


22nd April. 
No papers of interest. 
23rd April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


FUNDS. FOR THE CONSERVATION OF THE 
YELLOW RIVER. 


The other day we commanded the Board 
-of Revenue to consider ways and means 
for the conservation of the Yellow River,in 
accordance with the suggestions of the 
Grand Secretary Li Hung-chang and his 
colleagues. The report of the said Board 
is now before us in which it is said that, as 
it is recommended to complete the perma- 
nent conservation works by instalments 
owing to the impossibility of finding the 
funds for the prosecution of the whole work 
at one time, the said Board will find the 
means for sending the necessary instal- 
ments of money according as they are 
needed. It is suggested as a commence- 
ment and for preliminary work to draw 
the sum of Ts. 400,000 from the emergency 
funds of the various provinces to be sent 
‘to the Yellow River Conservation Bureau 
before the 6th moon (July) of this year, 
that is to say, before the periodical rising 
of the River, tor the purpose of buying 
the needed materials for the extra works 
suggested in the scheme. The second step 
suggested is to draw a further sum from 
the above-named emergency funds and 
from the Shautung Reserve Fund formed 
from the monies saved by economical 
measures and retrenchment in that pro- 
vince, amounting in all to Tls. 600,000 
to be sent to the Conservation Bureau be- 
fore tlie 8th moon or autumn freshets, for 
the purpose of building embankments and 
buttresses at important points selected in 
the plans presented by the said Grand 
Secretary. The third step that is suggested 
is to draw Tls. 100,000 from the Customs 
funds to be used for the purpose of buy- 
ing land, compensation, and removing the 
people from the places where it is in- 
tended to dig a new outlet into the sea, 
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construct a sea-wall, etc. When this 
third portion of the work of conservation 
is well on the way to completion the 
said Board will then send another instal- 
ment of Tls. 1,900,000, and it guarantees 
the fulfilment of all that has been 
sugvested in order that there may be 
no hitch in such an important work. 
We agree to these suggestions and will 
in due time appoint a trusty High Com- 
missioner to superintend the work. We 
would also call the attention of Yii Hsien, 
Governor of Shantung, to the necessity of 
keeping strict watch over this conserva- 
tion work; and in order to make sure 
that the various provinces send their 
different quotas of money to the Conserva- 
tion Bureau in due time and according to 
the times appointed for each to send, we 
hereby command the said Governor of 
Shantung to severely denounce to us all 
instances of dilatoriness or tnsufficiency of 
quotas. 


24th April. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) We have received a memorial from 
K‘uei Chiin, Viceroy of Szechuan, statitg 
that he has received a petition from Jén 
Hsi-fén, former Taotai of Chungking, ask- 
ing to be allowed to return home to wait 
upon his aged parents, etc. Now the said 
Taotai was removed from his post at 
Chungking recently for alleged incapacity 
in settling disputes between the people 
and Christiaus; and he was also ordered 
upon leaving his post to come up to Peking 
for an audience. Instead of obeying these 
commands he has tried to get out of 
doing so by asking for leave on filial 
grounds. This crafty way of doing things 
is most reprehensible and we hereby com- 
mand that he be forthwith cashiered for 
his presumption. 

Note:—By going up to Peking for an 
audience it would have cost Jén Taotai of 
Chungking over Tis. 10,000 ‘‘to make 
it all right” with the Board of Civil 
Appointments and certain Palace eunachs 
who seem to rule the Dowager Empress 
at present. He cannot therefore, be 
blamed for trying to get rid of the ex- 
pense. His. move was detected -by the 
people at Peking and, of course, they 
have made him suffer for it.—Translator. 

(2) Huang Ch‘éng-hsiien, former Shang- 
hai magistrate and now an unelassed ex- 
pectant Taotai of Kiangsu, who was 
received in audience this morning is hereby 
confirmed in his Taotai’s rank and his 
name is to be entered in the Grand 
Council books for future appointment. 
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25th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) T‘an Hsiu-kang is appointed Bri- 
yadier-General of the Lingyuan division of 
Yunnan province. 

(2) Liu Wan-shéng is appointed to a 
similar post at Hsining, Kansu province. 


26th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Wu Tien-yuan, Brigadier-General of 
the ‘Kaochou division of Kuangtung, is 
hereby transferred to the Brigadier-Gen- 
eralship of the Taming division of Chihli 
province, and Wang Lien-san is appointed 
to the post vacated by the said Wu Tien- 

van. 

(2) Yuan Shih-k‘ai, Commander of the 
Front Corps of the Grand Army of the 
North, denounces a Captain and a 
Lieutenant in his Corps for misconduct 
while in Mongolia buying remounts for his 
tivops, and asks that they may be punished 
for their misdemeanours. We _ hereby 
command the two officers to be cashiered 
and dismissed the service. Let the Boar! 
of War take note. 


27th April. 
No papers of interest. 


28th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Tu Ch‘ing, Second-class Secretary of the 
Imperial Household Department, who 
stood first in the recent examinations for 
First-class Secretaries of the said Depart- 
ment and Six Boards and who was granted 
« special audience this morning, is com- 
manded to be placed on the list of the 
Grand Council books for inmmediate promo- 
tion to a substantive post. 

29th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Chang Shih-yuan, Brigadier-General 
of the Kaochou division of Kuangtung 
province, who was granted an audience this 
morning, is ordered to report for duty at 
headquarters of the Grand Army of the 
North. 

(2) The other day, owing te the denun- 
ciations of the Hanlin Reader, Ch‘én Ping- 
ho, against Chang Ju-mei, (Giovernor of 
Shantung, we ordered P*n Liang, Vice- 
President of the Board of Revenue, to 
proceed to that province ani investigate 
matters on the spot. We have now before 
us the said officer's report, in which he says 
that none of the said charges have been 
proved, nor were there any instances in 
which the accused Governor had been 
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found guilty of receiving bribes or of 
deceiving the Throne. ‘The only fault to 
be found in respect of the conduct of the 
said Governor was his employing worthless 
officials around him and giving important 
posts to his kirsmen and relatives, a thing 
which high officials should above all things. 
endeavour to avvid, in order to escape 
unfavourable criticisms by others. The 
accused Governor has therefore been culpa- 
bly weak in principles and, in addition to his 
removal from office, he is hereby degraded 
two steps in rank [2.e., to the third grade or 
that of a Provincial Judge.—Translator]. 
The said P‘u Liang further corroborates 
the charges 6f giving and receiving bribes 
made against Ts‘ui Ting-kuci, a Brigadier- 
General of Shantung, and the ex-Taotai 
of Chinan, Chang Shang-ta ; both of whom 
are hereby cashiered. As for the other 
officers promoted by the accused Governor, 
since nothing serious has been proved 
against them, we hereby command Yit 
Hsien, the new Governor of Shantung, to 
keep a watch on their conduct in the 
future and report to us whenever occasion 


_ needs. 


30th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Ch‘ing Hsiu (Manchu) is appointed 
Taotai of the Ili and ‘Varbagatai Intendancy 
of Northern Chinese Turkestan (New 
Dominion.) 

(2) Lung Tien-yang is appointed Brig- 
adier-General of the T‘saochou division of 
Shantung province. 

(3) Tien Yu-kuang is appointed Brig- 
adier-General of the Ninvhsia division of 
Kansu province. He is, however, excused 
for the present from going to his post and 
shall remain, as formerly, on the Staff of 
the Generalissimo of the Grand Army of 
the North. 


Ist May. 
No papers of interest. 
2nd May. 
IMPERIAL DECREF. 


Chang Chia-hang is appointed Vice- 
Director of the Supervisorate of Instruction 
of the Heir-Apparent. 


3rd May. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Yang Shang-ch‘ing is appointed an 
expectant Taotai of Chihli. 

2) Lo Ch‘ang-ch‘i is appointed an ex- 
pectant Taotai of Kiangsu. 


May 4—11.] 
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4th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Yu Ch‘ang (Manchu), Governor of 
Honan, who is here on audience, is com- 
manded to return to his post. 

(2) Tséng Ch‘i, Tartar General of Foo- 
chow and Commissioner of the Arsenal and 
Naval dockyard of that city, is hereby pro- 
moted to be Tartar General with Viceregal 
functions of Féngtien (Lower Manchuria). 

Ch‘ing Ch‘i is appointed Manchu Briga- 
dier-General of the newly created garrison 
at T‘ungchou, near Peking. | 

Note:—There are two T‘ungchous ; one 
near Peking, and the other near Nanking. 
They were built,as ports of the Capital of 
the Empire. The Tungchot, near Nan- 
king, is, of course, the older city of the 
two. —Trenslator, 


oth May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Shan Lien, Provincial Treasurer of Hu- 
peh, is hereby promoted ‘Tartar General of 
Foochow vice Tséng Ch‘i, transferred to 
Moukden, and is commanded to come up 
to Peking for audience at once. 


6th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Recently the Mongol Prince of the 
T'ushet‘u Khanate denounced certain Im- 
perial officers in his Khanate of receiving 
bribes from contributors to the Chao Hsin 
Bonds in order to put the names of the 
vivers at the head of the list for Imperial 
honours. We, therefore, commanded Hsing 
Lien. Imperial Resident at Urga, to in- 
vestiga'e the matter and report. The said 
Resident now states that the principal men 
accused, namely, Mu Ch'‘éng-ngéh, a 
member of the Judiciary there, and Lo- 
pu-shang-ch‘é-lin, Mongol Translator, are 
at present at Peking having come to the 
capital for the purpose of bringing counter- 
charges against their accuser, in consequence 
of which the memorialist could not complete 
his enquiry. We hereby command the 
Mongolian Superintendency to collect all 
dvucuments relating to this case, the wit- 
nesses and the accused, and send them 
under escort to Urga where Hsing Lien 
will investigate all charges and counter- 
charges presented. 

(2) A decree complaining that high pro- 
vincial officials have of late been in the 
habit of reeommending worthy men to the 
Throne failing, however, to denounce the 
unworthy which is a proof that these high 
otticials are either too lazy to investigate the 
conduct of their subordinates or bend their 
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attention solely to the recommending of 
their protéyés to the exclusion of all other 
subjects. This is most reprehensible and 
opens the way for favouritism and con- 
donation of faults amongst their subordi- 
nates. This decree is, thervfore, issued 
as a warning to all to be more cnergetic 
and to discriminate the bad from the good 
in future. 

7th May. 

No papers of interest. 
8th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Lan Sze-ming is appointed Brigadier- 
General of the Kueité division of Honan 
province, and the Brigadier-Generalship of 
Chénting, Chibli, vacated by that official 
is hereby given to Yang Yii-shu. The 
regiment of cavalry commanded by the said 
General Lan Sze-ming is hereby ordered 
to follow him to Honan and repress dis- 
turbances there, but as seon as these 
troops have performed this duty they shall 
be sent back to their original province, 
under the command of the Brigadier- 
General at Chénting. 


9th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Kuo Tséng-hsing is appointed Junior 
Director of the Court of Sacrificial Cere- 
monies. 

10th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Li Chav-wei is appviuted Senior Director 
of the Supervisorate of Instruction of the 
Heir- Apparent. 


11th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received memorials from the 
Censors. Yeh Ch‘ing-tséng and Ch’én 
Ch’ing-kuei, denouncing the utter Jawless- 
ness existing in a number of departments 
and districts in Chékiang province, and the 
effete administration of justice by the local 
authorities concerned. Especially is this 
snid to be glaring in the departments and 
districts of Ningpo prefecture where 
brigandage and violences are widespread 
and associations of gamblers and blacklegs 
run riot in town and country. Respect- 
able and law abiding families are pillaged 
of house and home; men of wealth are 
seized upon and held to ransom, while 
whole families are impoverished and 
scattered for good through being victimis- 
ed by the gamblers and their associates 
whose ranks and those of brigands and 
coast pirates are being constantly swelled 
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by men who have lost their all through 
robbery and dice. It is obvious enough 
that, unless quick and stern measures of 
repression are instituted by those respon- 
sible for this disgracefnl state of affairs, 
lawlessness and distress will spread wider 
and wider and Chékiang will become what 
its prototype of Kuangtung has already 
come to, that is say, wide-spread rebellion 
and internecine strife. Such a state 
of affairs is astounding and wholly due 
to incapable and unworthy officials who 
so long as they themselves are at ease 
and not ‘‘ bothered” close their eyes and 
stuff their ears so as not to take notice 
of what is happening under their very 
noses. We hereby command the high 
authorities of the provinces concerned to 
take immediate steps to find out the truth 
of the memorialists’ charyes and bring 
immediate retribution upon the persons of 
the guilty officials. Further, if there be 
found wicked members of the gentry who 
give countenance to and protect these 
ruffians in their oppression of humble and 
law-abiding commoners, they also should 
be immediately denounced and severely 
punished for their crime. 

(2) Complaints having been made of the 
tardiness of the courier post mails from 
Kiangsu to the capital, the matter was re- 
ferred to Té Shou, Governor of said pro- 
vince, for investigation. He now states 
that during the 8th moon of last year to 
the 11th moon there were sent from 
Kiangsu province five memorials to the 
Throne and seven mail bags of official 
correspondence with the various Bo.wrds 
and Courts in Peking, all of which were 
not delivered at destinations by the courier 
post until long after the limit of time 
allowed by law. A careful scrutiny of the 
books and records of .all the courier 
post stations en route as far as the borders 
of the neighbouring province of Shan- 
tung revealed the fact that the mails 
in questicn all arrived in their proper 
times xt each succeeding postal station 
Where the dates, hours and minutes of 
arrival were recorded and then forwarded 
according to regulations within specified 
limits to the next station, and so on. It is 
the custom for each forwarding station to 
receive a receipt from the next receiving 
station in order to make sure that each 
delivery has been made and within the 
time allowed by law. Now all the mails 
noted above were regularly recorded in 
the Kiangsu postal stations until it came 
to the last one bordering the Shantung 
frontier station. The latter station failed 
to grant the usual receipt to the Kiangsu 


postal officer and it is now necessary to 
investigate the courier station records in 
Shantung and Chihli in order to get at 
the truth of the delay, as Kiangsu is not 
at fault. We hereby command the Gover- 
nor and Viceroy of the two provinces 
concerned to investigate the matter and 
report to us the result. 
12th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Li Kuang-chiu, Taotai of Shanghai, is 

promoted Provincial Judge of Chékiang. 
13th May. _ 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Féng Kuang-yuan, an expectant Tao- 
tai of Honan, who. had an audience this 
morning is to have his name recorded in 
the Grand Council books for immediate 
substantive appointment. 

(2) Huang Kien-yuan, is appointed Tao- 
tai of Shanghai vice Li Kuang-chiu pro- 
moted. The said Tuaotaihislto come to 
Peking for audience before going to his 
new post. 

(3) The Manchu Brigades commanded 
by Shou Ch‘ang' and Jung IIo in Féngtien 
province, are hereby commanded to be 
placed under the orders of Tséng Ch ‘i, 
Tartar General of said province, and the 
said Tséng Ch‘ is also to take over charge 
of the Ordnance and Military stores and 
the rice reserved for the troops at Mouk- 
den, in order that he may make a careful 
investigation into the matter and reor- 
ganise the whole to the best of his ability. 

14th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ch'ien Ying-pu, President of the 
Board of Works, again prays to be allowed 
to resign his post owing to prolonged ill- 
ness. Wecannot spare the said President 
yet and therefore grant him another two 
months’ leave, and his duties in the mean- 
while will be attended to by Hsii Shu-ming, 
President of the Court of Censors. 

(2) Tu Yii, an expectant Taotai of 
Kiangsu, who had an audience this morning, 
is to have his name recorded in the Grand 
Council books for immediate substantive 
appointment. 

15th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Yi Lu, Viceroy of Chihli, reports 
that Ch‘tang Lu (Manchu), Provincial 
Treasurer-designate of Kiangning,:who is 
at present on sick leave at his home in 
Chihli province, is too ill to proceed to his 
post, and therefore prays to be allowed 
to resign. The prayer is granted. 


May 15—25.] 








(2) Yii Hsien, Governor of Shantung, 
‘denounces a Colonel, named Yuan Pang- 
yen, who had been appvinted to superin- 
tend the building of 34 extra gunboats for 
‘the Yellow River and coast, on the ground 
that not only have the boats been badly 
built, and of miserable quality asto material, 
but also the prices charged by him for the 
building of them is preposterously high. 
We hereby command that the said Colonel 
be forthwith cashiered and dismissed the 
service, an1 further that he be placed 
under arrest and confined until such time 
as he makes good the sum of money over- 
drawn by him from the tressury in regard 
to the building of the said gunboats. 


16th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
(1) En Shou (Manchu) is appointed Pro- 


vincial Treasurer of JXiangning (North 


Kiangsu) vice Ch‘ang Lu, retired. 

(2) Ch‘én Tsé-lin is appointed Provincial 
Judge of Kiangsi vice En Shou, promoted 
as above. 

17th May. 
IMP RIAL DECREE. 

Liu Yung-hang is appointed Junior 
Deputy Supervisor of Instruction to the 
Heir-A pparent. 

18th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Mien Wén (Manchu) is appointed Liter- 

ary Chancellor of Anhui province. 


19th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
(1) Li Tien-lin is appointed Junior Vice- 
President of the Board of War. 
(2) Chin Shéng (Manchu) is reappointed 
for another term to the Superintendency 
of the Huaian Customs. 


20th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
Li Tien-lin is appointed acting Junior 
Vice-President of the Board of Rites in 
addition to his other duties. 


21st May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Assistant Grand Secretary and 
President of the Board of War, Kang Yi, 
is appointed Hig’: Commissioner to make a 
tour of investigation in Kiangsu province. 
He is‘at liberty to select his own staff of 
officials but he must first memorialise the 
Throne for permission to take them. 

(2) Chang Yuan-ch‘i is appointed Censor 
of the Kiangnan Circuit. 








22nd: May. ' 
No papers of interest. 
23rd May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES,. 
(L) K& Pao-hua is appointed Senior Vice- 
President of the Board of War. 
(2) Hsii Chit is appointed Reader, and 
Yang Chieh-san Recorder, respectively, 
of the Hanlin Academy. 


24th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Ch‘ing Hsiang, Censor and Keeper of 
the Great Seal of the Board of Works, dis- 
played at his audience this morning in- 
eapahility in the performance of his duties 
as Censor, and he is, therefore, commanded) 
to return to his former post—Hanlin 
Academy. 

(2) Hsiti Ying-k‘uei, Viceroy of Min-Ché, 
proposes the establishment of a Bureau for 
the Protection of Returned Emigrants 
from foreign countries, at Amoy, that port 
being the point of return of the largest 
portion of natives coming from abroad. 
As we have frequently had brought to 
our notice the patriotism and loyalty of 
Chinese abroad, efforts must be inade to 
protect such as return home from the 
oppression and extortions of local rowdies 
and dishonest gentry who have been m the 
habit of imposing upon these strangers. 

We therefore gladly sanction the sugges- 
tion of the said Viceroy to establish such a 
Bureau in Amoy, to be placed under the 
management of a Committee of trustworthy 
gentry who shall take care of the returned 
emigrants, such as shall register themselves 
at said Bureau, and protect them against 
the extortions and rowdyism that have been 
their lot when they return as nominal 
strangers to the land of their birth or 


; ancestors. 


25th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Generalissimo, Jung Lu, has reported 
that Sung Ch‘ing, Commander: of the 
Wuvwei Corps and Provincial Commander- 
in-chief of Szechuan, is seriously ill, and I, 
the Empress Dowager, am much concern- 
ed at the news. I, therefore, gladly grant 
the said Sung Ch'‘ing leave of absence for 
two months and would exhort him to get 
back his health by rest and quiet. 

In order further to assist him to this 
end I hereby bestow upon him a parcel 
containing five ounces of the best ginseny, 
reserved for Imperial use, and nineteen 
pills .used for the reinvigoration of the. 
system. During the said Sung Ch‘ing’s 


— 


absence from camp his duties will be per- 
formed by his second in command, General 
Ma Yii-k'un, who, however, is required to 
ask the advice of his chief in all important 
matters relating to the management of the 
said Corps. 


26th May. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We have received a memorial from Jén 
Tao-jung, Director-General of the Yellow 
River, praying to be allowed to resign 
owing to constantly recurring ill-health. 
There is no necessity of granting him his 
prayer but he is allowed leave of absence 
trom duty for two months. As just now 
is the time for the regular freshets, care 
must be taken to keep the embankments in 
good order, and we, therefore, command Yii 
Ch ‘ang, Governor of Honan, to take charge 
during Jén Tao-jung’s leave of absence. 


27th May. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 
As Kang Yi is about to go to the pro- 
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vinces his post of President of the Board — 


of War is hereby given ad interim to Ch'‘i 
Hsiu (Manchu), and the Captain-General- 
ship of the Mongol Red Banner Corps is 
given to Chin Hsiu, during Kang Yi's 
absence. | 


28th May. 


IMPERIAL DECREE, 


P‘u Shan, Junior Vice-President of the 
Board of Civil Appointments, is ordered 
to go to the Huiling Mausolea and inspect 
the repairs needed there, he being also 
appointed to superintend said work. 


29th May. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Ch‘ang Shun is ordered to proceed 
to Kirin (Central Manchuria) and inspect 
the recently organised disciplined regi- 
ments in that province. 

(2) Hsing Lien, Imperial Resident at 
Urga, Mongolia, having petitioned to be 
allowed to resign his post owing to pro- 
longed illness, his prayer is hereby granted. 

30th May, 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Tai Hung-tze is appointed Junior 
Director of the Supervisorate of Instruc- 
tion of the Heir-Apparent. 

(2) Féng Shéng-a is given the button of 
a Manchu Brigadier-General and appointed 


Imperial Resident of Urga vice Hsing Lien 
retired. 


[May 25—Jone 4. 





3lst May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Censor P‘an Ch‘ing-lan in a menio- 
rial states that, although the plan of the 
Viceroy of the Min-Ché provinces to estab- 
lish a Bureau f -r the Protection of Return- 
ed Emigrants from Abroad, at Amoy, is 
very commendable, there are still certain 
things wanting, such as giving them pro- 
tection when passing though the Customs 
and Likin barriers en route to their homes 
in the interior, owing to the fact that these- 
emigrants generally return home laden 
with wealth procured from abroad. In such 
cases they are made the victims of extor- 
tionate Customs runners who, knowing them 
to be returned emigrants and strangers 
without influence and friends, always fleece 
them of large sums of money, in 
certain cases even beygaring the unfortunate 
emigrant by depriving him of all that he 
has brought home with him. In view of 
this we hereby command that these 
emigrants are to be also duly protected 
from such oppression and their oppressors 
punished with the utmost severity. 


Ist June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Cashiering a number of dishonest. 
and incapable officials of Fukien at the 
instance of the Viceroy of the Min-Ché 
proviuces. 

(2) A similar decree with reference to 
three officials in Shantung denounced by 
Yii Hsien, Governor of the same. 


2nd June. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Wu Ting-fén is appointed Acting Junior 
Vice-President of the Board of Rites, the 
appointment of Li Tien-lin in regard to 
the above, made on the 20th ultimo, being 
hereby cancelled. 

3rd June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Chang Yi (known as Chang Yen-mao. 
in Tientsin) is appointed a Sub-Chancellor 
of the Grand Secretariat. 

(2) Tsiang Shih-fén is appointed Censor 
and Keeper of the Great Seal of the Board 
of Civil Appointments. 


4th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Decree cashiering a large number of 
the local officials of Szechuan denounred 
by K‘uei Chun, the Viceroy of said province. 

(2) P‘ang Hung-wén, Junior Director of 
the Office of Transmission of official docu- 
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ments, has presented a memorial asking 
permission to retire from office owing to 
prolonged illness. The prayer is hereby 
granted. 


5th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Ps‘ui Yung-an is appointed Reader 
and Li Lien-fang Recorder, respectively, 
of the Hanlin Academy. 

(2) The Grand Council is hereby com- 
manded to record the name of the Chihli 
Taotri, Wu Ting-pin, who had an audience 
this morning, in its books for immediate 
preferment. 

(3) We received lately a memorial from 
Liu Ch‘ing-fén, a Secretary of the Tsungli 
Yamén, advocating the coining of copper 
cash in Peking and that machinery should 
also be purchased for the making of silver 
dollars and subsidiary coins in lieu of 
the present copper and silver currency 
now in use at the Capital. The said 
memorial was handed to the Tsungli 
Yainén to be reported upon, and the 
said Yamén now states that, after exhaus- 
tive enquiries and careful investigation 
in the commercial and trading centres of 
Peking, the members of the Yamén have 
come to the conclusion that the establish- 
ment of a large mint with foreign ma- 
chinery in the capital would be really a 
great benefit to people of all classes, 
while the manner of working such a mint 
would be a protection against dishonesty 
and fraud now only too common in the 
older mints. Since this is the case we 
hereby command Yi K‘uang, Prince Ch‘ing, 
Ist Order, to deliberate with the members 
of the Grand Council and the Board of 
Revenue as to what sort of regulations 
shall be required for the establishment of 
a foreigu-modelled mint in Peking which 
shall supersede the older mints with all the 
dishonesty and fraud which accompany 
them. 


6th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Ko Féng-shih, an expectant Taotai 
of Kiangsu, who had audience this morning 
is hereby ordered to have his name record- 
ed in the Grand Council books for imme- 
diate substantive preferment. 

(2) A decree exhorting Viceroys, Tartar 
Generals, and Governors of provinces to 
act with more energy and to give personal 
heed to the collection of revenue, namely, 
from the Customs, Likin, and Salt Gabelle. 
Should this be done there will be no more 


need of complaining about insufficiency of. 


funds, etc. 


"th June, 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) A decree cashiering a number of local 
authorities of Shensi denounced by Wei 
Kuang-tao, Governor of said province. 

(2) Yang Chao-chun, an expectant Tao- 
tai of Kiangsu, who had audience this 
morning is hereby ordered to have his 
name inscribed in the Grand Council books 
for immediate substantive preferment. 

Note :—This official was for many years 
an attaché in the various legations abroad 
and is now Head of the Transmission Office 
In Shanghai which receives all mail matter 
from the legations abroad for the Tsungli 
Yamén or various Viceroys and Governors, 
and vice versé also dispatches all mails 
destined for Jegations in foreign countries. 
—Translator. 


8th June. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We have received a memorial from T'sai 
Ch‘i, Prince Tuan, 2nd Order, recommend- 
ing rewards for all officers connected with 
the organisation of the Hu-shéng Brigade 
of the Peking Field Force, who had dis- 
tinguished themselves by their energy, 
military knowledge, and strict discipline of 
the said Brigade during its five years of 
existence. We can say that the officers of 
the Hu-shéng Brizade, both high and low, 
have indeed distinguished themselves in 
their work of organisation and discipline 
having had personal experience of the 
same and we therefore gladly com- 
mand that the said Prince Tuan be 
handed to the Imperial Clan Court for 
extraordinary rewards and that his col- 
leagues in the work, the Assistant Grand 
Secretary and President of the Board of 
War, Kang Yi, and Chin Hsin, President 
of the Board of Revenue, be handed 
to the Board of Civil Appointments for 
determination of the usual rewards. ‘lhe 
three above-named are also hereby 
commanded to draw up a list of the 
most deserving of all the officers under 
them in the said Brigade, and present them 
to the Throne in order that ¢dequate pro- 
motions may be awarded them by the Board 
of War. 

9th June. 


No papers of interest. 


10th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Appointing some fifty district and 
department magistr.tes to posts in the 
various provinces. 
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(2) Decree cashiering several of the local 
authorities of Kiangsu denounced by Té 
Shou, Governor of said province. 


11th June. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Lu Jén-hsiang, Libationer of the 
Imperial Academy, is hereby promoted to 
the post of Sub-Chancellor of the Grand 
Secretariat with the brevet rank of a Vice- 
President of the Board of Rites. 

Note :—This official will be remembered 
as the Chief Commissioner of the Bui eau 
of Commerce at Soochow in 1898, and who 
was at the same time the originator of the 
largest Cotton spinning mill and silk fila- 
ture in that city. —Translator. 

(2) Li Tuan-yii is appointed Senior Vice- 
President of the Court of Censors. 


12th June. 
No papers of interest. 


13th ‘June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Chang Héng-chia is appointed Groom 
of the Imperial Library. 

(2) Wu Ting-fén, acting Junior Vice- 
President of the Board of Rites, is hereby 
also appointed a Minister of the Tsungli 
Yamén. 


14th June. 
No papers of interest. 


15th June, 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Chien Ying-p‘u, President of the 
Board of Works, having again asked per- 
mission to resign owing to prolonged illness, 
we hereby grant him his prayer and by 
extra grace also grant him the half-pay of 
a Board President during his retirement. 


THE GUNPOWDER EXPLOSION AT PEKING. 


(2) Yi K‘uang, Prince Ch ‘ing, 1st Order, 
Commander-in-Chief of the Peking Field 
Force, reports that, on the morning of the 
9th instant, the barracks of the Artillery 
Brigade of the said Force caught fire by 
accident and spreading to the magazine 
within the Camp caused widespread devas- 
tation by the explosion of the ammunition 
stored within, All the barracks were 
levelled to the ground and six officers were 
killed and a number also injured at the 
same time. We greatly sympathise with 
the families of those who were killed or 
wounded in this catastrophe an:l hereby 
cominand that extra grants in money 
be given to them and for expenses in 
medica] treatment required in regard to 
the wounded and injured. With reference 


to the explosion itself, although the fire 
was an accident, it must be evident that, 
in a crowded place like a military camp, 
there was a very large quantity of powder 
to cause such a frightful catestrophe which 
should never have been allowed. We here- 
by command that the responsible officers 
commanding the camp and the Prince and 
high Ministers in superior command be 
handed over to the Board of War for the 
determination of the usual penalty awarded 
in such instances. Furthermore we, have 
also received a report of the said explosion 
from the Commandant of the Peking Gen- 
darmerie who, however, has made it in a 
very vague way, merely stating thit there 
were some houses belonging to people 
living near by the said barracks which 
were also destroyed by the explosion, 
but entering into no details. We are 
exceedingly angry at this slipshod way 
of reporting such an important matter and 
hereby censure the said Commandant who 
is ordered to find out at once how many 
houses near the barracks were destroyed, 
how many of the common people were 
killed or injured, and what sort of relief 
should be given to the sufferers in the 
circumstances. All this has not been done 
by the said Commandant and he must do it 
at once. 


16th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Hu Pin-chih, Governor of Shansi, 
reports that the important post of the Ch‘i- 
Ning Taotaiship is now vacant and prays 
that some one may be appointed to the 
said post. We hereby appoint Féng Chung- 
tai to fill the same. 

(2) Hsii Shu-min is appointed President 
of the Board of Works vice Ch‘ien Ying-pu, 
retired. The former’s post of President of 
the Court of Censors is hereby given to 
Hsii Yung-yi. 

(3) Hsti Hui-li is appointed Senior Vice- 
President of the Board of Civil Appvint- 
ments, and his post of Junior Vice-Presi- 
dent of the same Board is given to Hsit 
Ching-ch‘eng. 

(4) Yang Ju (now Minister to Russia— 
Translator) is appointed Senior Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Board of Works and the Junior 
Vice-Presidency of the same Board is here- 
by given to Yuan Shih-k‘ai 


17th June. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Yang Ju being absent on a mission. 
abroad Hua Chin-shou is hereby appointed 
acting Senior Vice-President of the Board 
of Works ad interim, and Lu Jén-hsiang 
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is appointed acting Junior Vice-President 
of the same Board until Yuan Shih-k‘ai 
arrives at Peking. 

(2) The memorial presented this morn- 
ing by the Hanlin Reader Chi Ch‘éng 
(Manchu) recommending that more pri- 
vileges be granted to enable officials 
to purchase promotion as Taotais and pre- 
fects, is hereby commanded to be handed 
to the Board of Revenue for report. 


18th June. 
IMPERIAL DECBRE. 


Huang Shao-chi is appointed Reader, 
and Huang Sz-én Recorder, respectively, 
of the Hanlin Academy. 


19th June. 
No papers of interest. 


20th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Huang Chien-yuan, appointed recent- 
ly to the Shanghai Taotaiship, is hereby 
ordered to be transferred to the Tientsin 
Customs’ Taotaiship, and the first-named 
post is hereby given to Yti Lien-yuan, Salt 
Intendant of Fukien province; the last 
named post is to be given to Yang Wén- 
ting. 

(8) A decree rewarding a number of 
deserving district magistrates of Shantung 
and commanding the cashiering of three 
others, in reply to a memorial from Yii 
Hsien, Governor of said province. 

Note:—Among those magistrates whom 
the Manchu Governor of Shantung, Yii 
Hsien, considered as ‘‘ deserving” in his 
memorial to the Empress Dowager, are 
those in whose districts the Shantung 
‘* Patriotic Society” and ‘‘ Boxers” have 
been most active against missionaries and 
their converts. This Manchu Governor 
was apparently gratified at the indifference 
manifested by these subordinates to the 
complaints of converts and missionaries 
and therefore recommended them to the 
Throne for rewards.—Transtlator. 


21st June. 
No papers of interest. 


22nd June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


Hsii Shih-lin is appomted an expectant 
Taotai of Chékiang, and Kung Chin-yi to 
be an expectant Taotai of Kiangsu. 

Note:—The last named official is the son 
of the late Kung Chao-yuan, former Taotai 
of Shanghai and subsequently Minister to 
St. James's. — Translator. 


23rd June. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Kuei Té-p‘u, a Major belonging to the 
Military administration of Hupeh province, 
who was received in audience this morning, 
is hereby commanded to report himself tor 
duty to the Generalissimo of the Grand 
Army of the North. 


24th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
(1) We have received a memorial from 


‘Hsiang Hang. Tartar-General of Chingchou 


(Hupeh), praying to be allowed to resign 
on account of prolonged illness. The 
prayer is hereby granted. 

(2) Ts‘ao Chia-hsiang, an ex-ofticer of 
the former Peiyang fleet, who was received 
in audience this morning, is hereby com- 
manded to report himself to Jung Lu for 
appointment in the (new) Peiyang squad- 
ron. 

25th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Chi Lu is appointed Tartar General 
of Chingchou (Hupeh), vice Hsiang Hang 
retired. . 

(2) Ch‘ang En is appointed Tartar Gene- 
ral of Hangchow (Chékiang), vice Chi ;Lu 
transferred as above, and Yii Shu is ap- 
pointed Brigadier-General of the Tartar 
Garrison of Hangchow aforesaid. 


26th June. 
No papers of interest. 


27th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Chung T‘ai, Tartar General of Ning- 
hsia (Kansu) prays to be allowed to resign 
his post on account of prolonged illness. 
His prayer is granted. ; 

(2) We have received a memorial from 
the Censor Yii Ch‘éng-ko, stating that he 
hears that many of the wealthy people who 
have purchased Chao Hsin Bonds do not 
care to receive interest or capital back 
from Government, in which case the 
siid Censor thinks that a chance should 
be given to those who are of this mind 
whereby, in consideration of their re- 
nunciation of said capital and interest 
the Government shall grant them official 
rank in proportion to the sums they 
have thus presented to the Exchequer. 
We hereby command the Viceroys and 
Governors of provinces to carefully make 
investigation into this matter, and if they 
find any one desirous of giving up the 
expectation of receiving interest or capital 


according ‘to the Chao Hsin regulations 


fixed by Imperial decree, to permit such so 
to do; and upon giving up their Bonds to 
the authorities the said officials shall re- 
commend the official ranks to be bestowed 
upon these patriotic and loyal citizens in 
proportion to the sums given up by them. 
If, however, there are those who look upon 
these Bonds as a business speculation and 
are content to receive the interest on the 
Bonds at their regular times provided by 
decree, and to receive back their capital 
when said Bonds mature, they shall have 
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perfect freedom to do this and to follow the’ 


bent of their own minds in the matter. 
We forbid any attempt at coercion or 
cajolery of the officials to make these our 
subjects change their minds in the matter, 
and any one so doing should be severely 
oe to us and punished according to 
aw. 


28th June. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Grand Secretary, Hsii T'ung ; 
the Imperial Clansman, Chun Liang ; Yuan 
Ch‘ang, a Minister of the Tsungli Yamen ; 
and the Censor Kao Hsi-chen, have all sent 
up to us memorials giving what each one 
thinks should be done to bring about in- 
creased revenue to the State. We now hand 
their memorials to the Grand Council who, 
in conjunction with the Grand Secretariat, 
Six Boards and Nine Ministries, shall con- 
jointly deliberate over them and report 
thereon to us. 

(2) Li Yin-lan is appointed Junior 
Director of the Office of Transmission of 
official documents, ete. 

(3) Cho Ha-pu is appointed Tartar 
General of Ninghsia(Kansu),and his former 
post of Deputy Military Governor of ‘Chin- 
chou (outside Shanhaikuan) is hereby given 
to Chieh Lin (Manchu). 


29th June. 
No papers. of interest. 
30th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Although Li Yin-lan has been appointed 
Junior Director of the Office of Transmis- 
sion of official documents he shall continue 
to act as one of the Secretaries of the 
Grand Council. 


1st July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Yang Pei-chang is appointed Assistant 
Junior Director of the Supervisorate of 
Instruction of the Heir-Apparent, 
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2nd July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Chung Lien (Manchu) is appointed As- 
sistant Censor of the dependencies of 
Peking. 

ord July. 
No papers of interest. 


4th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Comptrollers-General of the Im- 
perial Household Department this morning 
presented a memorial on behalf of Mén 
Ting-ngao, a physician who had been re- 
commended six months ago by Hsing 
Ch‘un, then acting Tartar General of Can- 
ton (Kuangtung), to prescribe for the Em- 
peror, stating that the said physician has 
begged to be permitted to return to his 
native city of Canton, etc. Now as the 
health of the Emperor is still not good such 
a prayer is a breach of etiquette and there- 
fore cannot be granted. On the other 
hand the conduct of the said Comptrollers- 
General in making this breach of etiquette 
when they ought to have known better is 
most reprehensible, and we therefore com- 
mand that they be reprimanded for it. 

(2) The Taotai, Lin Chao-tung, who was 
received in audience this morning is hereby 
commanded to report himself for duty to 
Viceroy Liu K’un-yi for service in the 
Nanyang Administration, and we further 
command that his name be recorded in the 
Grand Council books for immediate sub- 
stantive appointment. 

(3) By special act of grace we hereby 
restore to the cashiered General Sun Wan- 
lin, his former rank and title. 


5th J uly. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Lii Hai-huan (Minister to Germany), 
is hereby appointed Director of the Office 
of Transmission of official documents. 

(2) The Board of Rites presented this 
morning a schedule of the ceremonies and 
functions which should be observed on 
the birthday anniversary of the Emperor 
on the 28th day of the 6th moon (4th 
August). They are all approved except 
that, in consideration of the Emperor’s 
poor health, there shall be no banquets 
held on that day. The other ceremonies 
of congratulation, ete., shall be held in the 
Ch’ingcheng Throne-hall ; but if it should 
happen to rain on that day, the said 
ceremonies shail be held under the 
covered pavement at the Téch’ing-gate of 
the Palace. 
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6th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Wong Yi-yung is appointed Libationer 
of the Imperial Academy. 


7th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) As Ying Nien (Manchu) is now in 
mourning,his post of Junior Vice-President 
of the Board of Works is hereby given ad 
interim to Ts‘ing Jui (Manchu), and the 
said Ying Nien’s post of Senior Vice- 
Commissioner of Octroi at the Chungwén- 
gate of Peking is given ad interim to 
Duke Tsai Lan. 

(2) Decree cashiering some and reward- 
ing others of the district and department 
magistrates of Yunnan in reply to a 
memorial of Sung Fan, Viceroy of the 
Yun-Kuei provinces, 


8th July. 
No papers of interest. 


9th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Decree appointing a number of local 
authorities to the various provincial ad- 
ministrations. 


10th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Yi Hsiang (Manchu), Tartar General 
of Chéngtu (Szechuan), prays to be relieved 
and allowed to retire from his post for 
good on account of chronic illness. His 
prayer is granted. 

(2) Ch‘ing Mien (Manchu) is appointed 
prefect of Paoning, Szechuan, and Tsou 
Yuan-chieh is appointed prefect of Yen- 
chou, Chékiang. 

(3) Lien K‘uei (Manchu) is appointed 
Censor of the Fukien Provincial Circuit. 


11th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Lu Ch‘uan-lin, Governor of Kuang- 
tung, and Té Shou (Manchu), Governor of 
Kiangsu, are hereby ordered to exchange 
posts. They shall doso immediately and 
are excused from coming up to Peking for 
an audience in the above connection. 

(2) Cho Ha-pu, Tartar General of Ning- 
hsia (Kansu), is ordered to transfer himself 
to the Tartar Generalship of Chéngtu 
(Szechuan) vice Yi Hsiang, resigned. ‘The 
Ninghsia Tartar Gencralship is hereby 
given to Hsi Chen, whose former post of 
Brigadier-General of the Manchu Garrison 
of Hsian (Shensi) is hereby given to Té 
K ‘uel. 


12th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


K‘uei Shun is appointed Lieutenant- 
General of the Yellow Hanchun Banner 
organisation. 


13th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Decree cashiering some twenty of 
the local officials of Hupeh province for 
incapability, dishonesty, avarice, etc., at 
the instance of Chang Chih-tung, Viceroy 
of the Hukuang provinces. 


(2) We have received a memorial from 
Yi Hsien (Manchu), Governor of Shan- 
tung, mm which he charges two unworthy 
members of the gentry of that pro- 
vince with grave misdemeanours. It ap- 
pears that, these two notables, name.y, 
Ts‘ang Chi-ch'én and Ts‘ang Yii-ch‘én, 
recently organised, on their own responsi- 
bility, a corps of volunteers in their native 
district of Chuchénghsien without first 
asking for the necessary official sanction, 
and then taking advantage of the large 
number of volunteers under them they 
began to extort from the inhabitants of the 
district subscriptions in money and con- 
tributions of rice and fodder on the pre- 
tence that they were needed for the organi- 
sation of the corps which they had raised 
to defend their district from outside in- 
vaders, etc. T’o such an extent did the 
audacity of these self-authorised volunteers 
proceed that they even defied the local 
authorities who tried to remonstrate 
against their illegal actions, browbeating 
the authorities and compelling them to 
give grain from the reserve granaries for 
the support of the said volunteers. Now 
such conduct is decidedly reprehensible, 
especially as it 1s stated that the whule 
district in question has become panic- 
stricken and disturbed through the actions 
of these two notables. We hereby com- 
mand that the accused gentry be forthwith 
cashiered of whatever official rank they 
possess and that they be placed under 
the strict surveillance of the local authori- 
ties of their native city in the future. 


14th July. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Wu Tung-chia is appointed Deputy 
Supervisor of Instruction of the Heir- 
Apparent. 

(2) The Chihli expectant Taotai Mao Yi 
who was received in audience this morning 
is commanded to go to Tientsin to report 
himself for duty to the Viceroy Yii Lu, 





and is also to have his name recorded in 
the Grand Council books for immediate 
substantive preferment. 


15th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Lien Shéng (Manchu) is appointed Police 
Censor of the Western city of Peking. 


16th July. 
No papers of interest. 
17th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Censor Chang Chung-yi is hereby 
appointed to the post of Adviser to the 
Office of Transmission of official decuments. 

(2) We have again been appealed to by 
the Assistant Grand Secretary, etc., Sun 
Chia-nai, to be allowed to resign his posts 
owing to prolonged illness. ‘There is no 
necessity for this, and we hereby grant the 
said Sun Chia-nai another month’s leave of 
absence from his duties. Hsii Yung-yi is 
hereby appointed President of the B ard of 
Civil Appointments during Sun Chia-nai’s 
sick leave, and Hsii Ching-ch'eng is ap- 
pointed acting Chancellor of the Imperial 
University under the same terms. 

(3) We have received a memorial from 
the Censor, Hsii Shih-chia, in which he 
charges that those who enter official life and 
purchase substantive rank and appoint- 
ments do so solely for the purpose of filling 
their pockets to reimburse themselves for 
the expenses they have incurred, and to get 
wealthy—making their appointments like 
so many commercial ventures. Of course 
the common people and merchants have to 
suffer for all this, and we are extremely 
indignant at the avarice, dishonesty, and 
heartlessness of such procercdings on the 
part of our officials. The said Censor also 
declares that, after a period of office, these 
officials do not care in the least if they 
are finally found out, denounced, and dis- 
missed by their superiors, for they always 
manage to return to their homes heavily 
laden with their ill-gotten gains, extorted 
from the fat of the land and at the 
expense of the hearts’ labour of the peo- 
ple. The said Censor therefore suggests 
that, whenever officials are denounced to 
the Throne for avarice and extortion and 
are cashiered, they should be also fined 
heavy sums and forced to disgorge their 
ill-gotten money to the Imperial Govern- 
ment. This is a good suggestion and we 
hereby command Viceroys and Governors 
of provinces to exercise extra care in the 
future for such cases, and also to in- 
vestigate tho conduct and reputations of 
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their subordinates, and when they meet 
with one of such instances as are pictured 
by the said Censor to forthwith denounce 
such to the Throne also heavily fining 
the culprits, the money thus obtained to 
be devoted entirely to replenishing the 
Military Exchequer of the Empire. 


18th July. 
No papers of irterest. 


19th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
Sié Ting-pang is appointed Major-Com- 
manding the garrison of Chingmén, Hupeh 
province, 


20th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Appointing fourteen Censors, half Chi- 
nese and half Manchus, to examine the 
grain and report on the amount thereof in 
the fourteen Imperial granaries of Peking. 


21st July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Yuan Ch‘ang (Chinese Bannerman), 
a member of the Tsungli Yamén, is also 
appointed President of the Court of Sacri- 
ficial Ceremonies. . 

Note :—This official was, two years ago, 
Taotal of Wuhu.—T'ranslator. 

(2) Lit Yung-héng is appointed Secre- 
tary, and Hsii Chi Assistant Secretary, of 
the Supervisorate of Instruction of the 
Feir- A pparent. 

22nd July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Kuci Shun is appointed Commandant of 
the Imperial Guards stationed at the Eho 
Park Lake district. 

23rd July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Kuo Lé-min, Consort of an Imperial 
Princess, prays that he may be permitted 
to resign his post of Brigadier-General 
commanding at Malanchen, Great Wall, 
on account of prolonged illness. His 
prayer is granted and he is commanded 
to retire to his Banner Reservation to 
recruit his health. 


24th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) The Mongol Duke, Po T‘i, is ap- 
pointed Lieutenant-General of the Manchu 
Yellow Banner organisation, 

(2) K‘uei Shun is appointed Brigadier- 
General of Malanchen, Great Wall, and a 
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member of the Board of Comptrollers- 
General of the Imperial Household Depart- 
ment. 
25th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE 

Chin Hsin, Manchu Presid nt: of the 
Board, of Revenue, is hereby appointed 
Inspector of the Guards stationed outside 
the lake district wall of Kho Park. 

«26th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Yang Chin-lung is appointed Brigadier- 
General of the Fushan Military Circuit of 
Kiangsu (which includes Woosung, Tsung- 
ming island, etc.). 

27th July. 
_ IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Su Yuan-ch‘un (Marshal Su), Provincial 
Commander-in-Chief of Kuangsi, and 
Chang Chun, Provincial Commander-in- 
Chief of Kashgaria, are by extra act of 


Imperial grace granted the privilege of 


riding on horseback within the Forbidden 
City. 
’ 28th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ching Hsien (Manchu) is appointed 
an expectant Taotai of Féngtien province, 
and Wang Hsi-ts‘ai an expectant Taotai of 
Hupeh. 

(2) Yen Ping-chang is appointed a Secre- 
tary of the Grand Secretariat, and Tsai 
Lin (Manchu) a Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of Inspection of Credentials and 
Commissions in the Board of Civil Ap- 
pointments. 

29th July. 


No papers of interest. 


30th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) As Tsai Tsé, Duke of the 1st‘Order ; 
Tsai Chéng, a Noble of the Imperial clan, 
and Hsii Ch‘i have all been granted 
leaves of absence, their names are to be 
taken off from the list of guests invited 
to attend the Court theatricals on the 1st 
and 4th of next month held in celebration 
of H.I.M. the Emperor’s (29th) birthday 
anniversary. 

(2) The other day the Censor, Chang 
Hsiin-hé, presented a memorial denouncing 
Hu Chia-chén, Salt Intendant of Lower 
Kiangsu (brother of Hu Yii-fén foimer 
Director-General of North-China Railways. 
—Transiator), for many misdemeanours 
unworthy of an official of his high position ; 
that he was indifferent as to how he 
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obtained money ; covetous, avaricious and 
miserly, and, finally, it would take a long 
time to write down in detail the number 
of times where he had failed in his duty 
to his superiors, etc. In consequence of 
these serious accusations we commanded 
Kang Yi, our special High Commissioner 
now investigating matters in Kiangsu pro. 
vince, to enquire into the truth of the 
charges. We have now the report of the 
said Kang Yi before us in which he stales 
that many of the charges were without 
foundation, whilst in others there happen to 
be valid reasons which led to the making of 
the charges by the said Ce..sor; but that 
these last are insignificant. One thing, how- 
ever, there was in the conduct of the »ccused 
Silt Taotai which the investigating High 
Commissioner considers reprehensibl: and 
that is the nepotism of the accused. It 
seemed that, when Hu Chia-chén was 


~ appomted to his post several years ago, he 


immediately placed his two sons, Hu 
Ping-yuan and Hu Shih-ch‘ang i» charge of 
the most lucrative salt inspection posts 
within his jurisdiction—the North and 
South lines of the Kiangsu and West Anhui 
borders. There, therefore, arose, many 
unfavourable criticisms amongst Kiangsu 
officials against the said Salt Taotai, a 
thing which one in his position should 
have, above all others, been careful tu have 
avoided. As this is most reprehensible 
we hereby command the said .«ccused Hu 
Chia-chen to be handed to the Board of 
Civil Appointments for the determination 
of an adequate penalty. 

(3) Another report of the same High 
Commissioner who had been ordered to 
investigate certain charges of favouritism 
made against Sung Ch‘un (Manchu), 
Director-General of the Grand Canal, by 
the Censor, Yii Ch‘éng-k6, resulting in a 
similar command to hand over the accused 
Oflicial to the usual Board for determina- 
tion of a penalty. 


THE FALL OF SHEN TUN-HO. 


(4) There having been repeated charges 
innde to the Throne against one Shen 
Tun-ho (well-known to people in Shanvhai 
as the principal agent in the op: ning of 
Woosung as a ‘* Commercial’ Port and the 
demolisher of the forts there—Transhtior), 
anexpectant Taotai of Kiangsu, that he 
was avaricious, dishonest, and had an ill 
savoured reputation, when our special 
High Commissioner Kang Yi started for 
Kiaugsu we specially commanded hin to 
take the opportunity of carefully investigat- 
ing the matter. The report of the said 
Commissioner is now before us in which 
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he corroborates the above accusations. 
Such being the case we hereby command 
that the said Shen Tun-ho be forthwith 
cashiered and banished to the military 
post roads, outside the Great Wall. We 
further command Liu K‘un-yi, Viceroy 
of the Liangkiang provinces, and Té Shou 
(Manchu) Governor uf Kiangsu, to see to 
it that the cashiered culprit be conveyed 
to his place of banishment as soon as 
possible and that he be not allowed to 
linger longer in Shanghai than is necessary. 


31st July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The cashiered ex-district mayistrate of 
Tiehling, Féngtien province (Lower Man- 
churia), Ch’én Shih-yun, who was recently 
sent to us on the recommendation of Yen 
Mao, Tartar General of Kirin, and who 
had an audience before us this morning, is 
restored to favour and the decree cashier- 
ing him is hereby withdrawn. 


Ist August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Fan Kuang-héng is appointed Vice- 
Director of the Banqueting Court. 

(2) Sung Ch‘éng-hsiang is appointed 
Censor of the Hukuang (Hunan and Hupeh) 
Circuit. 

(3) Lung Hsio-t’ai and Ou Jui-lin are 
appointed Secretaries of the Grand Secre- 
tariat. 

(4) A decree commending the energy, 
diligence and good government of the pre- 
fects of Hangchow, Kiashing, and Chiichou, 
and the district magistrates of Jénho 
(Hangchow) Ch Sent‘ang (: !angohow) Kash- 
ing (Kiashing) and Chinhai (Ningpo); and 
cashiering for misconduct and laziness 
several other district magistrates—all of 
Chékiang province—in answer to a me- 
morial of Liu Shu-t‘ang, Governor of said 
province. 


2nd August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
Kuo Tséng-hsing is appointed Senior 
Director of the Banqueting Court. 


The 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th \ugust being 
Court holidays in honour of His Imperial 
Majesty Kuang MOsii’s 29ih birthday 
anniversary, there were no decrees or 
transactions of Affairs of State. 


7th August. 


IMPERIAL DECREE, 


Li Lien-fang is appointed Reader and 
Chang Heng-chia Recorder, respectively, 
of the Hanlin Academy. 


8th August. 
No papers of interest. 


9th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We have received a memorial from Yen 
Mao, Tartar General of Kirin (Central 
Manchuria), in which he asks that punish- 
ments be awarded certain Manchu officers 
in charge of the prisons in the city of 
Kirin for neglect of duty, ete. It seems 
that a criminal who had been condemned 
to be strangled to death managed, through 
lack of vigilance of his keepers, recently to 
escape from gaol and succeeded in avoiding 
recapture for several hours. He was, 
however, caught by his gaolers before the 
expiration of twenty-four hours, which, 
although an extenuating circumstance for 
his gaolers, still does not excuse them from 
the charze of lack of watchfulness and care 
in the discharge of their important duties. 
We, therefore, hereby command the Chicf 
Prison Warden, the Manchu Captain 
Ch‘ing Lien, to be degraded one step in 
rank, and the Manchu Ensign, Shuang An, 
Deputy Prison Warden, to be deprived of 
his official button as a punishment, while 
they are still to remain in their posts to 
work, by good conduct in the future, for 
the restoration of their original ranks and 
official buttons. 


10th and 11th August. 
No papers of interest. 
12th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Appointing a large number of officials to 
substantive posts as sub-prefects, depart- 
ment, and district magistrates in the pro- 
vinces. 

13th August. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Ch‘iing Fu is appointed Manchu 
Senior Vice-President of the Court of 
Censors. . 

(2) We have received a memorial from 
Kang Yi, our special High Commissioner in 
Kiangsu, in which he makes certain recom- 
mendations for the further replenishment 
of the Military Exchequer of the Empire. 
He states that there are large sums of 
extra mouey to be found by. simply re- 
organising the administration of the native 
customs anid salt gabelle, together with the 
abolishment or amalgamation of superfluous 
stations and bureaux, which are now in 
existence merely for the purpose of feeding 
and fattening innumerable idle men and 
hangers-on. Now all this is just what the 
Throne has of late years been constantly 
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reminding our Tartar Generals, Viceroys, 
and Governors to attend to carefully and 
energetically. Kang Yi declares further 
that all that is necessary in the matter is 
to dismiss the supernmerary officials, pre- 
vent those in office from diverting revenues 
into their own pockets which have hitherto 
been cousidered as perquisites of their posts 
and to put a stop to extravagance in the 
above departments of revenue. 
Mmeniorialist insists must be attended to at 
once and the root of the evil will then be 
eradicated for ever. 

Kang Yi suggests, therefore, that those 
officers who are heads of the Imperial 
Maritime Customs should be compelled 
to give each an annual stated sum from 
what is styled ‘‘Surplus Revenue ;” that 
those in whose hands is the collection 
of likin be forced to contribute fixed 
specified amounts every year, over and 
above the usual sums handed in to the 
Provincial Treasuries ; punishing those 
who fail in so doing: and that salt monopo- 
lists be ordered to take over extra quotas of 
salt from Government, giving proportionally 
increased cash bonds as guarantees to 
the State in consideration of the increased 
amount of salt to be taken over by them 
annually. . 

As regards the above sugges tions and 
the amounts to be required of each station, 
barrier, bureau or department, we must, 
of course, take into account the pros- 
perity or otherwise of each port or 
city, and the greatness or smallness of 
the various populations; for conditions 
vary greatly in various provinces. We, 
therefore, hereby specially command the 
Tartar Generals, Viceroys and Governors 
of each province to investigate carefully 
the true condition of the cities and ports 
within their jurisdictions, and when they 
have obtained all necessary information on 
these points, to consider what shall be re- 
quired of each revenue-producing oftice or 
bureau and then report to us for sanction 
to proceed thereon. With reference to 
the abolition or amalgamation of bureaux 
and offices let this matter also be carefully 
and energetically gone into, avoiding in 
the meanwhile all acts such as may lead to 
the accusation of having been guilty of 
nepotism or favouritism. 

inally, Kang Yi strongly recommends 
that steps be taken at once to clear off and 
straighten out all outstanding accounts 
between landowners and Government as 
regards the grain taxes. As this affects the 
Tribute Rice of Government care should be 
taken to discover all attempts at presenting 
false or cooked accounts in order to avoid the 
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payment of legal debts due to the Treasury 
which have been owing a long time by 
landowners. 

All our high provincial officials are called 
upon to bear ever in mind that the empire 
is now passing through a crisis of excep- 
tional gravity through the difficulty of 
obtaining needful funds to pay the Impe- 
rial armies and for the organisation of the 
defences of the country against possible 
foes. This, they must know, is the most 
important question of the, hour in compari- 
son to which all othe matters are as 
nothing. Let one and ll be careful to 
suggest and do only such as may bring 
profit to the Government and wealth and 
contentment to the masses. Finally, let 
Kang Yi’s memorial be copied out by the 
Board of Revenue and sent to every offi- 
cial, high and low, throughout the emfire 
as 3 guide to them as to what should be 
done in the matter. 

(3) Another memorial from the said 
Kang Yi concerning the grain taxes of 
Kiangsu province, declares that, in contri- 
buting towards the Tribute Rice Depart- 
ment: he finds that evasions are so frequent 
among landowners to avoid the payment 
of the full quotum of Tribute Rice due by 
each that, as a matter of fact, the Imperial 
Government annually only gets four-fifths 
of the rice, or money in lieu, required by 
law. This may, of course, be due to the 
large number of unreclaimed lands lying 
fallow though the ravages of internecine 
strife or drought and famine, but there are 
also cases of dishonesty where false and 
unreliable reports are handed in portraying 
rich lands as waste grounds and such like, 
thereby enabling these mandacious land- 
holders to pay less dues than should have 
been required of them. We, therefore, 
command that, commencing with the 25th 
year of Kuang Hsit (1899), there shall be no 
more difference made in collecting tribute 
rice dues from large or small landholders, 
each landholder being compelled from 
henceforth to pay in accordance with the 
amount of acreage under cultivation. The 
dues shall be collected individually and 
not under a lump sum where large owners 
of land can easily hand in false declarations 
of the number of mow held by them, thus 
evading the payment of just dues while 
small owners have to pay for every foot 
of land held by them, being small in num- 
ber and easily counted. 

This, let it be understood by all owners of 
Jand, etc., is but a mere straightening out 
of old accounts and the enforcement of the 
payment of just and legal dues, and not as 
some have sought to make it out an 
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increase of the land taxes. Let the Viceroy 
and Governor of Kiangsu, therefore, care- 
fully superintend the work which will have 
to be delegated to the Provincial Treasurer, 
Taotais, and prefects, these in their turn 
keeping a watchful eye on the actions of 
their subordinates the local authorities, who 
must be required to go carefully over their 
several jurisdictions and make investigation 
as to how many aeres of land are under cul- 
tivation and how many lie fallow or wasted, 
so that an exact estimate of each year’s 
land revenue can‘be easily made. Let 
there be no hesitation in denouncing and 
cashiering dishonest officials who try to 
conceal the proper and true number of 
mow within their districts or departments, 
either for the sake of pocketing the unde- 
clared revenues for themselves or, perhaps, 
for the sake of influential and opulent mem- 
bers of the local gentry and notables who 
have bribed them to do so. Should such 
dishonesty occur not only shall the guilty 
officials suffer loss of ranks and dismissal 
from the public service, but the guilty not- 
ables and gentry shall be compelled to 
make good every cash of. which they have 
tried to defraud the Exchequer and be 
heavily fined as well as a warning to all. 

(4) A third memorial by the same officer 
recommending and denouncing certain 
officials in Kiangsu province who came 
under the memorialist’s personal notice. 
Amongst the former class are the Taotais 
Mu-ké-teng.pu (Manchu) Ting Pao-yuan, 
and the present acting Taotai of Shang- 
hai, Tséng Ping-hsi. These are to be 
recorded in the Grand Council books for 
immediate substantive appointments. 
Amongst the latter class (those denounced) 
is Chang Yi-shu, acting district magistrate 
of Yénch‘éng (erstwhile magistrate Chang 
of the Shanghai Mixed Court, a post which 
he had to vacate owing to his avarice and 
barefaced ‘‘squeezes.”—Translutor.) The 
denounced mavistrate is accused of the 
same weaknesses by Kang Yi, who declares 
that such is the unsavoury reputation of 
magistrate Chang that the whole district 
1s filled with complaints and the man 
regarded *by high and low with the most 
bitter aversion. Chang Yi-shu is therefore 
cashiered and dismissed from the public 
service as a warning to all. 

Note.—It is characteristic of the man, 
Kang Yi, that although in this case he hap- 
pened to lay hold of the right man for once 
as an object of his denunciation, several of 
those whom he recommended to the Throne 
for reward and as deserving of promotion 
are well known to the people of Kiangsu 
province as being men of similar calibre 


and propensities to the ex-magistrate 
of the Mixed Court himself. Indeed some 
of the former are much more dangerous 
and worse. But it suited these wise 
and politic units of Kiangsu mandarin- 
dom to appear regular Conservatives and 
true blue bigots before the eyes of that 
King of Bigots, which evidently tickled 
him so that he lost no time in eulogising 
these new protégés of his, albeit he had 
beea confidentially informed by his own 
most trusted deputies and secretaries who 
came with him from Peking concerning the 
true character of several of them and the 
unsavoury reputation each possessed not 
only in Kiangsu alone but in other pro- 
vinces that had been unfortunate enough 
to have experienced their official ravages, 
etc.—Translator. 


14th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Ts‘ao Ching-chéng, an expectant district 
magistrate of Chihli, who had an audience 
this morning, is hereby promoted to the 
rank of an independent sub-prefect and 
his name is to be recorded in the Grand 
Council books for immediate substantive 
appointment. 

Note :—Previous to the usurpation of 
the Empress Dowager, officials of the rank 
of district magistrate (7th rank) up to 
and including a sub-prefect (5th rank) were 
never granted the privilege of an audience 
before the Throne, unless having an extra- 
ordinary record for prominent services to 
theState, such as being the means of gaining 
a great victory and the like, and specially 
called by the Throne to be personally 
thanked aud rewarded. Officials of the 
5th rank downwards to those of the 9th 
rank could only look to an audience 
before the members of the Grand Coun- 
cil who examined them and_ reward- 
ed them in proportion to the amount of 
money these seekers after audience were 
able to pay. But the favourite eunuch of 
the Empress Dowager, Li Lien-ying, (him- 
self already enormously wealthy, and said 
by some to be the richest man in Peking) 
anxious to obtain popularity amongst the 
other Palace eunuchs persuaded his Mis- 
tress to extend this privilege of audience 
before the Throne to officials to the 7th rank 
upwards also, in order to open a way for 
his fellow eunuchs to extract squeezes 
from these officials and so create a regular 
and profitable revenue for them This we 
have repeatedly seen has been done, and 
in some instances astonishing promotions 
were made by the Empress Dowager be- 
yond the expectations of the most sanguine. 
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For these immense sums must have been 
paid and it is also significant that none but 
the most wealthy seekers after audience 
have been successful so far in obtaining 
these extraordinary steps in promotion.— 
Translator. 
15th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Jen Liang (Manchu) is appointed 
Taotai of the Ching-Shih-I Intendancy of 
Hupeh provinces (Shasi Taotaiship). 

(2) Decree granting another month’s sick 
leave to the Assistant Grand Secretary, 
Sun Chia-nai and bestowing four ounces of 
the best ginseng retained for Imperial use 
-only. 

16th and 17th August, 
No papers of interest. 


18th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

The Szechuan expectant Taotai, Huang 
Chén-ngao, who had an audience this morn- 
ing, 1s commanded to return as expectant 
Taotai of the 1st-class to Szechuan, and his 
name is to be recorded in the Grand 
Council books for immediate substantive 
appointment. 

19th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

P’u Shan (Imperial Clan) is appointed 
President of the Historiographer’s Depart- 
ment. 

20th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

(1) Chang Héng-chia is appountes Junior 
Director of the Court of Sacrificial Cere- 
monies. 

(2) Wang Ch’un-shan, expectant Taotai, 
and Ch’uan Chao (Manchu), prefect of 
Kuangtung, who were received in audience 
this morning, have our permission to return 
to their duties at Kuangtung. 


21st August. 
No papers of interest. 


22nd August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
Liu Usio-chu and Chou Yin are appointed 
Secretaries of the Grand Secretariat. 
23rd August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) We have received a memorial from 
‘Tséng Ch'i, Tartar General of Féngtien 
(Lower Manchuria), denouncing En Hai, 
Manchu Colonel of the Imperial Guards, 
formerly commanding the artillery regi- 
ments in Moukden, and Li Yii-ying, the 
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present Commander of the said regiments, 
for various misdemeanours, including lack of 
drill and discipline, and also for furnishing 
sickly and useless horses for the guns, ete. 
This is exceedingly reprehensible and the 
recommendation of the said Tartar General 
that En Hai should be cashiered, and Li 
Yii-ying divested of his official button, is 
entirely too light a punishment for such a 
crime. We hereby command that the said 
Colonel of Imperial Guards, in Hai, be 
not only cashiered but also banished to 
work on the military post roads in expiation 
of his conduct, and he must also be forced 
to refund to the Treasury all monies bor- 
rowed by him in the name of che said 
regiments. As for the present Commander, 
Li Yii-ying, he is to be cashiered and com- 
pelled to remount the said Artillery with 
good horses in place of those furnished by 
his predecessor. We would further enjoin 
upon all our Tartar Generals, Viceroys, and 
Governors to severely denounce to us all 
similar cases coming to their notice, for 
there should be no mercy shown to such 
men. 

(2) Decree granting promotions to several 
officials of Anhui province recommended 
by Téng Hua-hsi, Governor of said pro- 
vince, for special activity, diligence, and 
good government within their several juris- 
dictions. 


24th August. 
No papers of interest. 


25th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Decree cashiering two officials in Hupeh 
for dishonesty and fraudulent manipulation 
of rice meant for distribution to famine 
sufferers, in reply to a joint memorial of 
Chang Chih-tung, Viceroy of Hukuang, and. 
Yu Yin-lin, Governor of Hupeh. 


26th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We have received a memorial from Jung 
Lu reporting the death of Sung Té-shéng, 
an expectant Provincial Commandeyr-in- 
chief of Fukien and substantive Brigadier- 
General of the Tingchou division of said 
province. The deceased joined the Corps 
of General Sung Ch‘ing in the early sixties 
and served in it with great distinction in the 
many hard battles with the Taiping and 
Nienfei rebels in the provinces of Chihli, 
Kiangsu, Honan, Shantung, Hupeh, Kansu, 
and Shensi, and such had been his record 
that he held the reputation up to the day 
of his death of being the bravest and most 
energetic officer of Sung Ch'‘ing’s whole 
army. We deeply regret the death of such 


an able officer, who died in Sung Ch‘ing’s 
camp yesterday, and in recognition of his 
services hereby command that an extra- 
ordinary grant of money be given his 
family and that his military services be 
entered in the dynastic history. We further 
command Jung Lu to find out whether the 
deceased officer’s surviving son, Sung Hsi- 
héng, has any official rank so that he may 
be rewarded for his parent’s distinguished 
services to the State. 


27th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ho Té-piao is appointed Brigadier- 
General of the Tingchou Division of Fukien 
province vice Sung Té-shéng, deceased. 

(2) The post of prefect of Ch‘uanchou, 
(Amoy prefect) Fukien,. being now vacant, 
and as it ig & very important post we 
hereby command the Viceroy of said pro- 
vince to select the man best fitted for it 
from amongst all the substantive prefects 
of the province and let the post vacated 
by the said Viceroy’s choice be given to 
Lu Hsio-liang. 

28th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ming An (Manchu) is appointed 
Director of the Imperial Mews, 

(2) Tsai Ying, Prince of the 3rd Order, 
is hereby appointed Junior Assistant Vice- 
Commissioner of Octroi at the Chungwén- 
gate, Peking. . 

29th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received a memorial from 
the Board of Revenue recommending for 


promotion certain officials for their promp-. | 


titude in delivering the annual contribu- 
tions of various provinces in aid of the 
military expenditures of Kansy and Chinese 
Turkestan. The matter is referred to the 
Boards of Civil Appointments and War for 
report. 

(2) Hsi Han-tu, prefect of Luanfu, 
Shansi province, who was received in audi- 


ence this morning, ts hereby ordered to have. 


his name recorded in the Grand Council 
books for higher substantive appointment. 


30th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Jung Lu is appointed Chief Com- 
missioner of Octroi at the Chungwén-gate 
of Peking, and Ch’ung Kuang is appointed 
Vice-Commissioner. 

(2) The Grand Secretary Hsii Tung (Chi- 
nese Bannerman or Hanchun) being now 
over eighty years of age, I, the Empress 
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Dowager Tze-hsi-tuan-yu, etc., etc., here- 
by command that, whenever he shall attend 
Court, eunuchs shall be deputed to support: 
him on either side in recognition of his long 
and faithful services to the dynasty. 


olst August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
(1) Té Hung-ngeh (Manchu) Superin- 


tendent of the Imperial hunting ground 


at Jéhé, who is now in Peking for audience, 
is hereby commanded to remain in the 
capital and await some other appointment. 

(2) Yang Té-chen is appointed Censor 
and Keeper of the Great Seal of the Board 
of War, and Lien Yii (Manchu) is appointed 
Censor of the Honan Provincial Circuit. 

(3) Jung Lu reports that Sung Hsi-héng, 
son of the lately deceased Brivadier-General 
of Tingchou, Sung Té-sheng, has already 
the official rank of a department magistrate. 
We hereby promote him to the rank of an 
independent sub-prefect of the 3rd class, in 
recognition of the distinguished services of 
his late parent. 


1st September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Yang Pei-chang is appointed Groom 
of the Imperial Library. 

(2) Yen Mao, Tartar General of Kirin, 
is hereby commanded to resign his post to 
Ch‘ang Shun and come to Peking for some 
other appointinent. 


2nd September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Li Hsing-jui is appointed Provincial 
Treasurer of Kuangsi;+Chang Tséng-yi, 
Provincia] Treasurer of Fukien, and Wan 
Pei-yin Provincial Judge of Szechuan. 

(2) Yang Tsung-lien is promoted Salt 
Commissioner of the Ch‘anglu Circuit of 
Chihli-Honan and his post of Taotai of 
Hotung, Shansi, is hereby given to Wu 
T‘ing-pin. 

(3) Liu En-hsun, an expectant Taotai of 
Kiangsu, who was received in audience 
this morning, is hereby commanded to have 
his name recorded in the Grand Council 
books for immediate substantive appoint- 
ment. 

3rd September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Kuei Ch‘un (Manchu) is: appointed 
President of the Court -of Sacrificial 
Ceremonies. - 

(2) Decree promoting some and. cashier- 
ing others among the local authorities of 
Shensi province in reply to a memorial of 
Wei Kuang-tao, Governor of said province. 
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4th September. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Chu Yao, sub-prefect of Pinchou, 
Shansi, and Mén ‘T'ing-ngao, a Chinese 
Bannerman of Canton, whv had been 
formerly sent by the respective Governors 
of their provinces, to Peking to assist the 
Imperial College of Physicians in preserib- 
ing for His Majesty the Emperor, owing 
to their experience and knowledge of medi- 
cine, are hereby commanded to return to 
their respective posts, as there does not 
seem to be any satisfactory progress made 
in his Majesty’s health. 

(2) Wu Chih-hsun is appointed prefect 
of Chengchou, Hunan, and his post of pre- 
fect of Taming, Chihli, is hereby given to 
Li Yin-ngo. 


5th September. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 

We have received a memorial from the 
Censor Ch'in K‘uei-yang in which he 
states that the waste and extravagance in 
the Grand Canal Tribute Rice Transport 
Service is so great that he strongly recom- 
mends the stoppage of the entire depart- 
ment. We hereby command that the 
Board of Revenue deliberate over the said 
memorial and report thereon to us. 


6th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
Féng Shen-pu (Manchu) is appointed 
prefect of Suiting, province of Szechuan. 
7th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Jui Hsitin (Manchu) is appointed 
Reader and Ching Hou (Manchu) Recorder, 
respectively, of the Hanlin Academy. 

(2) Hsii Shu-chiin is appointed Salt In- 
tendant of Kiangsu and Taotai of Kiang- 
ning (Nanking) vice Hu Chia-chén, degraded. 

8th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Yeh Ch‘ing-tséng is appointed pre- 
fect of Nanking, Kiangsi province. 

(2) Appointing a number of district 


magistrates and other local authorities to 
substantive posts in the various provinces. 


9th September. 
No papers of interest. 
10th September, 


IMPERIAL DECREE 


Ching En (Manchu) is appointed Im- 
ed Commissioner of the Imperial Silk- 
ooms at Soochow. 


11th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Shu Tai is appointed Inspector of 
the Affairs of the Bordered Blue Manchu 
Banner Organisation. 

(2) We hereby appoint Li Ping-héng to 
proceed at once to Fénetien province 
(Lower Manchuria) to investigate certain 
irregularities there that have been reported 
to us. He is also permitted to take with 
him a staff of deputies and secretaries 
whose names must be reported to the 
Throne first, for approval. 


12th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) I K‘uang, Prince Ch‘ing, lst Order, 
retiring Imperial Commissioner of Octroi 
at the Chungwén-gate of Peking, and his 
Junior Commissioners all report that, 
owing to the general depression of imports 
into the Capital, during the past twelve 
months, the Octroi department has not 
been able to bring the surplus revenue up 
to the usual mark of previous terms and 
the memorialists further pray to be excused 
from being commanded to make good the 
deficiency out of their own pockets. The 
said memorial is hereby handed to the 
Board of Revenue for report thereon. 

(2) Hu Pin-chih, Governor of Shansi, is 
commanded to resign his post and come 
to Peking, and the vacant Governorship 
is hereby given to Wang Chih-ch‘un, 
Provincial Treasurer of Szechuan. Pend- 
ing the arrival of the said new Governor 
the post is to be administered by Ho 
Shii, Treasurer of said province of Shansi 
ad interim. 

(3) Chou Fu, (formerly Provincinl Judge 
of Chihli) is appointed Provincial Treasurer 
of Szechuan, vice Wang Chih-ch‘un pro- 
moted as above. | 
_ (4) Yt Hsien (Manchu), district magis- 
trate of Jénping, Shantung, who was re- 
ceived in audience this morning, is given 
the additional expectant rank of a sub- 
prefect and is permitted to return to his 
post in Shantung. His name its also to be 
recorded in the Grand Council books for 
immediate promotion to a higher substan- 
tive post. 

Note :—This district magistrate’s name 
sounds exactly like the name of his patron, 
Yii Hsien, the notorious anti-foreign Go- 
vernor of Shantung, although it is written 
in totally different characters, and the 
former must have been recommended by 
the latter in unstinted terms to the Throne, 
which accounts for the above promotion 
and favours granted to this magistrate for 
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no visible reasons whatever. Hence when 
the ‘‘ Boxers” afterwards began their raids 
on the Christians of Jénping this magistrate 
actually went out of his way to encourage 
the raiderx, doubtless to show his gratitude 
to his patron for favours received —Trans- 
lator. 
13th September. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Yang Pei-chang is appointed a Reader 
of the Hanlin Academy. 

Note:—The chief duty of a Reader of 
the Hanlin Academy is to read or explain 
to the Emperor, whenever called upon to 
do so, the history of China, and all stand- 
ard classical works. The work ofa Han- 
lin Reader who happens to possess a re- 
putation for learning and erudition is 
scarcely a sinecure, as he has to be constant- 
ly at the call of the Emperor, to whom he 
has to explain to the latter’s satisfaction 
all knotty or doubtful points in the classics 
or pass opinion upon essays aud poetical 
effusions of the Imperial writer.—T7'rans- 
latur. 

14th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The nume of the Honan expectant 
Taotai, Li Kuo-ho, who had an audience 
this morning, is ordered tu be recorded in 
the Grand Council books for immediate 
substantive appointment. 

(2) Our heart is exceedingly anxious for 
the prosperity of the agricultural classes of 
the Imp-rial Prefecture, whose crops have 
had no sufficiency of rain since the early 
summer until new, and unless we do have 


a plentiful shower we greatly fear that our _ 


poor subjects will suffer much this winter 
from scarcity of food stuffs, ete. We there- 
fore dedicate the 1ith instant to he a 
Day of Prayer to high Heaven to supplicate 
for rain, and hereby appoint Yi l’uang, 
Prince Ch‘ing, Ist Order, to preside over 
the sacrificial] ceremonies on our behalf at 
the ‘emple of the Most High; Tsai Yun, 
Prince of the 3rd Order, to preside at the 
Temple of the Seasens; P’u Lun, Prince 
of the 4th Order, at the Temple of Cele- 
brities; and ‘I'sai Lan and Tsai Yinz, 
Princes of the ard Order, to the Yijén 
and Ningpo Temples. 

16th September. 

IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) We have before us the report of the 
Board .f Revenue upon the memorial of 
the Censor, Ch‘in K‘uei-yang, complaining 
of the great waste and extravagance in 
the Grand Canal Tribute Rice Transport 
Service and recommending the abolition 
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of that department, etc. (Vide Decree 
of 5th instant). The said Board declares 
that as the capital sp-cially depends for its 
foodstuffs on the Tribute Rice transported 
yearly through the Grand Canal, and 
further that as the Service has been an 
institution of the empire from olden times, 
a sudden change as recommen-led would be 
a most difficult undertaking, frauht with 
serious consequences tv the the country at 
large and to Peking especially. Since this 
is the case we hereby command that the 
said Censor’s recommendation be laid on 
the table, and that ‘the transport service 
by the Grand Canal route be continued as 
usual. We would, however, remind the 
Viceroy and Governors through whose 
territory this Tribute Rice passes, that it 
is their duty to be on thealert and vigilant 
in order to prevent in the future «ll cases 
of wastefulness and extravagance that may 
come under their notice. 

(2) Jung Lu, Generalissimo of the Grand 
Army of the North, accuses one Wan 
Siang-lin, Colonel of the lst Regiment of 
the Vanguard Division of the Grand- Army, 
of the crime of pocketing the pay of his 
men, using short balances when paying out 
silver to the troops, and of constantly find- 
ing excuses for fining his officers and men 
in order t» enrich himself with the fines 
so obtained. These are most serious 
charges and we hereby command that the 
said Colonel be tortiwith cashiered and 
banished to work on the military post roads 
in punishment thereof. As for Chang 
Shih-yuan, substantive Brigadier-General 
of the Kaochou Circuit of Kuangtung pro- 
vince, and chief in command of the said 
Vanguard Division, who never seemed to 
know what frauds were being enacted in 
his own command. we hereby command 
that his peacock’s feather decoration and 
official buttun be taken away from him and 
not be returned to him uatil le has shown 
by future good cond :et and diligence and 
care in his duties that he is deserving of 
pardon for his past negligence. 

(3) We have received a memorial from 
Shuang Shou (Manchu) Police Censor of 
the Northern City, stating that. on the 
day before, certain officials holding posts 
in Peking, who are natives of Szechuan, 
brought to lis Court for punishment oue 
Liu Chao-lung. a cashiered ex-Miitary 
Chijén, and Fan Tso-lin, an ex-gaol ward- 
er, fellow provinctals of the complainants, 
who it seemed had been concerned in an 
assault upon one Hu An-Ch'‘uan, a 3rd- 
class Secretary of the Board of Punish. 
ments, resulting in the serious injury of 
the last-named. The Censor further states 
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‘that when the accused were brought before 
his tribunal they made a great disturb- 
-auce, insulting him and refusing to recog- 
nise his jurisdiction, etc. This audacity is 
unpardonable and we hereby command that 
the two men be handed over forthwith to 
the Board of Punishments for trial and 
punishment according to the laws of the 
and. 

(4) Tung Lii-Kao is appointed Brigadier- 
General of the Kueichou Circuit of Kuei- 
-chou province. 

17th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Lin Shu (Manchu) is appointed Cen- 
sor of the Shensi Provincial Circuit. 

(2) Liu Chia-mu is appointed Censor of 
the Shantung Provincial Circuit. 

(3) The Fengtien expectant Taotai Hsii 
Ching-ti, and Shensi expectant Taotai Hsii 
K’6-lih, who had audience this morning, 
are permitted to return to their respective 
provinces. 

18th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 

(Weng Hsiin (Manchu), substantive 
‘Taotai of the Ning-Shao-T’ai Intendancy of 
Chékiang (Ningpo ‘laotaiship), who had an 
audience this morning, is permitted to 
return to his post and await further promo- 
tion. 

19th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

(1) Huang Chiin-lung is appointed 
Censor of the Honan Provincial Circuit. 

(2) Lien Chin is appointed Inspector of 
the affiirs of the Bordered White Hanchun 
Banner Organisation. 

20th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


We have received a memorial from Hsii 
Ying-k‘u i, Viceroy of the Min-Ché Pro- 
vinees. in which he accuses Ch’éng Chia- 
yu, prefect of Kienning, Fukien province, 
of laziness, love of ease, and of being 
utterly incapable of performing the duties 
-of his post, etc. In punishment thereof the 
said prefect is hereby removed from his 
post and degraded to the rank of a sub- 
prefect. (Nvte:— his prefect was respon- 
sible for the Kienning riot against British 
missionaries in June.—Translator.) The 
said Viceroy also denounces Yao Ching-yi. 
acting district magistrate of Shunch‘ang- 
hsien, for ignorance of judicial procedure 
Tesulting in the death of one of the 
litigants in a certain case tried by hiin; 
and Chang Té-kuei, Colonel commanding 
the garrison of Ch‘uanchou, for inability 
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tou keep discipline among his troops and 
encouraging his soldiers to prey upon the 
people. We hereby command that the 
two accused officials be cashiered forthwith 
and reduced to the ranks; and that, as 
they are defendants in certain charges 
made against them by the relatives of their 
victims, they shall be detained by the said 
Viceroy and made to take their stand 
before the tribunal which is to be formed 
to try them. 


21st September. 
No papers of interest. 


22nd September. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We regret to learn of the death of 
Ai Lung, Lieutenant-General of the Bor- 
dered Blue Mongol Banner Corps, after 
forty years of military service in Chihli, 
Shantung and other provinces. We here- 
by command that his family be given 
the usual money grant suitable to the 
rank of the deceased and that all black 
marks against his name be erased from 
the official records, in recognition of his 
loyalty and faithful services to the Throne. 


23rd ~ eptember. 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 

Shih Shu is appointed Lieutenant-General. 
of the Bordered Blue Mongol Banner Vorps 
vice Ai Lung deceased; and Ts‘ing Jui is 
appointed acting Lieutenant-General of 
the Bordered Yellow Manchu Banner 
Corps previously held by the said Shih 
Shu. 

24th September. 
No papers of interest. 

25th September. 

IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Wén Kuang is appointed Provincial 
Treasurer of Chinese Turkestan. 

(2) Hu Ting-kan is appointed Provincial 
Judge of Hunan. 


26th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Chit Yao (Manchu) is appointed 
Grain Taotai of Fukien province vice Hu 
Tiug-kan promoted Provincial Judge of 
Hunan. 

(2) On the 17th instant we commanded 
Prince Ching and other Princes of the 
Imperial House to sacrifice on our behalf 
at the varivus Imperial temples in supplica- 
tion for much-needed rain in Peking and 
its dependencies. Unfortunately no rain 
has as yet fallen, and we therefore command 
the same Princes to go to the same temples 
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on the 28th instant to supplicate again for 
rain on our behalf. 


27th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Huang Sze-én is appointed .Reader, and 
Liu Jung-hang, Recorder, respectively, of 
the Hanlin Academy. 


28th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Wei Kuang-tao, Governor of Shensi, 
reports that Sheng Yiin (Manchu), Grain 
Taotai of said province, has succeeded in 
economising in his department to the 
extent of Tls. 40,000 per annum, which the 
said Taotai offers to place to the credit of 
the Fund formerly established for helping 
poor Manchus to cultivate waste lands 
belonging to the Government. This isa 
most loyal action and we hereby reward 
the said Taotai with the decoration of the 
premier brevet civil button (t‘ou-pin-ting- 
tai). This annual sum is to be deposited 
yearly in the Provincial Treasury to be 
ready for distribution whenever required. 

(2) A decree exhorting Viceroys and 
Governors of provinces that, in recommen- 
ding men whom they consider capable and 
trustworthy ofiicers to the Throne, they 
should exercise this privilege conscien- 
tiously and honestly, so that the Govern- 
ment may have the full benefit of the 
talents of such men. A _ warning is 
given to such as recommend only their 
friends, relations, and protégés, with the 
object of raising a party in Peking who 
shall in the future use their influence with 
the Government to help their patrons 
in the provinces. 

(3) A decree exhorting all civil and 
military officials in the provinces to strictly 
observe the Sixteen Sacred Hdicts of the 
Emperor K‘ang Hsi (1662/1722) and the 
collection of Teachings of the Emperor Yung 
Ching (1723/1735) against heresy and heter- 
odoxy, and commanding all local authort- 
ties to set apart certain days in the month 
for the explanation of the above decrees 
to the masses, in order that they may 
differentiate between true orthodoxy and 
pernicious doctrines. 


29th September. 
' No papers of interest. 


30th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Tséng Ch‘i, Tartar-General of Féngtien 
(Lower Manchuria), states that the Chao- 
ling ancestral mausoleum of the Imperial 
House at Moukden is in need of trees on 


turing their head chief, 


the grounds, and, having now obtained a 
number of fir trees for this purpose, prays. 
that the Imperial Board of Astronomy be 
commanded to select two auspicious days 
for the planting of said trees. We 
hereby command the said Board to select 
two auspicious days in next month for this 
purpose and notify same to the said Tartar 
General, who shall then proceed reverently 
to plant the said fir trees in accordance 
with the rites and ceremonies of this. 
dynasty. 


lst October. 
No papers of interest. 


2nd Qctober. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Ch‘ang Kéng, Tartar-General of Kuldja, 
Chinese Turkestan, reports the illness. 
of Wo Héng-ngeh (Manchu), Imperial 
Agent at Urga, Mongolia, and prays in his. 
behalf that he may be permitied to resign 
said post and return to Peking to recruit 
his health. We grant Wo Héng-ngeh’s, 
prayer and he is permitted to resign his 
post. 


3rd October, 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Wu T‘ung-chia is appointed groom 
of the Imperial Library. 

(2) We have received a memorial from 
the generalissimo Jung Lu, reporting the 
successful suppression of the recent in- 
surrection at Chinchou, near Shanhaikuan, 
by General Ma Yii-k‘un, at the head of a 
brigade of the Left Corps of the Grand 
Army of the North. The said General 
was also reinforced by troops sent by 
the Viceroy of Chihli and the Tartar 
General of Féngtien province, and the 
combined forces succeeded in a short 
time in crushing the insurgents and cap- 
one Tien Ta- 
ch‘eng who was summarily decapitated by 
order of the said Jung Lu. We are 
pleased at the promptitude not only of 
General Ma Yii-k’un in quelling the in- 
surrection but also of the Generalissimo 
Jung Lu in sending the former to the 
scene of disturbances as soon as an appeal 
was made to him by the said Viceroy and 
Tartar General for assistance. We hereby 
command the said Generalissimo and 
General to make out a list of the most 
deserving of the officers who took part in 
the operations for recommendation to the 
Throne, and further command that strict 
search be made for the second rebel chief, 
Ku Té-tze, who has so far escaped capture, 
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so that he may have on breathing time 
given him to re-collect his scattered forces 
after their recent defeat. — 

(3) Chih Jui is appointed Imperial 
Agent at Urga vice Wo Héng-ngeh retired, 
and his post of Assistant Military Governor 
of Uliasutai is hereby given to K‘uei 
Huan. — 

4th October. 

(1) Ch‘én Tien is appointed Censor of 
the Shensi Provincial Circuit. 

(2) Yang Fu-chen is appointed Censor 
and Keeper of the Great Seal of the Board 
of War, and Té Usii (Manchu) a first-class 
Secretary of the same Board. 


Sth October. 
No papers of interest. 


6th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Inperial Prefecture of Shuntien- 
fu has not been visited with  sutticient 
rain since the latter part of spring, and in 
consequence we have repeatedly erected 
lofty altars to Heaven to supplicate for rain 
for the par: hed earth which threatens dire 
distress and famine to our poor subjects 
unless the earnestly desiréd moisture comes. 
In spite of all these efforts at pacifying the 
wrath of High Heaven, our prayers have 
not been granted and we are still in the 
midst of drought. In view of this we are 
made to feel that perhaps we ourselves may 
have been guilty of some grievous sin which 
demands further sacrifices, self-denial, and 
inward cleausing before High Heaven can 
be mollified into forgiveness and grant 
us our wishes. Burt it is not.ourselves alone 
who must undergo this self-abasement to- 
wards Heaven ; youalso, Princes, Ministers 
and Ofticers of the Imperial Court, must 
also supplement the efforts of the Throne 
by strict loyalty and sincerity of conduct. 
From the hizhest to the lowest and hum- 
blest we must all abase ourselves and so 
conduct ourselves as to gain the favour of 
High Heaven. 

(2) With reference to the continued 
drought in the Imperial Prefecture, we the 
other day commanded Prince Ching, 
Prince Kung, and others to reverentially 
superiuntend on our behalf the sacriticial 
ceremonies held in the various Imperial 
temples for the supplication for rain, but to 
the present day our prayers have not yet 
been answered although longingly hoped 
for. Tt is our command therefore that 
further supplications be held on the 8th 
instant at the said Imperial temples under 
the superintendence of Prince Tuan, 2nd 


Order, Prince Tsai Ying, 3rd Order, 
Prince Tsai Lien, 3rd Order, Prince 
Tsai Yiin, 3rd Order, and Prince P’u Lun, 
4th Order ; and itis our command that 
perfect reverence and earnestness be 
observed at the said ceremonies on that 
day, 
7th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Appointing a large number of civil 
officials to substantive posts in the Metro- 
politan and Provincial Administrations. 

(2) Decree appointing dates for receiving 
at Audience in the Grand Council Cham- 
ber a number of prefects and district 
magistrates from the provinces. 


8th October. 
No papers of interest. 


9th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) In spite of repeated supplications 
and sacrifices for rain, High Heaven still 
remains sternly obdurate and our prayers 
have not yet been answered. Now it is 
our opinion that to deserve the favour of 
Heaven the first thing should be to 
Show due care and sympathy for our 
subjects. Do we, therefore, owe this 
token gf !leaven’s displeasure to the fact 
that the prisons of the Imperial city are 
fille 1 with litigants whose cases have not 
been settled; and is this drought a re- 
minder to the Throne of such a state of 
affairs? If, therefore, it is true that officials 
placed over the people are careless of the 
welfare of those under them so that the 
masses find their daily fight for existence 
growing harder and harder, how then can 
we expect the favour of Heaven? We, 
therefore, hereby command the Board of 
Punishments, the Commandant of the 
Gendarmerie, the Governor of Peking, the 
Censors of the Five Cities of the Capital, 
and the Viceroy of Chihli to set to work 
at once and see to the settlement at once 
of all cases pending in the various courts 
in their jurisdictions. Cases that can easily 
be settled must be done so on the spot, and 
those that are complicated and cannot be 
summarily dealt with should be so managed 
that the litigants cencerned be ordered to 
procure guarantees for their future good 
behaviour and readiness to attend Court 
whenever called upon to do so, and liberty 
be given them to leave prison. As for those 
undergoing their sentences, let word be sent 
to the gaol officials to be careful to make 
constant examinations into the state of 
their prisoners and summarily punish all 
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gaolers found guilty of cruelty and ill- 
treating said prisoners. Should the weather 
be severe let the magistrates in charge 
furnish warm clothing to their prisoners, 
and we hereby also command that a careful 
watch be kept over the country to see what 
people are suffering under the drought and 
what their prospects will be with the 
coming of spring weather, so that due mea- 
sures may be taken in time to give succour 
wherever needed. Officials found guilty of 
keeping secret distress in their jurisdictions 
are to be severely denounced and punished 
according to the laws. These and other 
remedial measures to be put into operation 
in the near future we trust will so far pro- 
piate High Heaven as to permit the gods 
to grant our prayers for the welfare of our 
people. 

(2) We are deeply grieved to receive 
news of the desth of Li Han-chang, ex- 
Viceroy of the Two Kuang provinces, after 
long and faithful services to the dynasty, 
during which he repeatedly showed that 
his energy and ability were of a very high 
order. He entered the service during the 
Taipaing Rebellion in the fifties, when as 
a district magistrate he joined the staff of 
the late Marquis Tséng Kuo-fan as Chief 
of the Army Commissariat Department. 
He soon obtained the confidence. of his 
superior officers and obtained rapid pro- 
motion up to the rank of a Taotai. From 
a Taotaiship he was promoted Provincial 
Judge, and then Provincial Treasurer, and 
after a few years was appointed Viceroy of 
Hunan and Hupeh, from which he was 
subsequently transferred to the Director- 
Generalship of the Grand Canal. After a 
teniporary retirement in the eighties, the 
deceased was next appointed Viceroy of the 
Two Kuang provinces, a post he occupied 
only a few years when he was compelled 
through chronic illness to resign and re- 
turn to his native city of Héfei, Anhui, 
to recruit his health. We are grieved to 
learn that this distinguished officer has 
succumbed ai last to his maladies, and com- 
mand that he be given the posthumons 
title of Chi‘ing Ch“d (Energetie and 
Earnest) in recognition of his faithful ser- 
vices, that all.black marks against his name 
on the official records shall be erased, and 
that a grant for funeral expenses adequate 
to a person of his rank be given to his 
family. With reference to the two surviv- 
ing sons of the deceased, namely, the 
Hanlin Expositor, Li Chin-yii, and the 
Kiangsu Expectant Taotai, Li Chin-ts’u, 
as soon as they shall have completed their 
three years’ period of mourning it is our 
desire that they be forthwith advanced a 


substantive step in office, as a mark of our 
high appreciation of their deceased parent. 
(3) Various charges of misdemeanour 
having been substantiated against Pao 
Ch’ang, Imperial Resident at K’obdo, 
Mongolia, he is hereby commanded to 
resign his post pending-trial of his case. 


10th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Ch‘ung Hsiin is grarited the brevet 
rank of an Assistant Military Governor, 
and is hereby appointed Imperial Resident 
at K‘obdo, Mongolia, vice Pao ch‘ang on 
trial for misdemeanours. 

(2) In consideration of the extreme 
rigour of this winter, and filled with pity 
for our poor subjects who have to under 
these trials, I, the Empress Dowager 
Tze-hsi-tuan-yu, etc., hereby command 
that the sum of Tls. 10,000 be issued from 
the Treasury of the Imperial Household 
Department and given to the Governor of 
Peking, and the Censors of the Five Cities 
of the capital to make warm cotton-wadded 
clothing for distribution amongst the poor. 


llth October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ting Lih-ying, Deputy Governor of 
Peking, is hereby granted his prayer to 
be relieved of his post owing to prolonged 
illness. 

(2) Ch‘ung Hsun, who was yesterday 
appointed Imperial Resident at K-obdo, 
Mongolia, is hereby commanded to remain 
in Peking and await some other post. 
Jui Hsing is hereby granted the brevet 
rank of an Assistant Military Governor 
and is commanded to go to K‘obdo in 
place of the said Ch‘ung Hsiin. 


12th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Ch‘eng Ch‘uan is appointed Commis- 
sioner of the Imperial Silk-looms at Hang- 
chow for another term. 

(2) Ever since this country was opened 
to International Commerce} our subjects 
living along the Maritime Coast have also 
gone abroad to do business, and these 
men have repeatedly proved to us that, 
although trading abroad, they still cling 
to their ancestral land and love their coun- 
try. This is indeed greatly to be com- 
mended, and we must seek a way to show 
appreciation of their loyalty and patriotism. 
A short time ago we commanded the 
Viceroys and Governors of provinces to 
protect all Chinese returning to their 


‘homes from foreign countries, and to pre- 


vent likin collectors, dishonest gentry, and 
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ruffians from browbeating and oppressing 
them on the ground that they are strangers 
and unknown. We now further command 
our Ministers in foreign countries to give 
every protection, kindness, and care to Chi- 
nese living or trading in the countries to 
which said Ministers are accredited, in 
order to show that we duly appreciate the 
loyalty of our subjects abroad. 


13th October. 
No papers of interest. 


14th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) When the Emperor commands one 
of the Six Boards to deliberate upon some 
important question for report to the Throne, 
there is a standing rule that such reports 
must be made within a certain limit of 
time, in order that there should be no un- 
necessary loss of time in deciding upon 
important questions of State. Of late, 
however, it seems that this rule has been 
repeatedly and constantly transgressed by 
the various Boards and other Depart- 
ments of State, with the result that 
matters which are of vital importance to 
the welfare of the people, are frequently 
delayed an unconscionable time to their 
great detriment. We will not, at present, 
punish this transgression of an important 
rule instituted by our Imperial ancestors, 
but will give warning hereby that, if it is 
again broken, and any Board fail to report 
upon a question when required to do so 
within a certain limit of time, the members 
of that Board or Department responsible 
therein will be forthwith punished in 
proportion to the responsibility of each. 

(2) Tung Lii-kao is appointed Brigadier- 
General «f the Chénting Circuit of Chihli 
province, and Wu Yii-shu is appointed 
Brigadier-General] of the Chényuan Circuit 
of Kueichou province ; the two Generals 
changing posts. 

15th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Yen Chin-ts‘ing, an expectant Taotai 
of Chinese Turkestan (New Dominion), 
who had an audience this morning, is 
hereby commanded to have his name 
recorded in the Grand Council books for 
immediate substantive appointment in said 
Dominion. 

(2) Same decree with reference to Wang 
Li, an expectant Taotai of Kiangsu. 

(3) We have received a memorial from 
the Censor Liu Chia-mu complaining that 
the local authorities of Honan province, 
under the pretence of easier transportation, 


have recently caused farmers and. land- 
holders to pay their Tribute Rice quota in 
money instead of in kind to Peking, and 
in this way force farmers, ctc., to pay 
silver at the rate of 3,000 copper cash to 
the tacl. Such exorbitant and oppressive 
rates are indeed to be denounced and we 
hereby command Yii Ch‘any, Governor of 
said province, to make strict investigation 
into this serious charge and to issue a 
proclamation fixing the proper market 
rate for silver and copper cash, denouncing 
all who, under some pretext or other, try 
to oppress the people by usurious methods. 


16th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Lu Hung-ta is appointed Brigadier- 
General of the Yochou Circuit of Hunan 
province. 

(2) The Police Censor Shuang Shou 
(Manchu) reports that, on the night of 
the 12th instant, an armed band of some 
sixty robbers had the audacity to enter 
the North City, under his jurisdiction, for 
the purpose of robbing the Tung Hohé 
Bank. The robbers, it appeared, carried 
away a considerable sum of money, valu- 
ables and expensive fur clothing, but before 
they had got off entirely the memorialist 
at the head of his gendarmes cut off their 
retreat, when a fight occurred. Many of 
the gendarmes were wounded, but they 
succeeded in capturing four of the band. 
Such armed robberies and within the very 
shadow of the Throne are audacious and 
reckless in the extreme, and the severest 
punishment should be given to these 
daring brigands, as a warning to other 
desperadoes. We hereby command that 
the four prisoners be handed over for trial 
and punishment to the Board of Punish- 
ments and that strict search be made for 
the rest of the band. Let no one escape 
the meshes of the law. 


17th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have read a memorial by the 
Censor Chang Hsiin-h6é denouncing the un- 
derlings of the Chefoo Taotai for oppressing 
poor labourers from the prefectures of 
Téngchou and Laichou, Shantung province, 
who go abroad to earn a living. He 
accuses the Chefoo Customs Taotai’s people 
of charging excessive fees to those who 
have to apply to the Customs for passports 
when they leave China to work abroad (the 
Siberian Railway is apparently meant— 
Translator), for poverty-stricken men like 
these can hardly afford to pay the exactions 
illegally demanded of them. We recently 





specially commanded our Viceroys and 
Governors to take special care of emigrants 
and people returning from abroad and are 
surprised that such a thing should be per- 
mitted to go on so near the Capital. We 
hereby command Yii Lu, Viceroy of Chihli, 
and Yii Hsien, Governor of Shantung, to 
investigate the matter and instruct the 
Chefoo Taotai to make proper regulations 
and charges for the issue of passports, to 
Chinese going abroad, so that the burden 
of taxation be not too harsh nor oppressive 
upon these poor people. Officials and un- 
derlings at the Customs and barriers found 
guilty of oppressing the poor emigrants are 
to be severely punished whenever complaint 
is made of them. 

(2) Jao Té-hsien is appointed Brigadier- 
General of the P‘uerh Circuit of Yunnan 
province. 

18th October. 
IMERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The other day the Censor Huang 
Kuei-yiin accused Jung Ho, Commander 
of the Jen Brigade, and Shou Ch ‘ang, Com- 
mander of the Yii Brigade (6th Manchus) 
of Fengtien province (Lower Manchuria), 
of various most grave and serious mis- 
demeanours. We therefore first ordered 
the Tartar General Tséne Ch’i of Moukden 
to investigate, and subsequently specially 
deputed Li Ping-héng to proceed quietly 
to Moukden for the same purpose. We 
have now the reports of both before us, in 
which it is declared thas the charges of 
avarice, lack of discipline and utter dis- 
organisation of some of the regiments in 
the said Brigades are perfectly true and 
that there are proofs to substantiate the 
charges. Such conduct of two high 
officers like the accused is most dis- 
reputable and greatly to be reprehended 
and a signal example must be made 
of them as a warning to others. We here- 
by command that Jung Ho be cashiered, 
arrested and sent under escort tothe Board 
of Punishments for trial] and punishment, 
and that Shon Ch‘ang be cashiered and 
banished to the Amur frontier to work on 
the military post roads as punishment. 
As for Lei Chun-héng, the Chief of the 
Military Secretariat of the said two 
Brigades, who in order to hide his own 
faults dared to suppress two special pro- 
clamations to the troops issued by the Tar- 
tar General and the Civil Governor of 
Moukden; thus defying the constituted 
authorities, we hereby command that he 
be taken out and forthwith summarily 
decapitated in punishment for such a daring 
breach of military discipline. 
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(2) Hsi Chen, Tartar General of Ning- 
sia, Kansu province, is hereby appvinted to 
take over command of the Jen Brigade of 
Féngtien province vice Jung Ho, cashiered 
and imprisoned in the Board of Punishments, 
and Chin Ch‘ang is appointed Commander 
vf the Yt Brigade voice Shou Ch‘ang 
cashieied and banished to the Amur fron- 
tier. They are commanded to take careful 
pains in restoring the disorganisation and 
lack of discipline into which the said 
Brigades have rvcently fallen and are 
hereby also wa ned not to fullow in the foot- 
steps of their predecessors under pain of 
still severer punishment. 


19th October. 
IMPERIAL DECRED. 


Formerly some one memorialised us 
suggesting that as the Government was in 
such need of funds for the enrolment of 
additional troops a tax should be collected 
from landlords and householders in the 
South-eastern provinces, charging a certain 
percentage on their annual rents. As we 
were indeed greatly in need of funds we 
commanded the Viceroys and Governors 
of the Liangkiang, Hukuang, Min-Ché 
and Two Kuang provinces to investigate 
the matter and if it were feasible to put the 
tax into operation. Weare, however, now 
afraid that dishonest officials have sought 
the occasion to further increase the burdens 
of our people and as we are severely 
against all such attempts at oppression we 
hereby command that the above-named 
tax be abolished from this date. 


20th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES., 


(1) Yui Héng (Manchu) is appointed 
Civil Governor of Moukden, province of 
Féngtien. 

(2) Ch‘én Sui-tze is appointed Provincial 
Judge of Kueichou vice Yii Héng (Manchu), 
promoted as above. 


21st October. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Jung Ch‘uan (Manchu) is appointed 
Taotai of the Yungting Intendancy of 
Chihli (T‘ungchou Taotaiship). 

(2) Ch‘en Yi-lin is appointed Taotai of 
the Hsing-Ch‘uan-Yung Intendancy of 
Fukien (Amoy Taotaiship). 


22nd October. 
No papers of interest. 
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23rd October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Tuan Fang (Manchu), Provincial 
Judve of Shensi, is promoted Treasurer of 
the same province, and his old post of 
Judge is hereby given to Ma Siang-ju. 

(2) Hu Chin-chang is appointed Taotai of 
the Yiéi-Sui Intendancy of Shensi province 
wice Ma Siang-ju, promoted as above. 


24th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
Prince Tsai Ying, drd Order, is ap- 
pointed Commandant of the Imperial 
Guards. 


25th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


-. (1) Shen Ch’uan-yiis appointed prefect 
of Canton, province ‘of Kuangtung. 

(2) The Censor Yii Ch’ éng-k6 denounces 
the Board of Punishments ‘with reference 
to a case which was. tried there recently. 
He states that, in the case of a mounted 
Courier, belonging to the Imperial Courier 
Post Service, who was charged with burn- 
ing and destroying certain dispatches from 
the Governor of Kiangsu to Peking, which 
had been confided to his care for. delivery 
from the Shantung.border to the Capital, 
the said Courier had really acted in collu- 
‘sion with the district magistrate, Wang 
Ju-lien, who bribed him to burn said dis- 
patches knowing somehow, beforehand, 
that these dispatches. contained a recom- 
mendation from the Kiangsu Governor for 
his removal, from office. The magistrate 
desired to remain longer in his post. and 
so managed to get the dispatches destroyed 
through the agency, of, the said Courier. 
The Board of Punishments in’ sentencing 
the two accused merely recommended that 
the magistrate should be handed over to 
the Board of Civil Appointments for a 
penalty, while the Courier was sentenced 
to banishment and to work on the military 
post roads as a. convict—a, most inadequate 
-sentence,. under the cixcumstances. |.We 
-hereby call. een: the, paid. ‘Board, ‘tO. eX- 
piste re ae ee | 

\ 26th ociued eee 

IMPERIAL DECREE." * a 


Ho Ch‘eng:-k ‘ang’ is appointed Brigadier- 
General one the -Hochou: Creuly of Shensi 
aeons ael a, Ne 1 a ee 
euaaet “Be orth: October... waft io 


pcb er: “TMPERIAL DEGRER. i fe = 


_.,. With reference to.the charge. against: ae 
| Board of Punishments, by, the. Censor Yi [ 


Ch’é ong “Ké, the,  TePIy of, the, ‘said, Board | | 
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is now before us in which it is denied 
that collusion existed between the said 
magistrate, Wang Ju-lien, and the courier. 
‘‘The courier’s sentence of banishment 
was really heavier in proportion than 
usual, in order to act as a warning to other 
couriers, while the tribunal which examined 
the said magistrate’s case came to its 
decision according to the proofs that had 
been placed before it; and further the 
memorialists could not. give ear to mere 
hearsay in the face of what written proofs 
they held,” etc. We hereby command 
that, since such a serious charge has been 
now made with reference to this case, the 
Board of Punishment must re-try it to see 
whether collusion and bribery have actually 
occurred, in order that due punishment 
may be ineted out according to law. 


28th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 


_ The Assistant Grand Secretary Sun Chia- 
nai has again presented a memorial asking 
leave to resign his posts owing to protract- 
ed illness. "We. hereby gvant him another 
leave of two months to recover his health 
there lheing no necessity of his resigning 
altogether just now. 


29th October. 
No papers of interest 
30th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES 

(1) Ma Yii-k‘un, -Vice-Commander of 
the Wuyi Corps of the Grand Army of the 
North, is hereby appointed Provincial 
Commander-i -in-chief of Chékiang vice Ch‘én, 
deceased. : 

(2) Chang Kuo-lin is appointed ‘Bri- 
gadier- General : of the Taiyuen Circuit of 
Shansi province vice Ma. Yi-k‘un Pee 
‘ted as above. :, 

31st October. : 
| _ IMPERIAL DECREE. _ 
* Pfu Ku (imperial.Clansman) is appoint- 
ed Senior Vice-Commissioner of Octroi at 
the Chungwén-gate of Peking, and Senior 
Wing Conmandant of the Peking Gendar- 
merie and Hai! Lang-4 (Mongol) is appoint- 
-ed: Junior Vice-Commissioner of Octroi and 
1 Junior ‘Wing’ Commandant of the Peking 
-Gendatmerie: : eel 7 
1st: November. 
' IMPERIAL DECREES. 


Qe Hsiang Wan-yung is appointed pre- 
* foc of Chinkidng,’ province of Kiatigsu. 

a 2) ‘The’ Tinperial Clan Court reports that 
‘fhe’ Records and’ ‘Historic genealogies of 
“the | emia Clin’ and other: Princely 
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Houses of the dynasty have now, after 
much arduons work, been completed and 
made up in book form. As it is necessary 
to give some mark of our approval we here- 
by command that the Prince of Li, Pre- 
sident of the Imperial Clan Court, be 
handed over to the said Court for the de- 
termination of extraordinary rewards and 
that the Vice-President of the Board con- 
cerned in the work, namely Prince Ching, 
Chin Ch'i, Prince of Ke‘hchin, Prince 
Tuan, and Prince of Jui be also handed 
to the said Court for adequate rewards. 
As for the subordinate members of the 
Board of Compilers we hereby command 
that a list of them be made out which 


shall be handed to the Board of Civil . 


Appointments for the same purpose. 


2nd November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Huang Jiuai-sen, Governor of Kuangsi, 
reports that he has on his list two district 
magistrates who owe the provincial 
treasury large sums in taxes, which they 
failed to hand over to their successors 
when retiring from office, namely, Tséng 
Chi-kuang, district magistrate of Huaitsi- 
hsien, and P‘an Tien-chih, district magis- 
trate of Yunganhsien, both in Kuangsi 
province. Furthermore, the two magis- 
trates not only failed to make good their 
deficits upon arrival at Kueilin, the 
provincial capital of Kuangsi, but had the 
audacity to return to their native provinces, 
namely, Kuangtung and Hunan, without 
giving due notice to the memorialist or 
providing for the liquidation of their 
debts. This audacity must not be allowed 
to pass without severe punishment, and we 
hereby command K‘uei Chuu, Governor of 
Kuangtung, and Hsi Liang, Acting Gover- 
nor of Hunan, to at once arrest the delin- 
quents, confiscate what property stands 
in their names in their native cities, and 
then send them back under escort to 
Kuangsi for punishment. 


3rd November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 
(1) Téng Hua-hsi, Governor of Anhui, is 
hereby transferred to the Governorship of 
Shansi, and Wang Chih-ch‘un, Governor 


of the last-named province, is transferred ° 


to Anhui, the said two Governors exchang- 
ing posts. 

(2) With reference to a memorial of the 
Censor Yii Ch‘éng-k6, who denounced the 
other day Ch‘én Cheng, prefect of Ch‘ang- 
tufu, Féngtien province, for various mis- 
demeanours, we commanded Li Ping-héng 
to investigate the charges and report truth- 


fully to us the result. The report of the 


said Li Ping-héng is now before us, in which 
he states that he found that the accused 
prefect had a very bad reputation amongst 
the people in his jurisdiction, that he had 
been proved of giving bribes to gain the 
goodwill of his superiors, of receiving bribes 
from litigants and of encouraging bandits 
to pillage the inhabitants owing to his 
effete police organisation. We hereby 
command that the accused prefect be forth- 
with cashiered and dismissed for ever from 
the public service. 


4th Noveinber. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Shih Shu (Manchu) is appointed sub- 
Chancellor of tll Grand Secretariat, with 
the brevet rank of a Vice-President of the 
Board of Rites. 


dth Noveinber. 
No papers of interest. 
6th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


With reference to the memorial of Tséng 
Ch’i, Tartar General of Fénetien province, 
reporting that the Hall of Inscriptions in 
the Imperial ancestral Fulin mausoleum 
in Moukden requires repairing, and asking 
that the Board of Astronomy be command- 
ed to select some auspicious date for the 
beginning of said repairs, the said Board 
now states that any date in the 10th month 
can be selected as auspicious for the 
above functions, in which ease the said 
Tartar General has our permission to com- 
mence work at any time within the said 
10th moon without further reference to us. 

Note:—This is intended as a delicate 
flattery on the part of the Board of Astrono- 
my to the Empress Dowager, whose birth- 
day anniversary is on the 10th day of the 
10th month. In other words, a month 
that is lucky enough to possess such an 
auspicious event as the birthday anniver- 
sary of a luminary like the present Ruler 
of China is lucky for any function, regard- 
less of specified date, so long as it is 
inaugurated inside of that special month. 
—Translator. 


7th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Yii Shu, Manchu Brigadier-General 
of the Hangchow Garrison, is hereby, com- 
manded to resign, and his post is given to 
Té Chi. 

(2) Some one has denounced the prefect, 
Hsii Pao-shu, head of the Shéngké Bureau 
of Shanghai and Paoshan districts in 
Kiangsu. province. It is stated that when 
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the said Hsii Pao-shu took charge of the 
said Bureau he adopted the foreign method 
of surveying land, in consequence of which 
there was a great discrepancy between the 
superficial area of land as surveyed years 
ago by the local authorities according to 
the native methods. All superfluous land 
shown by the foreign method of surveying 
was accordingly seized upon by the said pre- 
fect as accretion, or returned to the land 
holders upon their paying the market value 
of the so-called accretion which, it is 
stated, generally amounted to from fifty to 
sixty times the original value. By these 
methods the said prefect is charged with 
having obtainel! over Tls. 500,000 from 
Shanghai district alone, without counting 
the amount he obtained from Paoshan dis- 
trict. We hereby command Liu K‘un-yi, 
Viceroy of the Liangkiang provinces, and 
Nieh Chih-kuei, Provincial Treasurer at 
Soochow, to investigate into these charges, 
and truthfully report the result to us. 


Sth November. | 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The 10th day of this month (12th 
November) being the anniversary of my 
birthday, I, the Empress Dowager, hereby 
command that there shall be no Court held 
on the llth, 12th and 13th days of the 
month in celebration thereof. 

(2) The expectant General, Mei Tung- 
yih, who had an audience this morning, is 
hereby commanded to return to Chihhi, 
when he is to report for duty to Viceroy 
Yii Lu at Tientsin. His name is also to 
be recorded in the Grand Council for im- 
mediate substantive promotion. 


9th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We hear that, of late, our subjects have 
been in great distress, having no means of 
support. Now, some time ago, we com- 
manded our Viceroys and Governors of 
provinces to carefully examine what uncul- 
tivated and ownerless land they have under 
their several jurisdictiuns, in order that 
special orders might be given to throw open 
these uncultivated and ownerless lands 
to the people to till for their own benefit. 
We regret that up to the present nota 
single report anent this matter has been 
sent in to us, although we have good 
reason to believe that there is considerable 
land throughout the Empire that only 
requires cultivation to produce great re- 
venues to the state as well as solid benefit 
to the people. We hereby issue this 
second command to our Viceroys and 
Governors, who are urgently required to 


ses to work at once and report to us the 
amount of land they have of this sort, while 
on the other hand they may issue pro- 
clamations to the people inviting them to 
apply for such lands, granting them plenty 
of time to pay taxes thereon. ‘There need 
be no stringent regulations enforced as to 
taxes in regard to this reclaimed land 
until it prove remunerative and equal to 
the fields under regular cultivation. This 
will give uur people occupation, we trust, 
until other means be found of assisting 
them to a livelihood. 


10th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the celebration of 
the Empress Dowagey’s birthday anniver- 
sary, beginning to-morrow, we hereby 
command that General Nieh Shih-ch‘éng 
be granted the extra privilege of riding on 
horseback within the precincts of the 
Forbidden City. 

(2) The following Ministers are hereby 
also granted the extra privilege of riding 
on horseback within the precincts of the 
Forbidden City, namely, Chao Shu-ch‘iao, 
Fiesident of the Board of Punishments ; 
Li Shan, Senior Vice-President of the 
Board of Revenue, and Wu Ting-fén, 
acting Junior Vice-President of the Board 
of Rites. 


11th to 15th November. 


No papers or decrees owing to the cele- 
bration of the Empress Dowager’s birthday 
anniversary, which, ofticially speaking, is 
three days before and three days after the 
day itself, or seven days in all, namely, 
from the 9th to the 15th of November in- 
clusive. 


16th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Sé Ling-a (Manchu), member of the 
Board of Comptrollers-General of the 
Imperial Household Department, reports 
that the Suich’eng and Wéntsin Throne 
Halls in the Palace are in need of 
urgent repairs, and prays that an aus- 
picious date be named for the commence- 
ment of said repairs. We hereby com- 
mand the Board of Astronomy to select a 
day in the 11th month (December) for the 
function and the Board of Revenue is also 
commanded to have ready the funds 
already ordered for the same on the day 
selected. 

17th November. 


IMPERIAL DECREE, 


Decree ordering that fifteen sticks of 
Tibetan incense be sent to Sung Ch‘un, 


Director-General of the Grand Canal, to 
be, burnt before the: ‘altat’ dedicated to the 
Dragon Guardian ‘of the Canal,: “as a token 
“of the Empress Dowagei’s cratitude to his 
godship for -kéeping the waters of the 
Canal quiet and p. aceful. 


18th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Two decrces commanding that. one 
month’s extra ration and pay be granted 
to Munchu Banner soldiers and members 
of the Imperial: Clan and collateral 
branches owing io the extreme rigour 
of the climate and as a mark of the Em- 
press Dowager’ s sympathy with them in 
their plight. 

(3) Ch‘ung Hsiin (Manchu) is appointed 


‘Senior Vice-President of the Board of . 


‘Punish ments. 
19th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. . 

(1) Appointing a large number of Civil 
officials to the Metropolitan and. Provincial 
“Administrations. ner. 

(2) Su Lo-tai (Manchu) - is appointed 
Lieutenant-General ae the Mongol Red 
Banner Corps. 

(3) Decree in answer r to Yii Lu, ‘Viceroy 
of Chihli, reporting that:the Yellow. River, 
-which flows past the district of Tungming, 
Chihli, has kept peaceful during. the sum- 
mer and autumn, and .attributing this to 
the pow erful protection of the Dragon 
King in that portion of the province. Ten 
‘sticks of ‘Tibetan incense are, therefore, 
ordered to be sent to the Viceroy, who is 
‘commanded to hand the same over to 
P‘éng Hung-sha, Taotai of the Ta-Shun- 
‘Kuang Intendancy of Chihli, to reveren- 
tially burn before the altars of the Talien- 
chuang and. Huangchiachuang temples, 
dedicated to the said. Dragon King, as a 
token of the gratitude of the Throne for 
his godship’s’ protection of. the interests 
and welfare of the inhabitants living in the 
Vicinity of that river. 


20th November. 
IMPERIAL -DECREES. 


(QQ) Wu Ch‘ung-hsi, Tribute Grain Tao- 
~tai‘of Miangsu and Anhui provinces, who 
was received i in audience this morning, is 
ordered to have his name recorded in the 
Grand Council books for future promotion. 

Note. —This Taotai has been ap- 
pointed’ acting Provincial Treasurer at 
Soochow, vice Lu Yuan-ting, promoted 
acting Governor of Kiangsu: —Translator. 


(2) “Siang: Lin. (Manchu), ‘a member of. 


ve Board J Pe ees? of the 


ie 
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Imperial Household Department, and Bri- 
gadier-General of the T‘aining Circuit of 
the Great Wall, petitions to be allowed to 
resign his post owing to prolonged illness. 
The prayer is granted, and Siang Lin is 
hereby permitted to return to his Banner 
Reservation to recrit his health. 

(3) Appointing nearly one hundred 
officials to substantive posts in the Metro- 
politan and Provincial Administrations. 


2Ist November. 

IMPERIAL DECREES. 
(1) Chun Liang (Manchu) is appointed a 
member of the Board of Comptrollers- 
General of, the Imperial Household Depart- 
ment and Brigadier General of the ‘I‘ainiug 
Circuit of the Great Wall, vice Siang Lin 


resigned. 
(2) The Censor Péng Shé (Manchu) 


states that, owing to the many bogus 


military ofticers now existing, he suggests 
that whenever any Viceroy, Governor or 
Provincial Commander-in-Chief recome 
mends candidates for promotion, the Board 
of War shall hereafter investig te the 
commissions and ‘documents held by 
each candidate to find out whether their 


‘papers really refer to the persons re- 
‘commended, or not. This the memorialist 
‘thinks will give the promotions to the men 
really deserving such. 


We hereby :om- 
mand the Board of War to report thereon. 


22nd November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE 
We have received a eaeeieiat from the 


Censor Wan Pén-téng complaining that 


there is constant breaking of the regula- 
tions and cheating at the biennial examina- 
tions in Kiangsi for the degree of M. A., 

and praying that instructions may be given 
the Governor and Literary Chancellor of 


. paid province to exercise strict supervision 
_ at the coming examinations next year. He 


further complains that men go into the ex- 


- amination halls in the provincial capital of 
. Nanch‘ang, 
-didates, to writd. out: their essays. and 
-poemsfor them while other’. candidates 
-have been known, to, go..to. examiners 
before the examinations. -and acknow- 


personifying the. real . can- 


ledge the latter as their. Patrons, so,.as 


. to obtain their aid in passing essays and 
' procuring degrees for ‘their. protégés, etc. 
. This ‘is really scandalous,,.and; we, hereby 


earnestly command , Sung, Shou. (Manchu), 


“Governor of Kiangsi, to ‘provide strict-rules 


at. these examinations so as. to prevent 


_ further ponds aad cheating by unscrupulous 
“candid ated ae ee ee ae ee 


, Bgl 
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23rd November. 
No papers of interest 


24th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


° . 

(1) Li Hung-chang is hereby appointed 
High Commissioner of Trade and he is to 
proceed to the various Treaty ports to 
examine into the conditions, etc., of in- 
ternational commerce. 

Note:—The true object of Li Hung- 
chang’s appointment was to find out the 
strength of the Reform Party in the 
maritime provinces and the Yangtze 
Valley, and, if possible, by the influence 
of his great name to suppress the Reform 
Movement as well as to cause the arrest of 
the leaders such as Kang Yii-wei, Liang 
Ch‘i-chao, Wén Ting-shih and others— 
Translator. 

(2) The Taot»ai Wei Chin-tung, who was 
received in audience this morning, 1s con- 
manded to proceed to Shensi aud report 
to Governor Wei Kuang-tao for duty. 

(3) Yii Lu, Viceroy of Chihli, denounces 
Shih Kéng-séng, 1:dependent sub-prefect 
of Ch‘ichou, Chihli, on the ground that 
the country under the jurisdiction of 
accused is a nest of robbers, due to his 
constant failure to suppress the brigands 
and to report their existence to : is superior 
otticers in order to escape censure or fine 
for allowing robbers to exist within his 
jurisdiction, Recently there were several 
robberics in succession, which the accused 
had the audacity to report to his superior 
officers as one r-bbery. This cannot be 
allowed to pass unnoticed, and we hereby 
command thst the said sub-prefect be 
forthwith cashicred and dismissed for ever 
from the public service. 


25th November. 
No papers of interest. 
26th November, 
IMPERJAL DECREES, 


(1) T‘an Pei is appointed Groom of the 
Imperial Libra: y. 

(2) The Grand Secretary K‘un Kang 
(Manchu), President of the Board of Com- 
pilers of the Collected Institutes uf the 
Dynasty, reports that he and his s aff, 
knowing the tight condition of the Imperial 
Treasury, last yenr agreed to econumise 
expinses, ete., with the result that 
towards the end of the present year 
the said Board and staff have succeeded in 
saving Tls. 60,000 of the publie funds in 
relation to the work. It is now asked that 
the Government receive back this sum as 
a token of the patriotism and loyalty of 
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all concerned. We highly commend this 
instance of loyal devotion and command 
that the money thus saved be handed to 
the Board of Revenue. 


27th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Decree appointing Ch‘en K‘uei-lung to 
be a Reader of the Grand Secretariat ; 
Hsii Yu-séng to be Censor of the Shantung 
provincial circuit ; and Chang Wén-ts-ai to 
be an expectant prefect of Szechuan. 

28th November. 
No papers of interest. 
29th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Liu Yung-fu (former chief of the 
famous Tonvking Black-flags) is appointed 
Brigadier-General of the Nanyang Circuit 
of Honan province, vice Wu Chao-p‘ing, 
deceased. 

(2) Tsiang Shih-fén is appointed Censor 
and Keeper of the Great Seal of the Board 
of Revenue. 


30th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

We have received « memorial from Yii 
Ch‘ang (Manchu), Governor of Honan, re- 
porting the death of Wu Chao-p‘iny, Bri- 
geadier-Genera) of the Nanyang Circuit of 
Honan. The deceased oilicer joined the 
army in the early part of the late Emperor 
Tung Chih’s reign (sixties) as a military 
licenlinte, and served with distinction 
during the Nienfei Rebellion  Snbse- 
quently he accompanied the late Marquis 
‘I'so Tsung-t ‘ang to crush the Great Mahom- 
medan Rebell‘on in the North-west Pro- 
vinces of the Empire, and also assisted in 
suppressing the rebels in Chinese Turkes- 
tan. The military record of deceased is 
an exceptionally brilliant one, »nd we here- 
hy command that it be embodied in the 
dynastic history. We also command that 
memorial temples be built in his native 
city and in the provinces he served and as 
we learn with pity that the father of the 
deceased, who is over one hundred years of 
age, is in rather indigent circumstances, 
we hereby command the memoria'ist to 
draw the sum of Ts. 600 from the IJfonan 
Provincial Treasury ,and bestow the same 
upon the aged father of deceased in our 
nane. The said Governor is further com- 
manded to finl out whether deceased has 
left any son orsons, so that they may also 
be rewarded as a mark-of our esteem for 
their father. 

1st December. 


No papers of interest. 
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2nd December. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


With reference to the memorial of T‘ao 
Mu, Viceroy of the Shen-Kan provinces, 
asking permission to come to Peking for 
audience, we hereby command Wei Kuaug- 
tio, Governor of Shensi, to proceed post 
haste to Lanchou, provincial capital of 
Kansu, to relieve the said Tao Mu, as 
acting Viceroy. Furthermore T‘ao Mu 
must wait till Wei Kuang-tao arrives before 
leaving for Peking. 


3rd Deceinber. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


P‘u Hsing (Imperial Clansman) and Na 
Tung (Mongol) are appointed Sub-Chan- 
cellors of the Grand Secretariat with the 
brevet rank of Vice-Presidents of the 
Board of Rites. 


4th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We have received a memo:ial from Yii 
Lu, Viceroy of Chihli, stating that, in 
obedience to command, he sent a Taotai 
named Wu Ting-pin to make a thorough 
examination of the state of the Yungting 


River, whose ravages in past years have: 


inundated and desolated a large portion of 
the low country drained by that river. It 
is now reported that the said Taota: found 
the head and lower portions of the said 
river very shallow, caused by the present 
silting of the bed, and that, until this has 
been well dredged, it will be impossible 
to prevent further inundations in the 
future. The memorialist, therefore, sug- 
gests that a Conservation Board be estab- 
lished, the members of which shall reinain 
in the vicinity of the proposed conservation 
works, and anannualappropriati--n be given 
by the Board of Revenue to prosecute the 
said proposed works. We hereby command 
the said Viceroy to send deputies who have 
had experience in river conservation to 
superintend said works, and that the Board 
of Revenue be commanded to lay by the 
money required yearly as suggested by the 
memorialist. The main thing is to so con- 
serve the Yunyting River that we may 
no longer hear of any further inundations 
or ravages made by it. 


bth December. 


IMPERIAL DECREL. 


Appointing a large numbor of officials to 
the Provincia] Administration. 


6th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Yi Hsien (Manchu), Governor of 
Shantung, is ordered to Peking for an 
audience, and Yuan Shih-k‘ai is appointed 
acting Governor. The latter is to come to 
Peking for instructions before going to 
his new post. 

(2) Jung Lu, Generalissimo of the Grand 
Army ofthe North, reports that Sung 
Ch‘ing, Provincial Commander-in-Chief of 
Szechuan and Commander of the Left 
Corps of the said Grand rmy, prays to be 
allowed to resign his various pos.s owing 
to great ave and bodily infirmities, s ying 
th.t although repeatedly granted leave of 
absence te recruit his health he has been 
unsuccessful in doing so. As we cannot, in 
the crisis this country is at present passing 
through, lose the services of such an expe- 
rienced and famous General, we are unable 
to grant him his prayer, and hereby allow 
the said General another sick leave of two 
months. Inthe meanwhile the duties of 
Commander will be attended to by Ma 
Yi-k‘un, who must, as usual, get all his 
orders in important matters from the said 
Sung Clv ing. 

7th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Yang Hung-li is appointed Brigadier- 
General of the Taiyuan Circuit of Shansi 
province. 

(2) Decree ordering a number of Princes 
to sacrifice, on behalf of the Emperor, at 
various Imperial temples, and supplicate 
for rain owing to the dreught in Peking. 

8th December. 

No papers of interest. 


9th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


To Mu-hui (Manchu) is appointed Censor 
and Keeper of the Great Seal of the Board 
of Revenue. 


10th December. 
No papers of interest. 

11th December. 

IMPERIAL DECREE, 


Huang Tsu-lu, formerly Taotai of Shang- 
hai, is appointed Taotai of the Hsing- 
Ch'uan-Yung Intendancy of Fukien pro- 
vince—Amoy Taotaiship. 


12th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREFS. 


(1) Liao Shou-héng, President of the 
Board of Rites, is hereby ordered to resign. 
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his post as probationary member of the 
Grand Council, and his place is hereby 
given to Chao Shu-ch‘iao, President of the 
Board of Punishments. 


(2) Decree granting rewards to officials 
connected with the Tribute Rice Transport 
Department of Kiangsu and Chékiang fur 
energy and diligence in their duties during 
the past year. 


13th December. 

IMPERIAL DECREE. 
Decree cashiering and degrading a 
number of local officials of Kuangsi 


province, at the instance of Huang Huai- 
sen, Governor of same, 


14th December. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


(1) We have received the memor’al of 
Wang Yii-tsao, Governor of Kueichou, 
report ny the death of Lo MHsiao-lien, 
Provincial Commander-in-Chief of said 
province. The deceased fought with great 
eredit during the fifties against the Taiping 
rebels in Kueichou, Kiangsi, and other 
provinces, and we hereby command that 
his m‘litary record be embodied in the 
dynastic history, while memorial temples 
are also permitted to be built in the pro- 
vinces in which hehad served. The two 
sons of deceased are hereby promoted to 
be sub-prefects, in recognition of their 
deceased parent’s faithful services to the 
dynasty. 

(2) Mei Tung-yi is appointed Provincial 
Commander-in-Chief of Kucichou, vice Lo 
Hesiao-lien, deceased, and in the meantime 
the'Governor of said province is to act as 
Commander-in-chief until the said Mei 
Tung-yi arrives at his post. 


15th December. 

Kuei Pin, Prince of Jui, lst Order, is 
appointed Inspector-General of the affairs 
of the Manchu Bordered Red Banner orgs- 
nisation fur the ensuing year. 


16th December. 
No papers of interest. 


17th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Appointing a number of officials to 
the Metropolitan and Provincial Admiinis- 
trations. 

(2) Decree cashiering a number of local 
officials of Shantung at the instigation of 
Yii Hsien (Manchu), Governor of said 
province. 


18th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


We have received a memorial from Yii 
Lu, Viceroy of Chihli, reporting that Ch‘én 
Ching-tze, Provincial Judge-designate of 
Kueichou, who should have started for his 
new post some time ago, hasbeen taken 
seriously ill and now prays to be allowed 
to resign. The prayer is hereby granted. 


19th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Lin Shao-nien is appointed Provin- 
cial Judge of Kueichou vice Ch‘én Ching- 
tze, resigned.. 

(2) Ko Féng-shih is appointed Taotai of 
the Yen-nan Intendancy of Yunnan pro- 
vince vice Lin Shao-nien promoted as above. 

(3) T‘an Chung-lin, Viceroy of the Two 
Kuang provinces, is hereby ordered to 
come to Peking for special audience, and 
Li Hung-chang is appointed acting Viceroy 
of the same. In the meanwhile Té Shou, 
(Manchu) Governor of Kuangtung, is to 
act as Viceroy ad interim until the arrival 
of the said Li Hung-chang at Canton. 


20th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Grand Seeretary K‘un Kang 
(Manchu) and Yii Té, President of the 
Censorate, are hereby ordered to proceed 
to Urga, Mongolia, on a mission of investi- 
gation, and have perm'ssion to select their 
own staff to go with them. They may also 
use the transport offered by the Imperial 
Courier Post Service. 


WHAT THE EMPEROR HAS BEEN 
FORCED TO SAY. 


(2) There is nothing so dangerous to the 
State and hurtful to humanity at large as 
ignorance of what should be and what 
should not be, coupled with a proclivity to 
interference with the usual order of things. 
Our sages and wise men have from ancient 
times to the present repeatedly endeavour- 
ed to sound this note of warning to 
succeeding generations, and have always 
exhorted their disciples to refrain from 
criticising the constituted authorities and 
creating revolutionary ideas, thereby temp- 
ting the masses to self-destruction. 

As regards ourself, weascended the Throne 
when yet an infant and our gratitude is 
due to H.I.M. the Empress Dowager for her 
tender solicitude and untiring energy in try- 
ing to inculcate the tenets of orthodoxy into 
our receptive mind. This we must acknow- 
ledge has continued for nearly thirty years. 
When we were given the prerogative of 
governing the Empire alone we were aware 





of the difficulties of statecraft accentuated 
by the crisis.our Empire was then un- 
dergoing ; hence our thoughts were filled 
night and day with the problems which 
beset us on all sides, due to our anxiety to 
benefit our people and make our Empire 
wealthy and powerful. We worked with 
the more zeal spurred on thereto for fear 
of failing in our gratitude and duty to the 
Empress Dowager for the many years 
of wearisome teachings received by us from 
her. It was, therefore, our chief anxiety to- 
gather around our Throne men of ability, 
probity, and loyalty to assist us in our Go- 
vernment and show to her Majesty that 
we desired above all things to emulate the 
heroic examples given us by our ancestors, 
and if possible inauyurate a glorious era 
eclipsing former reigns. 

In our search for able and talented men 
we depended much upon the advice and 
help of our Tutor, Wéng T‘ung-ho. This 
man one day strongly recommended to us 
Kang Yti-wet, who, he declared, possessed 
tilents a hundred times ini excess of Wéng 
T‘ung ho himself. We, therefore, trusted 
in him. What then were our thoughts and 
the extent of our indignation when it was 
subsequently proved that this same Kang 
Yii-wei was secretly seeking to create a 
revolution, was gathering around him a 
party of selfseeking and debased men and 
had very nearly engulfed us in the revolu- 
tion he intended to launch upon the Em- 
pire. He ho had almost fastened upon 
ourself the crime of unfilialness towards the 
‘Empress Dowager, ru‘ning our reputation 
and making us a figure of scorn to be 
pointed at by the fingers of future genera- 
tions! Kang Yii-wei created a faction whose 
motto was ‘* Protect and defend China ”— 
not protect and defend the Imperial (Ta 
‘l's‘ing) dynasty. His intention, moreover, 
was to inaugurate a Republic in place of 
the Empire—to have a President in place 
ofan Emperor. But the moment we got 
an inkling of these plots we hastened to 
throw ourselves upon the protection of the 
Empress Dowager and urgently besought 
her Majesty to come to our rescue and 
assume the reins of Government in our 
‘behalf. By this means only did we even- 
tually succeed in getting safety and ex- 
changing danger for peace. 

Unfortunately, in the meanwhile, Kang 
Yii-wei and his desperate associate Liang 
Ch‘i-choa (ex-Editor of Chinese Progress— 
Translator) had succeeded in avoiding their 
righteous punishment and had escaped 
beyond seas. But they have not rested 
coutent with the ruin they had created 
but secure in a foreign land are still 
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trying to raise revolution and discontent 
by their essays and treasonable publica- 
tions. When T‘an Chung-lin, Viceroy of 
the Two Kuang provinces, confiscated 
the home of Kang Yii-wei the other 
day, he got hold of a large quantity of 
correspondence and documents written by 
Kang Yii-wei and the menibers of his 
revolutionary faction. Among some of these 
captured papers the traitor T‘an Tze-t‘ung 
(son of T‘an Chi-hsiin, ex-Governor of 
Hupeh, and chief of the six Martyrs to 
Reform—Translator) was styled ‘‘Pre- 
sident” and other revolutionary terms 
which made our hair stand up on end in 
horror when reading them ! 

Now we know th.t the majority of our 
officers and people in Peking and the pro- 
vinces hate Kang Yit-wei and his desperate 
associates for their treason, but there are 
also some, say, one or two in a hundred 
or a thousand, amongst our people who 
have been stirred and influenced by the 
writings of these traitors. It is to such men 
then wno are ignorant of things that should 
be and who desire a change in the present 
order of things that we specially appeal 
in this decree, and whom we would now 
earvestly warn. Happily with such traitors 
out of the way, the rule of the Impress 
Dowager ever since the autumn of last year 
has been peaceful and all our Ministers, 
hieh and low, in the Palace and out of the 
Palace have al lived harmoniouslytogether. 
But Kang Yii-wei and his faction still con- 
tinue to write treason, trying to make 
themselves out to be Reformers as opposed 
to the Conservatives who are against them, 
not knowing that our Empire rests on a 
solid base, the sovereigns »f which, reverent- 
ially observing the rules of government 
lai:l down by our sainted ancestors, sit on 
an eternal found:tion. 

We are still earnestly secking to make 
our Empire wealthy and powerful, but 
we now depend upon the substantial and 
solid advice of her Majesty which has 
for its aim the protection of our bor- 
ders and friendly intercourse with neigh- 
bouring States. Once more we hereby ex- 
hort our officers and people of whatever 
degree to avoid being influenced by the 
treasonable writings and pern'‘cious propa- 
ganda of Kavg Yii-wei and his associates, 
and we would warn our subjects that the 
laws of the land are exceedingly severe 
upon all traitors and such as follow Kang 
Yti-wei’s doctrines of so-called Reform. 
We have been recently informed that this 
min and Liang Ch‘i-chao are still trying to 
obtain proselytes and followers and are 
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maritime provinces on their mission of 
revolution. We hereby command our 

Iceroys and Governors to keep a careful 
watch upon these men and use every means 
to capture them. They are further com- 
manded to proclaim heavy rewards to‘all, 
Irrespective of rank, who shall be able to 
captureeither oneor both of the traitors and 
to promise in our name extraordinary pro- 
motions in rank to the successful captors. 
If it be impossible to capture the traitors 
alive let them be killed and upon due 
proof being presented the rewards in store 
will be just as great as if the traito s had 
been captured alive and turned over to 
the Government. Let this decree be made 
known to all men. 


21st December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Chao Shu-chiav, President of the 
Board of Punishments, is hereby excused 
from holding the post of Inspector of the 
communal police administration of Peking. 

(2) Tuan Fang, Provincial Treasurer and 
acti :« Governor of Shensi, reports that 
Ma Siang-ju, Provincial Judg» of the same 
province, is very ill and unable to continue 
his duties. He therefore prays to be 
allowed tu resign, ‘The prayer is granted. 

(3) Decree acknowledying receipt of 
memorial of I!sit Ying-k‘uei, Viceroy of 
Min-Ché, reporting the death at Ningpo of 
Ch‘én- Chi-ts‘ing. Provincial Commander- 
in-Chicf of Chékiang, and granting the 
usual posthumous honors bestowed in 
such cases. ‘The two sons of decea-ed, one 
an expectant department magistrate of 
Kiangsu, and the other of »imilar rank in 
Chékiang, are promoted sub-prefects in 
recovnition of their parent's services to the 
dynasty. 
22nd December. 
No papers of interest. 


23rd December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) The Imperial noble Tsai Ying, Junior 
Vice-Commissioner of Octroi at the Chuny- 
wén-gate, reports that he has succeeded in 
collecting the amount of taxes required by 
law during the past twelve months of his 
Commissionership and also states that there 
is a surplus of Tls. 5d besides. Let this 
surplus be handed to the Treasurer of the 
Privy Purse. 

(2) -a the post of Taotai of the Lei- 
Kiung Intendancy of Kuangtung (Haman 
Island) is a very important one, let the 
Viceroy and Governor of said province 
select the man best fitted for that post 
anougst tlie substantive ‘Taotuis of Kuang- 









tung aud let Sing Ch‘ing (Manchu) be 
appointed to the post vacated by the 
Taotai of the said Viceroy and Governor's 
joint choice. 


24th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Another decree commanding a num- 
ber of Princes and nobles of the Imperial 
House to sacrifice at various Imperial tem- 
ples, owing to the lack of rain and snow 
since last summer until the present time. 

(2) Liu K‘un-yi, Viceroy of the iang- 
kiang provinces, is ordered to come up to 
Peking for audience, and Lu Ch‘uan-lin, 
Governor of Kiangsu, is to act as Viceroy 
ad anterim. Lu Yuan-ting, Provincial 
Treasurer at Soochow, is to be acting 
Governsr pro fem. 


25.h December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Fu Chi (Manchu) is appointed Vice- 
President of the Grand Cou t of Revision. 

(2) Pu Hsin (Manchu) is appointed 
President of the Imperial Ceremonial 
Court. 

26th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

We have received another memorial from 
the Assistant Grand Secretary Sun Chia- 
nal, President of the Board of Revenue 
Xe, &., praying for permission to resign 
owing to prolonzed illness. We hereby 
grunt lis prayer and as a mark of extra 
recognition of lis past serviess hereby 
conpunand that the full pay of a President 
of one of the Six Boards be granted hm 
for life. 

27th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Wang Wén-shao is promoted to be 
Assistant Grand Secretary and President 
of the Board of Revenue vice Sun Chia-nai 
resigned. 

(2) Chao Shu-ch‘iao, President of the 
Board of Punishments, is also appointed 
Governor of Peking vice Sun Chia-nai, re- 
signed. 

(3) Hsii Fu is appointed President of the 
Board of Civil Appointments, and Hsii 
Yung-yi is appointed Presid-nt of the 
Board of War. Hsii Hui-li is appointed 
President of the Censorate. 

28th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Wsii Chin-ch‘énz is appointed Senior 
Vice-President of the Board of Civil Ap- 
pointments and Chéu #sid-fén is appuinted 
Junior Vice-President of the same Board. 


Wu Ting-fén is appointed Junior Vice- 
President of the Board of Revenue. 

(2) Ké Lu-tai is appointed Manchu 
Brigadier-General of Ch‘ingchou, Shan- 
tung, and I-li-pu (Mongol) is appointed 
Lieutenant-General of the Mongol Red 
Banner Corps. 


29th December. 
IMPERIAL DI'CREE, 


Although Fu Ch‘i (Manchu) is appointed 
Vice-President of the Grand Court of 
Revision he is still to act as Sccretary of 
the Grand Council 
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30th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Decree commanding Yii Lu, Viceroy of 
Chihli, to investigate the charges made by 
theCensor Liu Hsid-ch‘ienas to effete police 
organisation in the various districts of 
Chihli province, thereby encouraging ban- 
dits to pillage at will and without any fear 
of arrest by the local authorities. 


31st December. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Appointing several officials to the 
Metropolitan and Provincial Administra- 
tions. 


